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Sunday Worship  
9:30 AM 

 

Day of Pentecost  
Sunday, June 5 

Plan to wear red! 
 

Father’s Day 
Sunday, June 19 

 

Independence Day 
Monday, July 4 

2022 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
 

2  
9:30 AM-Exercise 
 

3   

7:30 PM - AA 
 

4  
 
Altair Ecovillage 
in Luther Hall  
9AM-12PM 

5     
 
Day of Pentecost 
9:30 AM Worship 
 
Last day to order 
Father’s Day  
carnations   
 

6                  
6:45 PM - Boy 
Scout Troop  
7 PM-AA 
 

7  
9:30 AM-Exercise 
7 PM - AA 
 

8   
 

9  
 
9:30 AM-Exercise 

10    

7:30 PM - AA 
 
 

11   

 

12  
9:30 AM Worship  
 
 

 
 

13                  
6:45 PM - Boy 
Scout Troop  
7 PM-AA 
 

14   

9:30 AM-Exercise 
7 PM-Executive 
      Committee 
 
 

15   
 

16   

 
9:30 AM-Exercise 

17    
7:30 PM - AA 
 
 

18 
 

19  
9:30 AM Worship 
Father’s Day  
 
 

20                  
6:45 PM - Boy 
Scout Troop #158 
7 PM-AA 
 

21  

9:30 AM-Exercise 
7 PM - AA 
 

22   

 

 

23  
9:30 AM-Exercise 

24   
7:30 PM - AA 
 
 

25 
 

26  
9:30 AM Worship  
 
 

27                   
6:45 PM - Boy 
Scout Troop #158 
7 PM-AA 
 

28 
9:30 AM-Exercise 
7 PM - AA 
7 PM-Church 
     Council 
 

29   
 

30 
9:30 AM-Exercise 

31  
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June 2022 

 

Dear Centennial: 

 

Greetings 

 

I was going to sit down and write this letter yesterday afternoon – but I happened 

to turn on the news for a few minutes when they were reporting about another 

school shooting.  At that time they were reporting 2 children were dead – but we all know that                

number grew to 19 children and 2 teachers.   Lord have mercy!    Needless to say, I was distracted, 

heartbroken and devasted and unable to write at this time.  The next morning, my soul is still                    

disturbed.  In the aftermath of the heartbreaking mass shooting in a grocery store in Buffalo, NY,   

followed by a church shooting in California and then this mass shooting of Elementary School                   

children and their teachers in Uvalde, Texas.  It is time for us to do something.  This craziness must 

stop.    

 

We need to do much more on gun safety training, background checks and put limits on what kind of 

weapons are able to be purchased.  Truthfully, I am not sure why any 18-year-old kid needs an AR 

15 rifle.  But, I also understand that many people who hunt say that it is a good light weight gun. So 

because there is a legit reason for wanting such a gun – let’s talk about common sense laws about 

guns. 

 

I am thinking about driving a car.  Not one of us decided “I want to drive” and then walked into the 

DMV and got a license on the spot.  The folks behind the counter will tell you that it is great that you 

want to drive. Then they will hand you a book to study so that you can learn all the laws of the road 

and then you will have to take a permit test.  Once you pass the permit test, then you will be expected 

to have experience with another licensed driver. You must have your permit for 6 months and log 65 

hours of actually driving a car.     

 

I am wondering why we don’t treat guns with the same respect as driving a car.  It is not acceptable 

that a person can just walk into a store and fill paperwork out and walk out with a gun.  Would you 

want that kind of lack of regulation with people behind the wheel of a car? 

 

I  am also hearing a lot of calls for mental health awareness in order to prevent future mass                      

shootings.  Mental health care in America is certainly inadequate and often inaccessible.  I am                 

working with a young girl -who is in need of inpatient care – but there is not a hospital bed in sight 

for at least 8 weeks.   The child is in crisis now.   So our mental health system is in desperate need                  

of reform.  But our ability to limit access to lethal means is also very limited given the state of                    

accessibility to firearms in the United States, and we must ask ourselves what ethical role must gun 

reform take in our work.  

  

 (continued on next page) 



 

 

So if you want to talk about mental health awareness, let’s talk about the impact of all of these    

mass shootings to our mental health in America.   Today, every parent has hugged their child and 

held them tight before releasing them to go to school.  What is the mental health of the parent who 

puts their child on the school bus – and hopes and prays that the child will come home safely at the 

end of the day.  Children are anxious and are dealing with all kinds of stress wondering if they are 

safe.     

 

I know a 15 year child who has panic attacks if she does not have her phone on her.   She regularly 

enters a classroom and scopes it out to see where she might hide if a shooter comes to her school.  

Our young people are being traumatized and exhausted from engaging in active shooter drills                  

regularly.    None of my friends worried about that when we were kids. The other day, I spoke to a 

69-year-old woman who had to drive into the city of Philadelphia to pick up a grandchild – and she 

told me that her head was actively turning, scanning her environment, making sure she was safe 

from a car-jacking or someone having a shoot-out in the city.  Our nervous systems are activated – 

we are frightened, afraid to venture out and live.  Is this what we want?   It is the non-regulation of 

guns that is making many normally healthy-minded, functioning people anxious and worried about 

where and when the next mass shooting will take place.  Will I be in the wrong place at the wrong 

time?   This chronic anxiety is not only horrible for our mental health it is also taking a toll on                

our physical health.  How many people are doctoring for hypertension and heart disease or                  

sleeplessness?     

 

We are all experiencing the mental health impacts of gun violence and mass shootings in America. 

So, yes, let’s improve our mental health systems, but don’t propose that as an alternative to gun     

reform.   

 

I pray for our national leaders that they will finally step up and DO SOMETHING!  I pray for             

wisdom, peace and safety for all. 

 

God, our hearts are broken with pain at the senseless deaths caused by gun violence. Families 

mourn, children live in fear, and some in our nation respond by arming themselves with more guns 

with greater capacity to end life. Our disconnection and alienation has caused some to turn to guns 

for protection and safety. We ask that you touch our hearts with your love, heal our brokenness, 

and turn us away from violence toward peace. Help us to transform our own hearts and to seek 

peaceful ways of resolving our differences. Let our hands reach out and connect with those who       

feel alone, those who live in fear, and those suffering from mental illness. Let our voices be raised    

asking our legislators to enact gun laws to protect all in our society, especially those most                       

vulnerable. Let our pens write messages demanding change while also scripting words of hope                 

and transformation. We ask this in the name of the God who desires that we live together in 

peace.  Amen 

 

May God’s peace fill your hearts and minds. 

 

Pastor Littleton 
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Congratulations to Connor Thiele,  

Troop 158’s most recent Eagle Scout 

 
Connor Thiele, a member of Scout Troop 158 passed his board of                  

review and was officially presented with his Eagle Scout rank on May 

20, 2022.  

 

Eagle Scout is the highest achievement in Scouting and is earned by 

fulfilling a set of requirements in multiple areas, including leadership, 

service, and outdoor skills.  For his service project, Connor led a                       

comprehensive landscaping and beautification project at the                            

Phoenixville Area Soccer Club main entrance. 

 

A great deal of dedication and commitment are required to achieve the 

goal of Eagle Scout rank. The Church Council, Pastor Littleton and all  

of the congregation of Centennial join the leadership of Troop 158 in 

congratulating Connor on a job well done! 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going the Second Mile 

In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, he teaches, “If anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second 

mile” (Matthew 5:41, NRSV). Back then, Jews were subject to Roman rule and often compulsory service. 

Commoners could be forced to fetch water, carry baggage and perform other menial tasks. So Jesus                     

suggests that rather than complying with gritted teeth and muttered curses, people offer to carry the pack a 

second mile as well. 

These days, the second (or extra) mile denotes going beyond what’s expected or required, whether in effort 

or kindness. In Going the Second Mile, Mel Blackaby describes the concept as “the difference between  

living as a good person and enjoying life as a child of God.” He explains, “When you ‘do your best’ for 

someone, you go the first mile. When God does his best through you, you experience the second mile. This 

can happen only when you let Christ in you take over and empower you to accomplish what is impossible 

by your natural abilities. While others see you on the first mile, they see Christ on the second.” 

         —adapted from The Wired Word 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 “This is the day the Lord has made; let us                

rejoice and be glad in it.”   

Psalm 118:24  

 
Live Stream Worship Services  
 
We have been live streaming the 

worship service on Centennial’s 

Face Book page. This is available 

for you if you are not feeling well, 

or the weather is inclement or if 

you are traveling.  You are still able 

to worship with us – in real time.  

Feel free to set aside bread, crack-

ers ,wine or grape juice to join with 

us at the time of Holy Communion.  

The service can be found on Sun-

day mornings at 9:30 AM on this 

link: https://www.facebook.com/

CentennialELCA 

 

Pastoral Care 
 

If anyone wants to have pastoral 

conversation with Pastor Littleton 

you can do so by calling her at                 

610-213-9725 or by emailing her at  

DrDee3@gmail.com.  Conversation 

may take place in-person, on the 

phone, or via zoom chat depending 

on what works best for you. 

Prayer List  
 

To request prayer, first request permission from the individual 

in need of prayer (as  requested by our Synod). Then send an 

email to prayers@centenniallutheran.org or call  Jerene                  

Gladfelter at 610-933-3542 or the church office at 610-933-

1528. Please list the individual’s name and a BRIEF description 

of the situation (i.e. chemo, dementia, auto accident, comfort 

and peace,  etc.) along with the name of the requester and asso-

ciation (brother, co-worker, friend, etc.). Please also advise us 

when a prayer request is no longer valid. Printed prayer lists are 

issued at the beginning of each month as a bulletin insert. Please 

update us by the 25th of each month to ensure that your request 

is listed.   

 

In addition, there is an email list of individuals desiring to be on 

the Prayer Chain to receive immediate prayer requests other 

than those listed monthly. If you wish to be included on this 

email list, please contact  Jerene (610-933-3542) or the church 

office (610-933-1528) with your email address or telephone 

number. 

June 19th 

 JUNE   

1 Marjorie Gabrill 

9 Thomas Slomeana 

11 Joyce Bustard 

12 Donna Weinstein 

16 Carole McCann 

20 Karen Hepler 

21 Judi Kuplast 

21 Helen Breitegam 

22 Larry Shumaker 

23 Joel Smiley  

25 Helen Eager 

 JULY   

1 Donna Anderson 

4 Mason Sensenich 

5 Betty Lou Shadle 

10 Jim Bustard 

18 Noah Kiley 

18 Kim Slomeana 

22 Patrick West 

22 Peg Ferree 

23 Anthony Dinardo 

26 Alicia Ryberg 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CentennialELCA
https://www.facebook.com/CentennialELCA
mailto:DrDee3@gmail.com
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We would like to thank Thrivent Financial for Lutherans' (SM) and those people who have                              
designated Choice Dollars via the Thrivent Choice(R) program.  This month we gratefully                   

acknowledge gifts designated by the following: 
 

Harry Gladfelter 
 

If you have any questions about Choice Dollars or how to designate them to our church, please contact 
thrivent@centenniallutheran.org 

Celebrating the Church’s Birthday 

On Pentecost, we remember when the Holy Spirit descended on     

Jesus’ disciples. As they gathered in Jerusalem 10 days after Jesus’ 

ascension, they saw tongues of fire, heard rushing wind and began 

speaking in many languages. Because the disciples could then share 

the good news with all the pilgrims assembled for the Pentecost      

festival, the occasion marks the birthday of the Christian church. 

That day alone, about 3,000 people devoted their lives to Christ. 

Like the Holy Spirit, Pentecost is important and relevant today.                  

As theologian Henri Nouwen writes, “Without Pentecost the                    

Christ-event — the life, death and resurrection of Jesus — remains 

imprisoned in history as something to remember, think about and 

reflect on. The Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within us, so that we 

can become living Christs here and now.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Dad Jokes” 

During the pandemic, a Maryland man used “dad jokes” to lift neighbors’ spirits. Tom Schruben                

jotted down a joke-of-the-day on a curbside whiteboard. Hearing people chuckle and chat eased the 

isolation. 

Schruben and his wife, Ann, became intentional about seeking joy after two of their children died. 

They vowed to “find happiness again” and share it. For Father’s Day last year, Schruben held a Bad 

Dad Joke contest, donating entry fees to a local charity. Here are a few of his favorites: 

• If two vegans get into an argument, is it still considered a beef? 

• I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon. I’ll let you know. 

• What do you call a bear with no teeth? A gummy bear. 

mailto:thrivent@centenniallutheran.org
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MINISTRY LEADERS 

 
Church Council Members 
 
Harry Gladfelter  (President)   hgladfelter@aol.com 

Barbara Ray (Vice President)   barbreader@comcast.net 

Fred Stoudt (Secretary)   fstoudt@yahoo.com 

Denise Ackroyd     dyack@hotmail.com 

Randy Ferree     psurandy@verizon.net 

Rick Henricks     rickclu@aol.com 

John Miller     jr_nsmiller@verizon.net 

Reggie Ryberg    samuraisurveyor@yahoo.com 

Patt Shumaker     610-296-8761 

Karen Winning    kwinning11@aol.com 
 

Team Leaders  
 
Property Team Leader: Fred Stoudt fstoudt@yahoo.com 

Finance Team Leader: Rick Henricks rickclu@aol.com 

 Endowment Fund: Rick Henricks rickclu@aol.com 

 Capital Campaign: Fred Stoudt  fstoudt@yahoo.com  

 Bookkeeping  (receipts and monthly statements):  

   Denise Ackroyd dyack@hotmail.com 

 Bookkeeping  (expenditures and checkbook):  

   Patt Shumaker  610-296-8761 

Worship Team Leader: John Miller  jr_nsmiller@verizon.net 

Director of Music Ministry:  

Karen Hepler     karenhepler@comcast.net 

Altar Guild Leader: Frances Warren fmwarren1946@gmail.com 

Social Ministry/Global Missions Leaders:  

Beth Wise     bswise1212@msn.com 

Nancy Miller     jr_nsmiller@verizon.net 

Dave Winning     dsw43@aol.com 

Care Team Leaders: 

Deanna Kalmbach    gee310@msn.com 

Diana Moffett     dimof28@gmail.com 

Hospitality Team Leader:     

Christine Holmes    cfhmm01@gmail.com 

Stewardship Team Leader: 

Rick Henricks     rickclu@aol.com 

Prayer Chain Coordinator:   prayers@centenniallutheran.org 

Jerene Gladfelter 

Evangelism & Faith Development Leader:  

Randy Ferree      psurandy@verizon.net 

 


