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Maundy Thursday
On Maundy Thursday, April 1, we will gather in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.
to remember the last supper Jesus had with his disciples. We will watch the
children ask the 4 questions always asked at the Passover meal. We will
watch Peter try to refuse the foot washing by Jesus. Paul Bussert will bring
the sermon, and we will share in Holy Communion.

Or Current Resident

Good Friday
On Friday, April 2, at 7:00 p.m. we will gather in the sanctuary to remember the betrayal, arrest, conviction, torture, and crucifixion of Jesus, as his
disciples disappeared out of fear. The Reader’s Theater presentation of the
story will involve us and give us the chance to re-live the story of our
redemption.

Easter

Air Force: Staff Sergeant Kyle Seaman,
Son of Lee & Jean Seaman
Air Force: CJ Griffith,
Grandson of Joyce McKenzie
Air Force: Joe McMath
Son of Carol McMath
Air Force: Joseph Pridgen IV
Nephew of Mark & Sondra McNeil

Army: Anthony Hallbauer
Son-in-law of Carol Mcmath & brother-in-law of
Beth & Ryan Hilton, Lexie McMath
Marine: Staff Sgt. Brad Towery
Grandson of Bill & Loeta Towery
Navy: Kole Hilton
Son of Ryan & Beth Hilton,
Grandson of Carol McMath

On Sunday, April 4, we will offer four (4) different Easter Worship
experiences from which you can come to worship the risen Lord. Sonrise
Service will be at the cemetery at 6:45 a.m. Then we will offer 3 services in
the sanctuary: 8:30, 9:45, and 11:00 a.m. The additional service at 9:45 will
allow us to spread out and make room for more people to worship with us
in person. Make your plans now to draw nearer to Christ through your
Lenten observance and our worship services.

April Events
Thursday, April 1
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday
Friday, April 2
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service
Saturday, April 3
10:00 a.m. Elsie’s Easter Trail for Families
EASTER Sunday, April 4
6:45 a.m. Sonrise Service
8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 a.m. Services
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Friday, April 9
10:30 a.m. Second Friday Club
Church Garage Sale
Friday, April 9, 6:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 10, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 11
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
5:00 p.m. Trustees
6:00 p.m. Leadership Development
Sunday, April 18
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
5:00 p.m. Finance
6:00 p.m. Ad Board
Saturday, April 24
9:00 a.m. Church-wide Trash Pick-Up
Sunday, April 25
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
20 Something Bible Study
6:00 p.m. Monday, April 5,12,19,26
Paul Bussert-Romans Study
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 7,14,21,28
Wednesday Youth
6:30 p.m. April 7,14,21,28
Praise Band Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Wednesdays
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Wednesdays

SUNDAY SERVICES
8:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:30)
THE FLAME is a monthly publication of First United Methodist Church, 15502 S. Memorial Drive, Bixby, OK 74008. Phone: 918-366-4463 Fax: 918-366-4465
Website: www.fumcbixby.org
Church E-mail: fumcbix@olp.net
To submit information: fumcbix@olp.net

Out of the
Lions’ Den...
In this year of Pandemic, when the Church has become
less about being together in a facility, it has reminded me of a
column I wrote back in 2017.
Somewhere along the journey, the Church became the
focal point, rather than the Kingdom of God. Ever since, we
have tried to fix the Church, trying to become more effective in
reaching people “for the Church.” What if we don’t need to fix
the Church; we just need the Church to play its role?
Reggie McNeal used the analogy: The Church is the
airport, getting us to our destination. The airport is never our
destination. No one plans a trip to see the 10 best airports in the
world. The airport is functional; it gets us where we are going.
In the same way, the Church is here to proclaim the Good News
of God’s Kingdom, to help people experience a taste of the
Kingdom here and now, and to encourage each other along the
Way. The Church is not the destination.
The Kingdom of God IS God at work in the world:
bringing light to darkness, life to death, and heaven to the alltoo-real hell on earth.
When the Church seems to take more life from us than
it gives to us, perhaps we’ve been treating it as a destination,
rather than as the airport that brings God to us. Everyone hates
going to the airport. We only keep doing it, because it takes us
to our destination.
Maybe now is the time for us to re-adjust our view of
the Church. It’s not the end; it’s just the means. Maybe bringing
the Good News to people would be easier if we stopped just
inviting them to our airport, and started inviting them on a
journey with us to that exciting place where God is establishing
a new life for us all. Easter is about what happens AFTER the
pandemic of sin and death.

Daniel

April 9
Fellowship 10:30 a.m.
Lunch at 11:30 p.m.
Lunch is pizza and salad.
Please bring a dessert.

Thoughts From Paul
Leaders are important. They help give direction to a group.
They help people out with their guidance. Without good
leaders, there isn’t a high chance of success. We all know
good leaders in our lives. Whether it’s bosses, co-workers,
parents, friends, or spouses, we have all seen good leadership play out in a variety of settings. But the greatest leader of all is God. God shapes, molds, and transforms our
lives through God’s divine leadership. Sometimes, we
don’t recognize who we are or how far we’ve come from
these changes. God is constantly working in our lives, trying to guide our hearts and minds.
Where might God be leading you in this season of your
life?

Elsie’s Easter Trail For Families
Saturday, April 3, 10:00 a.m.
We hope you will join us for
"Elsie’s Easter Trail for Families,”
an exciting event where families
will experience an interactive
Easter celebration! Seven stations
along Elsie's trail will guide you
through the telling of the Easter
story. Stay after you’ve finished the
trail for games and candy-filled
prizes! All ages are welcome!

Hello from the end of the hall!
So much excitement with Easter coming! Our youth are
helping out with some of our Holy Week services, and I'm so
happy about what they are doing!
Confirmation Sunday is April 11, for those who are participating, and we hope that you will join us even if you don't
have a student who is being confirmed.
Let's talk about summer camp! Senior High Camp (9th Grad) is June 7th - 11th, and Junior High Camp (7th & 8th)
will be June 14th - 18th. Registration is open, and you can
sign up for that at okcamps.org.
Check out the church calendar for other exciting things that
happen during April!

Don’t forget your Easter basket!

Jentry

Garage Sale in the Gym
New Bible Study on the Horizon
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
On April 7, Pastor Paul will begin a study on the book of
Romans. This study will cover the whole book of Romans,
and provide a chance for people to dig into the text on a
deeper level. The group will also see how this essential book
can help modern Christians grow in their faith. The study
will last 6-7 weeks, and there is a chance the study will be
both in person, and through Zoom. Please call or email the
office (fumbix@olp.net) in order to sign up!

Church-wide Trash Pick-Up
Event
Have you been looking for a way to get
your family involved in a community service project? We will be having a
trash pick-up day on Saturday, April 24,
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. Families with young children can pick up
trash on our Elsie’s Trail and around the church, while teens
and adults pick up trash along Memorial. Children under 12
must be supervised by an adult, closed toed shoes are required,
and long pants are preferred. This will be a fun and meaningful
way for kids to be involved in keeping God's earth clean!

Friday, April 9, 6-8:00 p.m. Open for Church Members.
Saturday, April 10, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Items for sale include, table clothes, tvs,
storage cabinets, candle holders, roasting
pans and miscellaneous glassware.
Elaine Bostian, is looking for people to help
with set up and working the day of the
garage sale. If you are able to help, please
contact Elaine at 918-899-7632.
We are also in need of grocery bags for
shoppers to carry their items home. Please
drop them by the church office during office
hours or bring to church on Sunday.
Proceeds go towards church activities.

Somethings
Guys! I am so excited about Easter happening! We have so
much to look forward to with Holy week and 4 services on
Easter Sunday. Confirmation Sunday will be April 11, for
anyone who is thinking about getting confirmed. Even if
you aren't, please join us in supporting those who are.
We are working through our Verse Mapping study we are
doing on Monday evenings at 6:00 p.m. If you haven't
joined us, you still can. The group is really diving into
learning more about what the Bible offers and getting
shown new ways to study it.
So I hope to see you there!
Jentry

Graduation Information

IF YOU HAVE A HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATING SENIOR AND WOULD LIKE
THEIR PICTURE IN THE NEXT MONTH’S FLAME, PLEASE DROP A
PICTURE BY OR EMAIL ONE TO THE OFFICE THIS MONTH-ALONG WITH NAME &
NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL!
If you have other children or grandchildren graduating from college, please send their name and
university name to the church office.

