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Membership Application Process Overview 
Grace Community Church – Grantsville, Maryland 

 
 
Introduction: 
 

Here at Grace we are continuing to reform the way we’ve done things over the past 180 years and 
along with reclaiming some of our older traditions have begun to take church membership much 
more seriously than in the past. We have developed the following process to help us better oversee 
your request for membership in our congregation.  
 
Our prayer is that this process will give you and our elders the very best opportunity to make 
informed godly decisions about this very important step in your life. 

 
Purpose: 
 

Our goal in all that we do is to honor the Lord. We want to do God’s business God’s way. This 
application and the membership process are simply tools used by our elders to better ascertain your 
spiritual condition and readiness for church membership. There are several reasons why our elders 
need to assist you with this. 
 
1. They are responsible for member’s souls as they provide watchcare over God’s people knowing 
that elders are accountable to God for their work (Hebrews 13:17; Acts 20:28; 1st Peter 5:1-5). It 
is a matter of integrity and faithfulness of our elders. 
 
2. The Lord calls Christians to spiritual unity, like-mindedness, and peace with one another 
(Ephesians 4; Col. 3:12-17, Philippians 2-3; I Thessalonians 5:12-15). Church membership 
officially involves individuals in a corporately shared commitment of loving and serving one 
another. It is a matter of integrity and faithfulness for the congregation. 
 
3. Your personal investment in the shared ministries of the church will stand to impact you, your 
family and the congregation. Prudence and care demand that a thorough inquiry be made before 
this commitment takes place. It is a matter of integrity and faithfulness for you. 

 
Procedure: 
 

1. Complete the application (one per prospective member). 
2. Return the completed application to one of the elders. 
3. The elders will review your application and follow through in whatever manner is appropriate 
(with an interview and recommending you to the church council). 
4. When the church council approves and recommends you for membership they will recommend 
on a Lord’s Day that the church officially receive you into membership. 

 
May the Lord guide us through this process, as we trust His will to be done for our good and for His 
glory. 
  



Membership Application 
Grace Community Church – Grantsville, Maryland 

 
Date of Application:  ___________________   
 
Name (please print) Last:  ____________________________  First:  ___________________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  _____________________________________  State:  ____________  Zip:  __________ 
 
Birthdate:  _________________  Telephone:  __________________________   
 
Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Note: Please attach extra pages as necessary. 

 
Have you read the Statements of Faith for the Church?  _____________ 
 
Do you agree with the statements completely?  ___________ 
If not, please briefly indicate your disagreement(s) and/or area (s) of concern so that our elders can discuss 
this with you.  ________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you read and are you in agreement with the constitution and bylaws of the Church? ______ 
If not please point out area(s) of disagreement.   _______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Our Constitution and Bylaws indicate the beliefs, vision and practices of the church.  
The application document is a statement of the member’s commitment to the people of the Church, to the 
teaching and leadership of the pastor and elders, and to the overall philosophy and direction of the church. 
Are you prepared to make this commitment?  _____________ 
 
Are you currently under church discipline by another church?  ______________ 
If yes, please explain the details on a separate sheet of paper. 
 
Is there anything that we should be aware about you personally or any past church issue?  _____   
If so, Please explain  ____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you presently a member of a church? ______      
If so, what church and where is it located?  ___________________________________________  
Why are you leaving that church? __________________________________________________ 
 
Have you been baptized?  ________   
If so, where and when did this take place?  ___________________________________________ 
If not, are you willing to be baptized?  ________________ 
 



What ministry interest or involvement have you had and what ministries are you currently interested in?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please write out your understanding of the gospel and your testimony of salvation (how did you come to 
assurance of salvation?). Please use as little or as much room as you need here or feel free to type this 
answer up on a separate sheet. This will serve as a guide for you and help the elders to better understand 
your understanding of the gospel. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Signature________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this application. 
We look forward to you joining the family in an official way! 
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Grace Community Church - Grantsville, MD 

What We Teach 

This document of expressed doctrine is the basis for our unity in the church. While individual 

members may hold to varying degrees of openness to minor differences with each other on 

secondary issues of doctrine, that conflict with the definitions listed here (such as differences in 

areas of eschatology), this document serves as a foundation for what we publicly and 

personally teach in all areas as a church. This document should serve as a guide in letter and 

spirit for the sake of biblical agreement by all teachers of the word in this church. We would ask 

and expect each member and teacher to endeavor to hold strongly the doctrines that are 

primary and hold loosely with respect the doctrines that are secondary for the sake of gospel 

advancement and unity which are clearly primary. Areas that the Elders consider secondary, yet 

still important, are labeled with an asterisk. No authoritative public teaching in the church or its 

groups should conflict with this statement regardless of it being considered secondary.  

         

 

1. THE HOLY SCRIPTURES - God’s Written Revelation to Man – 

Prolegomena and Bibliology 
The Bible is God’s written revelation to man, and thus the 66 books of the Bible given to us by 

the Holy Spirit (inspired equally in all parts) constitutes the Word of God.   It is an objective, 

propositional revelation verbally inspired in every word absolutely inerrant in the original 

documents, infallible, and God-breathed.  We believe in the literal, interpretation of Scripture, 

which affirms the belief that the opening chapters of Genesis present creation in six literal days.  

We believe that the Bible constitutes the only infallible rule of faith and practice.  We believe the 

Holy Spirit inspired and directed the human authors that, through their individual personalities 

and different styles of writing, they composed and recorded God’s Word to man without error in 

the whole or in the part.  We believe that, whereas there may be several applications of any 

given passage of Scripture, there is but one true interpretation.  The meaning of Scripture is to 

be found as one diligently studies under the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.  It is the 

responsibility of believers to ascertain carefully the true intent and meaning of Scripture, 

recognizing that proper application is binding on all generations. Yet the truth of Scripture 

stands in judgment of men; never do men stand in judgment of it. 

Matthew 24:35; John 17:17; 1 Corinthians 2:7-14; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 2 

Peter 1:20-21;  
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2. GOD - One True God - Theology Proper 
There is but one living and true God, an infinite, all-knowing Spirit, perfect in all His attributes, 

one in essence, eternally existing in three Persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit each equally 

deserving worship and obedience.  

Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 45:5-7 & 11-12; Matthew 28:19;  

John 4:24; 2 Corinthians 13:14;  
 

God the Father - Who has Sovereignty over All Things on Earth and in Heaven 
We believe that God the Father, the first Person of the Trinity, orders and disposes all things 

according to His own purpose and grace.  He is the Creator of all things.  As the only absolute 

and omnipotent Ruler in the universe, He is sovereign in creation, providence, and redemption.  

Because God is sovereign and His will can never be frustrated, we can be sure that nothing 

happens over which He is not in control.  He at least must permit whatever happens to happen.  

Yet even when God passively permits things to happen, He chooses to permit them in that He 

always has the power and right to intervene and prevent the actions and events of this world.  

Insofar as He lets things happen, He has “willed” them in this sense.  As Creator He is Father to 

all men, but He is spiritual Father only to believers.  He has decreed for His own glory all things 

that come to pass.  He continually upholds, directs, and governs all creatures and events.  In 

His sovereignty He is neither the author nor approver of sin, nor does He excuse the 

accountability of moral, intelligent creatures.  He has graciously chosen from eternity past those 

whom He would have as His own; He saves from sin all who come to Him through Jesus Christ; 

He adopts as His own all those who come to Him; and upon adoption, He becomes Father to 

His own. 
Psalm 71:16; Psalm 145:8-9; Isaiah 25:8; Jeremiah 32:17; Matthew 10:29-30; Romans 8:14-15; 

Romans 11:33-36;  

Ephesians 1:11; Ephesians 1:4-6; Ephesians 4:6; Hebrews 12:5-9;  

 

God the Son - The Lamb of God Who Takes Away the Sins of the World - Christology 
Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, possesses all the divine excellencies, and in 

these He is coequal and coeternal with the Father.  God the Father created according to His 

own will, through His Son, Jesus Christ, by whom all things continue in existence and in 

operation.  Our Lord Jesus Christ was virgin born; that He was God incarnate; and that the 

purpose of the incarnation was to reveal God, redeem men, and rule over God’s kingdom.  We 

believe that Jesus laid aside His right to the full prerogatives of coexistence with God and took 

on a human existence as a servant while never divesting Himself of His divine attributes.  Our 

Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through the shedding of His blood and 

sacrificial death on the cross and that His death was voluntary, substitutionary, and redemptive.  

We believe that by the predestined bodily death of our Lord Jesus Christ, the believing sinner is 

freed from the punishment, the penalty, the power, and one day the very presence of sin; and 

that he is declared righteous, given eternal life, and adopted into the family of God.  We believe 

that our justification is made sure by His literal, physical resurrection from the dead and that He 
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is now ascended to the right hand of the Father, where He now mediates as our Advocate and 

High Priest.  We believe that in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave, God confirmed 

the deity of His Son and gave proof that God has accepted the atoning work of Christ on the 

cross.  Jesus’ bodily resurrection is also the guarantee of a future resurrection life for all 

believers.  Jesus Christ will return to receive the church, which is His Body, unto Himself at the 

rapture, and returning with His church in glory, will establish His millennial kingdom on earth.  

As the Mediator between God and man, the Head of His Body the church, and the coming 

universal King, who will reign on the throne of David, He is the final Judge of all who fail to place 

their trust in Him as Lord and Savior. 

Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22-25; John 8:56-58; John 10:30; John 14:9; Romans 3:22-26; 1 

Corinthians 8:6; Philippians 2:5-8; Colossians 1:15-17; Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:2; 1 Peter 

2:24-25;  

 

God the Holy Spirit - God’s Spirit of Truth.   

Comforter, Counselor, Helper - Pneumatology 

We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine Person, eternal, underived, possessing all the 

attributes of personality and deity, including intellect, emotions, will, eternality, omnipresence, 

omniscience, omnipotence, and truthfulness.  In all the divine attributes He is coequal with the 

Father and the Son.  We that believe it is the work of the Holy Spirit to execute the divine will 

with relation to all mankind.  We recognize His sovereign activity in creation, the incarnation, the 

written revelation, and the work of salvation.  The work of the Holy Spirit in this age began at 

Pentecost, when He came from the Father as promised by Christ to initiate and complete the 

building of the Body of Christ, which is His church.  The broad scope of His divine activity 

includes convicting the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment; glorifying the Lord Jesus 

Christ and transforming believers into the image of Christ. 

 

The Holy Spirit is the supernatural and sovereign Agent in regeneration, baptizing all believers 

into the Body of Christ.  The Holy Spirit also indwells, sanctifies, instructs, empowers them for 

service, and seals them unto the day of redemption.  The Holy Spirit is the divine Teacher, who 

guided the apostles and prophets into all truth as they committed to writing God’s revelation, the 

Bible.  Every believer possesses the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit from the moment of 

salvation, and it is the duty of all those born of the Spirit to be filled with (controlled by) the 

Spirit.  The Holy Spirit administers spiritual gifts to the church (the Body of Christ).  The Holy 

Spirit glorifies neither Himself nor His gifts by ostentatious displays, but He does glorify Christ 

by implementing His work of redeeming the lost and building up believers in the most holy faith. 

Psalm 139:7-10; John 14:16-17; John 15:26; Romans 8:26-27;  

1 Corinthians 2:10-12; 1 Corinthians 12:11; Hebrews 9:14;  

Hebrews 10:15-17;  
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3. MAN - Created in God’s Image - Anthropology and Hamartiology 
We believe that man was directly and immediately created by God in His image and likeness. 

Man was created free of sin with a rational nature, intelligence, volition, self-determination, and 

moral responsibility to God.  We believe that God’s intention in the creation of man was that 

man should glorify God, enjoy God’s fellowship, live his life in the will of God, and by this 

accomplish God’s purpose for man in the world.  In Adam’s sin of disobedience to the revealed 

will and Word of God, man lost his innocence, incurred the penalty of spiritual and physical 

death, became subject to the wrath of God, and became inherently corrupt and utterly incapable 

of choosing or doing that which is acceptable to God apart from divine grace.  With no 

recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, man is hopelessly lost.  Man’s salvation 

is thereby wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Because all men were in Adam, a nature corrupted by Adam’s sin has been transmitted to all 

men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only exception.  All men are thus sinners by nature, by 

choice, and by divine declaration. 

Genesis 2:7; Genesis 2:15-25; Isaiah 43:7; John 3:36; Romans 5: 9-12; 1 Corinthians 2:14; 

James 3:9;  
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4. SALVATION - The Application of Redemption - Soteriology 
Common Grace - Deliverance from Sin 

We believe that salvation is wholly of God by grace on the basis of the redemption of Jesus 

Christ, the merit of His shed blood, and not on the basis of human merit or works. 

John 1:12; Ephesians 1:7; Ephesians 2:8-10; 1 Peter 1:18-19;  

 

Election - God’s Sovereign Choice    

We believe that election is the act of God by which, before the foundation of the world, He 

chose in Christ those whom He graciously regenerates, saves, and sanctifies.  Sovereign 

election does not contradict or negate the responsibility of man to repent and trust Christ as 

Savior and Lord.  Nevertheless, since sovereign grace includes the means of receiving the gift 

of salvation as well as the gift itself, sovereign election will result in what God determines.  All 

whom the Father calls to Himself will come in faith, and all who come in faith the Father will 

receive.  The unmerited favor that God grants to totally depraved sinners is not related to any 

initiative of their own part or to God’s anticipation of what they might do by their own will, but is 

solely of His sovereign grace and mercy.  Election should not be looked upon as based merely 

on abstract sovereignty.  God is truly sovereign, but He exercises this sovereignty in harmony 

with His other attributes, especially His omniscience, justice, holiness, wisdom, grace, and love. 

This sovereignty will always exalt the will of God in a manner totally consistent with His 

character as revealed in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Romans 8:28-30; Romans 9:8-24; Ephesians 1:4-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 2:10; 1 

Peter 1:1-2;  

 

Regeneration - Being Born Again 

Regeneration is a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit by which the divine nature and divine life 

are given.  It is instantaneous and is accomplished solely by the power of the Holy Spirit 

through the instrumentality of the Word of God when the repentant sinner, as enabled by the 

Holy Spirit, responds in faith to the divine provision of salvation.  Genuine regeneration is 

manifested by fruits worthy of repentance as demonstrated in righteous attitudes and conduct.  

Good works are the proper evidence and fruit of regeneration, and will be experienced to the 

extent that the believer submits to the control of the Holy Spirit in his life through faithful 

obedience to the Word of God. This obedience causes the believer to be increasingly 

conformed to the image of our Lord Jesus Christ. Such a conformity is climaxed in the believer’s 

glorification at Christ’s coming. 

John 3:3-8; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; Ephesians 5:17-21; Colossians 3:12-17; Titus 3:5; 2 Peter 

1:4-11;  

 

Justification- Being Made Right 

We believe that justification before God is an act of God by which He declares righteous those 

who, through faith in Christ, repent of their sins and confess Him as sovereign Lord.  This 

righteousness is apart from any virtue or work of man and involves the imputation of our sins to 
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Christ and the imputation of Christ’s righteousness to us.  By this means God is enabled to be 

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

Romans 2:4; Romans 3:20; Romans 8:30-33; 1 Peter 2:24;  

 

Sanctification - Growth in Holy Living 

We believe that every believer is sanctified (set apart) unto God by justification and is therefore 

declared to be holy and is therefore identified as a saint.  This sanctification is positional and 

instantaneous and should not be confused with progressive sanctification.  This sanctification 

has to do with the believer’s standing, not his present walk or condition.  We believe that there 

is also, by the work of the Holy Spirit, a progressive sanctification by which the state of the 

believer is brought closer to the standing the believer positionally enjoys through justification.  

Through obedience to the Word of God and the empowering of the Holy Spirit, the believer is 

able to live a life of increasing holiness in conformity to the will of God, becoming more and 

more like our Lord Jesus Christ.  In this respect, we believe that every saved person is involved 

in a daily conflict—the new creation in Christ doing battle against the flesh—but adequate 

provision is made for victory through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  The struggle 

nevertheless stays with the believer all through this earthly life and is never completely 

ended.  All claims to the eradication of sin in this life are unscriptural.  Eradication of all 

sin is not possible, but the Holy Spirit does provide for earthly and consistent victory 

over sin. 

Acts 20:32; Romans 6:1-22; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 1 Corinthians 6:11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 

Hebrews 10:10; Hebrews 10:14; 1 Peter 1:2;  

 

Perseverance of the Saints - Remaining a Christian   

We believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God’s power and are thus secure in 

Christ forever.  It is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation 

through the testimony of God’s Word, which, however, clearly forbids the use of Christian liberty 

as an occasion for sinful thought or sinful living. It should be understood that it is the duty of all 

believers to work out their faith with all diligence and humility to this end to provide satisfaction 

of ones assurance of salvation. Only God is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart 

of a person, but any turning away from the faith should be attributed to a lack of faith in the first 

place. 

John 5:24; John 6:37-40; John 10:27-30; Romans 5:9-10; Romans 8:31-39; Ephesians 4:30; 

Hebrews 13:5;  

 

Separation - Set Apart for God 

Separation from sin is clearly called for throughout the Old and New Testaments, and that the 

Scriptures clearly indicate that in the last days, apostasy and worldliness shall increase.  We 

believe that, out of deep gratitude for the undeserved grace of God granted to us, and because 

our glorious God is so worthy of our total consecration, all the saved should live in such a 

manner as to demonstrate our adoring love to God and so as not to bring reproach upon our 

Lord and Savior.  We also believe that separation from all religious apostasy, worldly and sinful 
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practices is commanded of us by God.  Believers should be separated unto our Lord Jesus 

Christ and affirm that the Christian life is a life of obedient righteousness that reflects the 

teaching of the Beatitudes, all scripture and a continual pursuit of holiness. 

Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; 1 Corinthians 6:14; 2 Corinthians 6: 16-18; 2 Timothy 

3:1-5; 1 John 2:15-17;  

 

Propitiation - God is Satisfied 

Paul speaks of Christ Jesus “whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 

received by faith.”  Paul then explains why God put forward Jesus as a “propitiation”  (that is, a 

sacrifice that bears the wrath of God against sin and thereby turns God’s wrath into favor).  “To 

make propitiation” - “a sacrifice of propitiation” used in the Scriptures have the meaning of a 

sacrifice that turns away the wrath of God and thereby makes God propitious (or favorable) 

toward us.  This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over former sins.  God had not simply forgiven sin and forgotten about the punishment 

in generations past.  He had forgiven sins and stored up his righteous anger against those sins.  

But at the cross the fury of all that stored up wrath against sin was unleashed against God’s 

own Son.  It is important to insist on this fact, because it is the heart of the doctrine of the 

atonement.  It means that there is an eternal, unchangeable requirement in the holiness and 

justice of God that sin be paid for.  Furthermore, before the atonement ever could have an 

effect on our subjective consciousness, it first had an effect on God and his relation to the 

sinners he planned to redeem.  Apart from this central truth, the death of Christ really cannot be 

adequately understood. 

Romans 3:25; Romans 5:11; Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 2:2; 1 John 4:10;  

 

Redemption - Purchased from Sin 

Because we as sinners are in bondage to sin and to Satan, we need someone to provide 

redemption and thereby “redeem” us out of that bondage.  When we speak of redemption, the 

idea of “ransom” comes into view.  A ransom is the price paid to redeem someone for bondage 

or captivity.  Though we were in bondage to sin and to Satan, there was no “ransom” paid either 

to “sin” or to Satan himself, for they did not have the power to demand such a payment.  It was 

God’s Holiness who was offended by sin and required a penalty to be paid for sin.  The penalty 

for sin was paid by Christ and received and accepted by God the Father.  As for deliverance 

from bondage to sin, Paul says, “So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 

God in Christ Jesus…For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under the law 

but under “Grace.”   

John 1:29; 1 Timothy 4:10; Titus 2:11; 2 Peter 3:9;  

 

Repentance - Walking a New Direction 

No one who refuses to repent can ever enter the kingdom of God.  Repentance is a 

prerequisite, a necessary condition for salvation.  In Scripture, repentance means to undergo a 

change of one’s mind.  This change of mind is not a mere switching of minor opinions, but of the 

entire direction of one’s life.  It involves a radical turning from sin and to Christ.  Repentance is 
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not the cause of new birth or regeneration; it is the result or fruit of regeneration.  Though 

repentance begins with regeneration, it is an attitude and action that must be repeated 

throughout the Christian life.  As we continue to sin, we are called upon to repent as we are 

convicted of our sin by the Holy Spirit. 

Jeremiah 31:18-19; Mark 1:15; John 1:12; John 5:24; Acts 5:31; Acts 11:18; 2 Timothy 2:25;  
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5. THE CHURCH - The Body of Christ - Ecclesiology 
We believe that all who place their faith in Jesus Christ are immediately placed by the Holy 

Spirit into one united spiritual Body, the church, the bride of Christ, of which Christ is the Head.  

The formation of the church, the Body of Christ, began on the Day of Pentecost and will be 

completed at the coming of Christ for His own at the rapture.  The church is thus a unique 

spiritual organism designed by Christ, made up of all born-again believers in this present age.  

The church is distinct from Israel due to the inclusion of the gentiles as heirs with Israel who 

share together in the promise in Christ Jesus.  The establishment and continuity of local 

churches is clearly taught and defined in the New Testament Scriptures and that the members 

of the one spiritual Body are directed to associate themselves together in local assemblies.  The 

one supreme authority for the church is Christ and that church leadership, gifts, order, 

discipline, and worship are all appointed through His sovereignty as found in the Scriptures. 

 

Leaders - Elders, Pastors, Deacons and Teachers 

The biblically designated officers serving under Christ and over the assembly are elders (also 

called pastors) and deacons, all of whom must meet biblical qualifications.  We believe that 

these leaders lead or rule as servants of Christ and have His authority in directing the church. 

1 Timothy 3:1-10; 1 Timothy 5: 17-22; Acts 20:28-30; 2 Timothy 4:3-5; 2 Peter 2:1;  

 

Purpose and Function - Why and how we work together 

We believe the importance of discipleship, mutual accountability of all believers to each other, 

as well as the need for discipline of sinning members of the congregation in accord with the 

standards of Scripture.  We believe in the autonomy of the local church, free from any external 

authority or control, with the right of self-government and freedom from the interference of any 

hierarchy of individuals or organizations. We believe that it is scriptural for true churches to 

cooperate with each other for the presentation and propagation of the faith.  Each local church, 

however, through its elders and their interpretation and application of Scripture, should be the 

sole judge of the measure and method of its cooperation.  The elders should determine all other 

matters of membership, policy, discipline, benevolence, and government as well.  The purpose 

of the church is to glorify God by building itself up in the faith, by instruction of the Word, by 

fellowship, by keeping the ordinances and by advancing and communicating the gospel to the 

entire world.  We believe in the calling of all saints to the work of service.  We believe the need 

of the church to cooperate with God as He accomplishes His purpose in the world.  To that end, 

He gives the church spiritual gifts.  He gives men chosen for the purpose of equipping the saints 

for the work of the ministry, and He also gives unique and special spiritual abilities to each 

member of the Body of Christ. 

Gifts were given in the apostolic era for the purpose of confirming the authenticity of the 

apostles’ message.  Scripture now becomes the sole test of the authenticity of a man’s 

message, and confirming gifts of a miraculous nature are no longer necessary to validate a man 

or his message.  Miraculous gifts can even be counterfeited by Satan so as to deceive even 

believers.  The only gifts in operation today are those equipping gifts given for edification of the 
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church.  God does hear and answer the prayer of faith and will answer in accordance with His 

own perfect will for the sick, suffering, and afflicted. 

Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12:12-13; 1 Corinthians 13:8-13; 2 

Corinthians 11:2; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; Ephesians 1:22; Ephesians 4:11-16; Ephesians 5:23-

32; Colossians 1:18; Revelation 19:7-8;  

 

*The Sacraments - Baptism and Holy Communion 

Two ordinances have been committed to the local church: baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  

Christian baptism is the solemn and beautiful testimony of a believer showing forth his faith in 

the crucified, buried, and risen Savior, and his union with Him in death to sin and resurrection to 

a new life.  It is also a sign of fellowship and identification with the visible Body of Christ. 

The Lord’s Supper is the commemoration and proclamation of His death until He comes, 

and should be always preceded by solemn self-examination. We also believe that, whereas the 

elements of Communion are only representative of the flesh and blood of Christ, participation in 

the Lord’s Supper is nevertheless an actual communion with the risen Christ, who indwells 

every believer, and so is present, fellowshipping with His people. 

Acts 2:38-39, 42; 1 Corinthians 11:28-32;  
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6. ANGELS - Angelology 
 

Holy Angels 

Angels are created beings and are therefore not to be worshiped. Although they are a higher 

order of creation than man, they are created to serve God and to worship Him. 

Luke 2:9-14; Hebrews 1:6-7; Hebrews 1:14; Revelation 5:11-14;  

 

Fallen Angels 

Satan is a created angel and the author of sin.  He incurred the judgment of God by rebelling 

against his Creator by taking numerous angels with him in his fall, and by introducing sin into 

the human race by his temptation of Eve.  Satan is the open and declared enemy of God and 

man.  He is the prince of this world, who has been defeated through the death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ and shall be eternally punished in the lake of fire. 

Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:11-19; Matthew 25:41; Revelation 12:7-12;  
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7. The Future - Eschatology 
 

Death  

Physical death involves no loss of our immaterial consciousness, that the soul of the redeemed 

passes immediately into the presence of Christ, that there is a separation of soul and body, and 

that, for the redeemed, such separation will continue until the rapture which initiates the first 

resurrection, when our soul and body will be reunited to be glorified forever with our Lord. Until 

that time, the souls of the redeemed in Christ remain in joyful fellowship with our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal and the unsaved to 

judgment and everlasting punishment. 

The souls of the unsaved at death are kept under punishment until the second 

resurrection, when the soul and the resurrection body will be united. They shall then appear at 

the Great White Throne Judgment and shall be cast into hell, the lake of fire, cut off from the life 

of God forever. 

Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23; James 2:26; Revelation 6:9-11;  

 

*The Rapture of the Church - Pretribulational Premillennialism 

We believe in the personal, bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ before the seven-year 

tribulation to transfer His church from this earth and, between this event and His glorious return 

with His saints, to reward believers according to their works. 

John 14:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:50-54; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; 

Revelation 3:10;  

 

*The Tribulation Period - Between the Rapture of the Church and the Millennium 

Immediately following the removal of the church from the earth the righteous judgments of God 

will be poured out upon an unbelieving world, and these judgments will be climaxed by the 

return of Christ in glory to the earth.  At that time the Old Testament and tribulation saints will be 

raised and the living will be judged. 

2 Thessalonians 2:7-12; Revelation 16;  

 

The Second Coming and the Millennial Reign 

After the tribulation period, Christ will come to earth to occupy the throne of David and establish 

His messianic kingdom for 1,000 years on the earth.  During this time the resurrected saints will 

reign with Him over Israel and all the nations of the earth. This reign will be preceded by the 

overthrow of the Antichrist and the False Prophet, and by the removal of Satan from the world.  

The kingdom itself will be the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel to restore them to the land 

that they forfeited through their disobedience.  The result of their disobedience was that Israel 

was temporarily set aside, but will again be awakened through repentance to enter into the land 

of blessing.  We believe that this time of our Lord’s reign will be characterized by harmony, 

justice, peace, righteousness, and long life, and will be brought to an end with the release of 

Satan. 
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Matthew 25:31; Acts 1:10-11; Acts 2:29-30; Revelation 19:11-16; Revelation 20:1-7;  

 

The Judgment of the Lost 

Following the release of Satan after the 1,000-year reign of Christ, Satan will deceive the 

nations of the earth and gather them to battle against the saints and the beloved city, at which 

time Satan and his army will be devoured by fire from heaven.  Following this, Satan will be 

thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, whereupon Christ, who is the Judge of all men, will 

resurrect and judge the great and small at the Great White Throne Judgment.  This resurrection 

of the unsaved dead to judgment will be a physical resurrection, whereupon receiving their 

judgment they will be committed to an eternal conscious punishment in the lake of fire. 

Matthew 25:41; John 5:22; Revelation 20:7-15;  

 

Eternity 

After the closing of the millennium, the temporary release of Satan, and the judgment of, the 

saved will enter the eternal state of glory with God, after which the elements of this earth are to 

be dissolved and replaced with a new earth, wherein only righteousness dwells.  Following this, 

the heavenly city will come down out of heaven and will be the dwelling place of the saints, 

where they will enjoy forever fellowship with God and one another.  Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

having fulfilled His redemptive mission, will then deliver up the kingdom to God the Father, that 

in all spheres the triune God may reign forever and ever. 

2 Thessalonians 1:9; 2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 21;  

 

 

Approved by the Board of Elders 11.10.08 

Approved by the Board of Elders (with minor changes) 09.11.12 

Approved by the Church Council 01.10.13 

Approved by the Church 01.27.13 
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Article I 1 
Name 2 

 3 
The name of this church shall be Grace Community Church, located in the town of Grantsville, 4 
Garrett County, in the state of Maryland.  5 

 6 
 7 

Article II 8 
Purpose 9 

 10 
The purpose of this church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ and proclaim the true gospel of 11 
Jesus Christ. 12 

 13 
 14 

Article III 15 
Policy 16 

 17 
The Government of this church is vested in its active members, who exercise the right of 18 
control in all its affairs, subject, however to the Laws of the State of Maryland relating to 19 
religious corporations. 20 

 21 
 22 

Article IV 23 
Faith, Covenant and Mission 24 

 25 
1. Faith - This church acknowledges as its sole Head, Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the 26 

Savior of man. It finds its authority in and from the Word of God in the 66 books of the 27 
Holy Bible as its rule for practice in all matters. It claims as its own, the faith of the historic 28 
church, expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed and reclaimed in the basic insights 29 
of the Protestant Reformation.                                                                                 30 
 31 
In accordance with the teaching of our Lord, we recognize two Sacraments; Baptism, and 32 
Holy Communion. Recognized baptism is performed in water by sprinkling, pouring or 33 
immersion in water in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The church recognizes 34 
infant baptism as a dedication of infants or children, and as a promise by their parents and 35 
the congregation to raise them “in the faith”.  We understand that baptism does not make 36 
one a member of God’s family, faith alone in who Christ is and what Christ has done makes 37 
one a member of God’s family. 38 

 39 
2. Covenant - We agree, one with another to seek and respond to the Bible as God’s Word, 40 

and His will for our lives. We desire to be kind and caring to each other, using scripture as 41 
our example. We desire to faithfully pursue a life of sanctification and a unified doctrine as 42 
affirmed by the Board of Elders. We desire to faithfully promote high standards of church 43 
membership and faithful attendance. We pledge ourselves to review and faithfully affirm a 44 
member covenant annually as presented by the Board of Elders.    45 
 46 
 47 
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3. Mission - The mission of the church is to go into the world making disciples by: declaring 1 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, gathering disciples into the life of the church, worshiping God in 2 
spirit and in truth, obeying Jesus’ commands now and forever, all to and for the glory of 3 
God. 4 

 5 
 6 

Article V 7 
Membership 8 

 9 
1. Membership in this church shall be open to any person who has professed their faith in 10 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing to submit to the authority of the church, its 11 
representative leadership, approved processes, documents, applications, covenants and 12 
standards for membership.  13 

2. Members shall pledge themselves to attend the regular worship of the church and the 14 
celebrations of the Lord’s Supper; to live the Christian life; to share in the life and work of 15 
the church; to contribute to its support and benevolences; and to seek diligently the spiritual 16 
welfare of the membership and the community. 17 

3. Members shall pledge to faithfully promote high standards of church membership and 18 
faithful adhere to an annual member covenant presented by the Board of Elders. 19 

4. Membership Categories 20 
a. An active member, who in the judgment of the Board of Elders shows interest in 21 

the church by attending at least 50% of the worship services per calendar year and 22 
contributes to the church treasury according to the church’s records. Active 23 
members shall be counted in the membership statistics of the congregation and 24 
have voting privileges whether present or by proxy. An exception may be granted by 25 
the Board of Elders for someone who requests to be an active member but cannot 26 
attend worship services due to health or other limitations. 27 

b. An in-active member is a former active member who no longer meets the standards 28 
laid out within active member status per calendar year. In-active members do not 29 
have voting or member privileges. The active church membership may remove any 30 
inactive member who if after 12 months of opportunity does not resume adherence 31 
to active member status.    32 

5. Any member may request a letter of transfer. The church may grant such requests approved 33 
by the active church membership.  34 

6. Brotherly discipline of the Membership shall be the responsibility of the Board of Elders as 35 
a representative of the Congregation.  36 

7. If a member persistently breaches their covenant vows, the Church Council may censure, 37 
suspend or terminate a membership by taking any or all of the following steps: 38 

a. Faithful efforts have been made to bring the member to amendment. 39 
b. A request for the member to attend a face to face meeting with an Elder or the 40 

Pastor has been granted. 41 
c. A request for the member to attend a face to face meeting with the board of Elders 42 

has been granted. 43 
d. A notice of request for correction by the Board of Elders has been given to the 44 

member in writing. 45 
e. A request for the member to attend a review before the Church Council has been 46 

granted. 47 
f. A request for the member to attend a member’s meeting has been granted. 48 
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Article VI 1 
        Governing Body 2 

 3 
The governing body of this church shall be the active membership assembled in a called church 4 
meeting. The vote of a majority of active members present at the meeting shall be the action of 5 
the church. A quorum shall consist of 50% of the active members. 6 

 7 
 8 

Article VII 9 
Church Council 10 

 11 
1. The Church Council shall consist of the Senior Pastor, a Board of no less than 3 Elders, and 12 

a Board of no less than 5 Deacons who meet the scriptural qualifications for such positions 13 
and shall be the executive body of the church. A majority of the Church Council members 14 
shall constitute a quorum. The number of Church Council members shall not exceed 12 15 
voting members.  16 

2. The Church Council shall organize itself each year by electing an Elder as President, an 17 
Elder as Vice-President, a Deacon as Vice-President, and a Secretary.  In addition, the 18 
Church Council shall appoint a Treasurer, Assistant Treasurers, Financial Secretaries and 19 
other boards, organizations and teams, as it may deem necessary. 20 

3. The President shall preside over meetings of the Church Council and of member’s meetings 21 
unless those active members attending the meeting decide otherwise. 22 

4. A Vice-President shall preside in the absence of the President unless those active members 23 
attending the meeting decide otherwise. 24 

5. The secretary shall keep the minutes of the Church Council and member’s meetings and 25 
shall preserve its archives. 26 

6. The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all funds of the church; and be bonded; and shall 27 
disburse all such funds in accordance with the decisions of the members and of the Church 28 
Council. A financial report approved by the Board of Deacons and the Church Council 29 
shall be presented at the annual January Member’s Meeting. 30 

7. The Board of Elders is appointed to assist and support the Pastor in the general 31 
government of the congregation. They form, with the Pastor, a council in common for the 32 
spiritual supervision of the congregation, which is committed to their care. They shall be on 33 
hand in all circumstances with spiritual aid for the congregation’s necessities and desires. 34 
They shall have special responsibility, acting with the Pastor for the development of a sound 35 
program of evangelism, for matters pertaining to the congregation’s worship, member 36 
discipline and for general spiritual care of the congregation, and shall regularly make 37 
recommendations to the Church Council.    38 

8. The Service & Stewardship Team comprised of at least: The Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, 39 
and Financial Secretary shall have special responsibility for the management and securing of 40 
funds; shall act as trustees under the Maryland Religious Corporation Act. Other interested 41 
persons in addition to the officers named in this section will make known to the members 42 
of the congregation the needs of the congregation, foster stewardship, cultivate the spirit of 43 
cheerful giving; care of the property; prepare the annual church budget; and make 44 
recommendations to the Church Council.  45 

 46 
 47 
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9. The Discipleship Team comprised of no less than one Elder shall have special responsibility 1 
under the supervision of the Pastor and the Board of Elders to operate the discipleship 2 
programs of the church and other schools, to promote the education of all ages within the 3 
church and make recommendations to the Church Council. 4 

10. The Fellowship and Outreach Team comprised of at least a member of the Deacon Board 5 
and other interested persons shall have special responsibility for fostering fellowship 6 
opportunities and outreach programs which enhance the unity of the church and reach 7 
outside the walls of the church with the gospel message.   8 

11. Nominations shall be made for the offices of Elders and Deacons by the Board of Elders 9 
and be approved by the Church Council. Notice to the congregation of such nominations 10 
shall be given from the pulpit or in the Sunday bulletin or by post marked letter at least 14 11 
days before the election. 12 

12. The present Elders and Deacons of the Church Council shall continue with their terms of 13 
office on an annual basis. There shall be an election of affirmation each year to reaffirm or 14 
reject continuing positions and to affirm and elect any new Elders or Deacons presented by 15 
the Church Council as a candidate for election and affirmation by the Church Membership. 16 

13. The election, affirmation and reaffirmation of each Elder and Deacon must be affirmed by 17 
no less than 75% of the voting quorum of active members or the candidate shall not hold 18 
or continue in office.    19 

14. Vacancies on the Church Council may be filled by a nomination by the Board of Elders and 20 
approved by the Church Council. 21 

15. The Church Council may authorize any extraordinary expense if funds are available not to 22 
exceed 10% of the approved annual budget per year. If borrowing is necessary, it must 23 
receive the approval of the majority of the active members of the church.  24 

16. The Church Council shall meet at least quarterly or more often if necessary for the 25 
transaction of such business as may come before it. The Boards of Elders and Deacons 26 
shall meet separately as needed.  27 

 28 
 29 

Article VIII 30 
Pastor 31 

 32 
1. The pastor must be in agreement with the church’s faith and covenant as stated in Article 33 

IV. 34 
2. It shall be the responsibility of the Board of Elders to seek a candidate for a pastoral 35 

vacancy. 36 
3. The Board of Elders shall present to the church the name of the candidate it recommends 37 

to fill the vacancy. At least one meeting will be held by the candidate and the Board of 38 
Elders. At least one meeting will also be held by the candidate and the Church Council. The 39 
candidate will present at least one trial sermon and meet with the congregation. A favorable 40 
vote of no less than 75% of the active membership of the church constitutes a call.  41 

4. When a minister accepts a call to this church, the church shall have a service of installation 42 
or ordination.  43 

5. In the call, the terms of the relationship shall be stated, including any benefits package 44 
agreed upon by the candidate and the Church Council.  45 

6. The Pastor, as an Elder and a spiritual leader of the congregation, shall be a voting member 46 
of the Board of Elders, Church Council and an advisory member of all other boards, teams, 47 
groups, committees, and organizations of the church. 48 
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7. Brotherly discipline of the Pastor shall be the responsibility of the Board of Elders 1 
representing the church. 2 

8. The Board of Elders may at its discretion may recommend Associate or Assistant Pastors. 3 
9. In order to terminate a pastoral employment, 30 days notice shall be given by the Board of 4 

Elders. Such a termination shall be approved by majority vote of a quorum of the active 5 
members in a duly called members meeting. 6 

 7 
 8 

Article IX 9 
 Property 10 

 11 
1. The church may in its corporate name, acquire by purchase, gift, devise, bequest or 12 

otherwise and own, hold, invest, reinvest or dispose of property both real and personal for 13 
such work as the church may undertake and may purchase, own, hold, invest, reinvest or 14 
dispose of property both real and personal for such work as the church may undertake and 15 
may purchase, own, receive, hold, manage, care for and transfer, rent, lease, mortgage or 16 
otherwise encumber, sell, assign, transfer, and convey such property for the general 17 
purposes of the church; it may receive and hold in trust both real and personal property and 18 
invest and reinvest the same and make any contracts for promoting the objects and 19 
purposes of the church. 20 

2. Upon dissolution of the church, its assets and all property and interests of which it shall 21 
then be possessed, including any devise, bequest, gift or grant contained in any will or other 22 
instrument, in trust or otherwise, will be given to a non-profit organization as defined by 23 
state law at the discretion of the active members of the church. 24 

 25 
 26 

Article X 27 
Member Meetings 28 

 29 
1. An Annual Member’s Meeting of the active membership shall be held in the month of 30 

January unless encumbered by weather. A majority of the active members shall constitute a 31 
quorum. At this meeting, the Church Council, the Officers of the church, the Pastor, and all 32 
church organizations may submit annual reports. 33 

2. Additional Member Meetings may be called by the Board of Elders or by a petition to the 34 
Church Council signed by at least fifteen percent of the active members. The Board of 35 
Elders shall call such meetings within 30 days from receipt of the petition.  36 

3. Member meetings require 14 consecutive days prior notice listed in the church bulletin, post 37 
marked letter or by announcement during the worship service.  38 

 39 
 40 

Article XI 41 
Rules of Order 42 

 43 
1. Robert’s Rules of Order (Revised) shall be the parliamentary authority for all matters of 44 

procedure not specifically covered by this Constitution and/or By-Laws. 45 
 46 
 47 

 48 
49 
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Article XII 1 
By-Laws 2 

  3 
1. The church shall adopt such by-laws as may from time to time be found  4 
       necessary. No by-law may conflict with this constitution. 5 
2. By-laws may be adopted or amended at any legally called meeting of the  6 

Active members by a two-thirds majority vote of those active members present. A copy of 7 
the proposed by-law or amendment shall be made available at the church facilities no less 8 
than 14 days prior to the meeting. 9 

 10 
 11 

Article XIII 12 
Amendments 13 

 14 
1. No amendment to this constitution shall conflict with the doctrinal basis as contained in 15 

Article IV and the purpose as contained in Article II. 16 
2. A proposed amendment to this constitution shall be: 17 

a. Read at a meeting of the congregation or mailed to the voting members no less than 18 
thirty days before a legally called meeting of the active members to adopt such 19 
changes.  20 

b. Approved, with or without change, at the meeting following its announcement, by a 21 
two-thirds vote of those active members present. 22 

 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
 28 

 29 
This Constitution Ratified by the Joint Church Council on January 10, 2013 30 

 31 
This Constitution Ratified by the Active Members on January 27, 2013 32 


