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Online Worship 
 

As a result of the dramatic increase in Covid-19 activity, the Church Council 
has decided to discontinue in-person worship at this time. This decision is in 
line with recommendations from the Synod to help protect our members and 

to prevent further spread of the Covid-19 virus. 
 

While we all miss in-person worship, we  do have virtual worship services that 
are recorded  at the church each week, including Scripture readings, beautiful 
worship music, seasonal liturgy,  prayers and preaching of the Word. An email 

is sent out to members each week with the link to these worship services to  
allow us to worship at home until we are able to worship safely in-person 

once again. The worship services are also available on our website 
(www.centenniallutheran.org).  
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Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return. 

 

It is with these solemn words that we have ashes imposed on our foreheads 

each year to begin the season of Lent. This year, Ash Wednesday will be on 

February 17. We will hold a virtual worship service in the evening at 7:00 PM. 

It will be similar to our Sunday services. I hope you have been watching each 

week, and that you will also view the video on Ash Wednesday.  

 

But it’s tough to have an Ash Wednesday worship service virtually. I’ve sorely missed the                 

Sacrament of Holy Communion on Sundays – the touch, the taste, the smell and the sight of this 

fundamental sign of our faith. And I will miss the touch of ashes -- this visceral annual reminder 

of our death.  

 

There are those in our culture who don’t understand why we in the Church need to recognize 

death the way we do. But you see, for Christians, it all begins with death! As Lutheran                         

theologian Gerhard Forde puts it, Justification by Faith is a matter of death and life! Jesus’ 

death on the cross leads to our new life of resurrection in His Name. 

 

Ash Wednesday is our entry into the discipline of Lent, remembering Jesus’ passover from death 

to life. Our life in Christ is renewed. We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for 

repentance and for God’s mercy.  

 

We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in       

harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and                    

creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. Ash Wednesday calls us to 

acknowledge our sinfulness so that we are able to get back into a right relationship with our                

Redeemer. 

 

In our world of virtual worship, we’ll need to make some adjustments this Ash Wednesday. I ask 

that you have ashes or some kind of dirt available when you view the virtual service on February 

17. You might use ashes from a fireplace, or perhaps some potting soil – anything that will allow 

you to make a smudge on your forehead.  

 

And keep looking and praying for the day in the not-too-distant future when we will once again  

have the experience of true communion and a proper celebration of the Sacraments. In the                  

meantime, stay safe and remember that each of you is a redeemed child of God – God who loves 

you to the end! 

 

In Christ’s Name, 
 

Pastor Tancredi 
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(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Katherine M. Smiley 
 
Katherine M. (Mosteller) Smiley died on December 29 at the Manatawny 

Manor where she had received care for several years. Born in Chester 

Springs in 1929, she was the daughter of Chester and Katie (Simmers) 

Mosteller. Together with her husband of fifty-three years, the late Robert 

F. Smiley, they made Chester Springs their home and raised a family. 

 

A church musician, Katherine served Centennial Lutheran Church for over 

fifty years as its organist and choir director. In addition, she taught piano 

for over thirty years, was a 4-H leader, worked for Penn State Extension, 

and was the owner of the custom embroidery company Smiley Enterprises. 

 

(continued on page 5) 
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Katherine M. Smiley 
(continued from previous page) 

 

Katherine Smiley is survived by 

her daughters: Mary and her   

husband David Rowe, and Ruth 

and her husband J. Christopher 

Kurylak.  

 

She rejoiced in her four grand-

children: Alex (Stephanie) and 

Matthew Kurylak, and Rebecca 

(Rowe) Resch (Christopher) and 

Andrew Rowe. In addition, Kath-

erine enjoyed four great-

grandchildren: Matthew, Jr. and 

Oliver Kurylak, and Emily and 

Nathan Resch. She was preceded 

in death by her brothers Russell 

and Oliver Mosteller, and her late

-in-life companion Ray Smith. 

 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, a 

graveside service will be held at 

St. Matthew's United Church of 

Christ Cemetery on Tuesday, Jan-

uary 5 for immediate family with 

the Rev. Gerald L. Tancredi offi-

ciating. A memorial service will 

be held at a later and safer date. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions 

may be made in Katherine's name 

to Centennial Evangelical Luther-

an Church, 1330 Hares Hill Road, 

P.O. Box 840, Kimberton, PA 

19442.   
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Mark your calendars! The Annual 

Meeting this year has been moved 

to April 25. If we are not able to 

safely meet in person, there are         

tentative plans in the works to hold 

the meeting outdoors. We will be 

electing new Council members and 

discussing our new spending plan 

for the remainder of 2021. 

 
Member Giving Envelopes 

 
Giving envelopes for 2021 have 

arrived and are available to be 

picked up in the church lobby. 
 

Until you have your giving                   

envelopes, please don’t hesitate to 

continue with your regular giving 

by mailing to the church or                  

dropping off at the church office. It 

is not a problem to apply your                 

giving to your records without it 

being enclosed in a giving                       

envelope. 

 

Giant Grocery Cards 
 
Purchase a $25 or $50 Giant       

grocery card! Available every       

Sunday. Contact Beth Wise (610-

935-1727) or contact the church 

office to buy a $25 or $50 grocery 

card redeemable at any  Giant Food 

Store. Giant will donate 5% of the 

proceeds to support the youth.   

 

 

Prayer List  
 

To request prayer, first request permission from the individual 

in need of prayer (as  requested by our Synod). Then send an 

email to prayers@centenniallutheran.org or call  Joanne                   

Cantwell at 610-933-0341 or Jerene Gladfelter at 610-933-3542. 

Please list the individual’s name and a BRIEF description of the 

situation (i.e. chemo, dementia, auto accident, comfort and 

peace,  etc.) along with the name of the requester and                           

association (brother, co-worker, friend, etc.). Please also advise 

us when a prayer request is no longer valid. Printed prayer lists 

are issued at the beginning of each month as a bulletin                    

insert. Please update us by the 25th of each month to ensure that 

your request is listed.  In addition, there is an email list of                    

individuals desiring to be on the Prayer Chain to receive                    

immediate prayer requests other than those listed monthly. If 

you wish to be included on this email list, please contact  Joanne 

(610-933-0341) or Jerene (610-933-3542) with your email                 

address or telephone number. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  11 Hayden Perrone 

  11 Everly Sweet Genter 

  12 Patti Tancredi 

  22 William Cobb 

 

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us    

rejoice and be glad in it.”   

Psalm 118:24  

   

Do you notice any missing birthdays? 

We want to be sure to include everyone on our birthday 

list. If you notice that a birthday is missing from our 

list, please take a moment to let the office know.  You 

can leave a note in the office or sent an email to                       

Rebecca @centenniallutheran.org. Thank you!  
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We would like to thank Thrivent Financial for Lutherans' (SM) and those people who have designated 
Choice Dollars via the Thrivent Choice(R) program.  This month we gratefully acknowledge gifts  
designated by the following: 
 
Bill Donovan  
 
If you have any questions about Choice Dollars or how to designate them to our church, please contact 
thrivent@centenniallutheran.org 

Dave and Katie Brindley are 
missionaries with Cru,                      

one of the Global Missions                         
supported by Centennial. 

mailto:thrivent@centenniallutheran.org
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MINISTRY LEADERS 

 

Church Council Members 
 
Jim Fowler (President)   jimfowler@aresolutions.com 

Harry Gladfelter (Vice President)  hgladfelter@aol.com 

Ed Kalmbach (Secretary)   kalm219@msn.com 

Denise Ackroyd (Treasurer)   dyack@hotmail.com 

Bill Donovan     610-933-4374  

Rick Henricks     rickclu@aol.com 

Christine Holmes     cfhmm01@gmail.com 

Barbara Ray      barbreader@comcast.net 

Reggie Ryberg    samuraisurveyor@yahoo.com 

Larry Shumaker    mnmshu320@gmail.com 

Pastor Jerry      pastorjt@centenniallutheran.org 
 

Team Leaders  
 
Property Team Leader: Ed Kalmbach kalm219@msn.com  

Finance Team Leaders: Kathy Geiger kgeiger0507@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary: Denise Ackroyd dyack@hotmail.com 

Asst. Treasurer: Patt Shumaker 

Worship Team Leader: John Miller  jr_nsmiller@verizon.net 

Director of Music Ministry:  

Karen Hepler     karenhepler@comcast.net 

Altar Guild Leader: Frances Warren fmwarren1946@gmail.com 

Faith Development Leader: Reggie Ryberg samuraisurveyor@yahoo.com 

Social Ministry/Global Missions Leaders:  

Beth Wise     bswise1212@msn.com 

Nancy Miller     jr_nsmiller@verizon.net 

Dave Winning     dsw43@aol.com 

Care Team Leaders: 

Deanna Kalmbach    gee310@msn.com 

Diana Moffett     dimof28@gmail.com 

Hospitality Team Leader:     

Sue Nizio     ejm.swn@gmail.com 

Stewardship Team Leader: 

Dave Winning     dsw43@aol.com  

Prayer Chain Coordinators:  prayers@centenniallutheran.org 

Joanne Cantwell, Jerene Gladfelter 

Evangelism Leaders: Christine Holmes cfhmm01@gmail.com 

Barbara Ray     barbreader@comcast.net   
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The Cent-I-Gram is published by Centennial:  A Church for the Entire Community 

We are chosen, blessed and sent to share the Gospel of Christ,                                                               
for the healing of our world.                                                                                                                              

1330 Hare’s Hill Road, Kimberton PA 19442  
Sunday Worship 9:30 A.M., Education Hour 10:30 A.M. 610-933-1528 

The Rev. Gerald Tancredi, Pastor - Rebecca Benecke, Editor 
e-mail: Info@CentennialLutheran.Org     webpage at: http://www.centenniallutheran.org   

Need for Pastoral Care: 
Please notify us if you or a family member is hospitalized and/or in need of a pastoral call or visit. We have 
no other way of knowing of a hospitalization or a pastoral need. Please call Pastor Jerry on his cell phone at 

215-260-9755 or notify the church office at 610-933-1528.  

 Fasting from Criticalness 

Most fasting involves temporarily giving up something you enjoy. When you long for a cookie or a favorite 
show, you instead turn your attention to God, reorienting yourself to his best. 

Catherine Marshall, in A Closer Walk, presents a different approach she calls fasting from “criticalness.” God 
dealt with her judgmental spirit by prompting her to spend 24 hours without criticizing “anyone about any-
thing.” At first, Marshall felt rather empty when she didn’t engage in a heated political debate. But friends and 
family didn’t seem to miss her comments. Plus, God replaced the energy she’d spent attempting to correct oth-
ers with energy and creativity to positively influence them. 

A critical spirit can make us lose perspective, joy and even relationships. It also can prevent the good work God 
wants to achieve through us. Consider what could happen as a result of your own “criticalness fast.” Pray for 
God to do the correcting while you focus on building up others.   - Janna Firestone 


