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19 Go therefore 

and make disciples 

of all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the name 

of the Father and of 

the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to 

observe all that I 

have commanded 

you. And behold, I 

am with you always, 

to the end of the 

age.”  

- Matthew 28:19-20   

(ESV) 

Believer’s 

Baptism 



Thank you for your interest in being baptized in obe-
dience to the scriptures. May you experience the 
fullness of God's blessings and His promise for eter-
nal life as you prepare. 
 

What is baptism?  

Baptism is a outward sign of an inward call by God 
to walk in obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Churches have celebrated this sign as it pictures the 
death to sin (buried in water) and being brought to 
life (up out of the water) through the resurrecting 
power of the gospel. Scripture commands believers 
to be baptized not to be saved but to display ones 
faith in Christ in an outward public manner.  
 
It is world repeating that being baptized does not 
guarantee a person's salvation, however it is a public 
expression of the fact that we now belong to God 
and are making a declaration before God and those 
witnessing the ceremony of your commitment to let 
your life honor, respect and serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 

 
What is the purpose of baptism?  

In addition to providing a tangible picture of the gos-
pel, baptism marks a turning point that serves to 
helps to remind a believer of what God has done in 
one’s life. Baptism reminds us in times when we 
doubt of the security we have in Christ as we walk 
with Him.  
 
This memory does not give us license to sin but 
provides a moment of contrasting what we once 
were to who God has called us to be. Baptism is not 
the end of the road to walking with Christ but signi-
fies the beginning of the walk. 
 
Much the same way that the communion elements 
are meaningful reminders of the cost that Jesus paid 
to bear our sin, baptism shows us the difference 
Christ should make in our relationship with our sin 
(to die to it).  
 
Baptism is an opportunity to be obedient to the scrip-
tures. It is also an opportunity for the church commu-
nity to witness the effects of the gospel and to   
thank God for bringing about new life. Baptism does 
not secure our salvation but is public declaration to 
walk in obedience to Christ Jesus. 

Who should be baptized?  

These three things should be true of someone seeking to be 
baptized: 
 
1. They should be committed Christians. They should have 
reached a point of believing the Good News – that God calls 
them to be part of God’s kingdom, family and mission in this 
world. They have confidence that Jesus lived and died to pay 
for their sins and rose from death to give them a new life, that 
God loves them, and that they can have a growing relationship 
with God as a free gift of grace. They shouldn’t just be Chris-
tian in name – but rather, Christians from the heart, with a 
sincere personal, committed faith. (If you aren’t sure how to 
become a committed Christian, please speak with one of our 
Elders– any of us would be glad to help you take this important 
step.) 
 
2. They should be involved in the church – either as committed 
actively attending members or as people preparing for mem-
bership. 
 
3. They should take seriously the call to have a strong spiritual 
and biblical foundation. They should be committed to spread-
ing the goods news, and even more importantly, to making 
God a part of their daily lives.  
 
 
Preparing for baptism  
At our church, we generally schedule special opportunities for 
believer’s to be baptized where full immersion in water is pos-
sible (at a lake, river or ocean). You will be asked to meet with 
the pastor before for a time of study and review of the scrip-
tures that provide us guidance to support the ideals of baptism 
and as part of your preparation to make six vows in the ser-
vice.  
 
If upon study of the scriptures you are not comfortable with the 
scriptural support for baptism, we encourage patience and 
delay until conviction is reached.     
 
 
What does baptism involve?  

You, the church and any guests you may want to invite will be 
asked to join our Elders at a suitable location. An Elder will 
introduce you and pray for the event. After that, you will be 
asked to provide a verbal testimony of your faith in Christ (this 
may be written out and simply read) or you may respond  "I 
do" to some questions posed to you by the Elder. The baptism 
will continue by immersing you in water in the name of the 
Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit and conclude with prayer. 
 
 
 

Scheduling and Confirmation 

Upon approval, you will be contacted and offered several 
dates to select from for your baptism. We recommend 
that you not make travel plans for friends and relatives 
until your service has been confirmed. 
 
 
Baptism Vows ( in l ieu of a verbal test imony ) 
1. Will you do your best to honor, revere, and love Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
 
2. Will you do your best to maintain a home where Jesus 
Christ is honored and obeyed, where the Word of God is 
the authority and Jesus Christ is the head? 
 
3. Will you commit yourself to God in prayer on a regular 
basis, trusting God to override your mistakes and make 
up for your shortcomings? 
 
4. Will you actively rely on the Holy Spirit to grow your 
affections of the scriptures and the Lord Jesus Christ? 
 
5. Will you do your best to obey the scriptures and the will 
of God, without bitterness or resistance? 
 
6. Will you do your best to be a fully devoted follower of 
Jesus Christ, so that this world has godly examples to 
follow?  
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