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Text:  Revelation 12:7-12     Jim Gronbeck 
Theme: “God’s Mighty Warriors”    Michael & All Angels 
 #1016       September 29, 2019 
 
 I have a bit of a confession to make:  Looking ahead at the texts and 

themes for Sept. a couple months ago, I thought this would be an 

interesting theme.  And it has been interesting!  

 Michael is known as an arch angel, one of the chief angels in God’s 

heavenly courts.  He is noted in both OT and NT and is listed with Gabriel 

and Raphael as angels who stand beside God’s throne.  In today’s lessons 

Michael is the chief angel who leads the battle against the devil and casts 

the devil out of heaven.  The Christian Church has been observing this day 

in honor of Michael (and the other angels) since the early 400s.   

 In the Hebrew language, the usual word for “angel” means simply, 

‘messenger.’  The angels are God’s messengers and are noted in the Bible 

as God’s mighty warriors, his heavenly army.  They also bring God’s 

messages to people.   

 In the OT God set angels to guard the entrance to Eden following the 

expulsion of Adam and Eve; an angel stops Abraham from sacrificing his 

son, Isaac; an angel visited Jacob and protected him; angels also appeared 

to Abraham and Sarah as humans to tell them Sarah will give birth to a 

child.   
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 In the NT, most famously angels accompanied Archangel Gabriel to 

announce the birth of the Messiah. Gabriel had previously announced that 

Mary and Elizabeth would become pregnant with John the Baptist and 

Jesus.  There were angels who ministered to Jesus during His life on earth; 

an angel freed Peter from prison, and in the book of Revelation angels play 

a prominent role.   Angels are referred to nearly 500 times in the Bible! 

 So what are your beliefs about angels?  According to research, 

approx. 69% of adults, and 76% of teenagers believe in angels.  There are 

numerous magazine articles about angels, and there have even been 

television shows about angels among us.  A while back our Tueesday Bible 

Study group studied angels.  We ended up with some new information on 

angels that contradicts what we might hear in society.  Biblical angel 

appearances that are not in visions, such as in Daniel or Revelation, don’t 

mention wings.  Angels can take on human form, but aren’t always 

described that way.  They can be invisible, or can be seen by only certain 

individuals, and can also materialize in the form of ‘mist’ or light.  Angels 

are not humans who have previously died, however.  God created the 

angels before the creation of humans and all the angels have been created 

by God.  Angels are also seen as spirits, not humans.  Stories told can 
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become legends and then seen as truths when there is no biblical basis for 

such beliefs.   

 The book of Hebrews reminds us in chapter 13 to be hospitable to 

strangers for this is how some have entertained angels without knowing it.  

Angels can come to us without our knowing, and without our asking.  

Angels are one of the ways that God works in our world; it’s certainly 

something we don’t understand, which can make it difficult to believe.   

 I’m going to share with you a story that was in the study of angels we 

did many years ago.  It was told by Richard Jahn in 1960.  He writes: 

 My father was the pastor of a congregation in western Nebraska near 

Fort Kearney.  It became necessary for him to take a firm stand against an 

utterly depraved man.  Chiefly because of the testimony of my father, this 

many was convicted and sentenced to several years of hard labor.  He was 

filled with bitter, vindictive hatred against my father and vowed that he 

would kill him. 

 On one occasion after the man’s release, my father was walking the 

streets of Fort Kearney late one night and when he approached a certain 

alley, he heard footsteps all around him.  He looked in every direction; 

there was enough light that he could see quite well, but he could see no 

people at all.  When he would stop, there was no sound.  When he moved 
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forward, he again could hear these footsteps all about him. In his 

apprehension he prayed to the LORD for protection against any evil that 

might threaten to harm him, but the footsteps kept right on.   

 Finally, as my father crossed an alley, the ex-convict sprang at him, 

brandishing a club, but before he could take more than a step, an 

expression of utter fright came upon his face.  He dropped the club and ran 

down the alley, screaming.  My father never saw him again.  After he had 

crossed the alley, the footsteps ceased, and he never heard them 

anymore. 

 He always believed, and used to tell us children, that he was 

convinced that the LORD had sent a guard of angels, invisible to him, but 

visible to the would-be assassin, that protected him on that night. 

 This is an incredible story, one that can’t be proven one way or 

another, but it reminds us of Psalm 34:7: “The angel of the LORD encamps 

around those who fear Him, and delivers them.”  The world is filled with 

miracle stories of super-natural experiences; it is hard to know how to 

interpret them except through the eyes of faith.   

 Where are the angels today?  We have referred to long-suffering 

people as angels, or those who put up with difficult situations as ‘angels,’ 
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but that is really just an expression.  (In that vein I have heard Julie referred 

to as an angel!)   

 Maybe some of you have had an experience that may be hard to 

explain, or where you have somehow felt God’s presence in a strangely 

powerful way.  There are many things we cannot logically explain, but that 

doesn’t mean that those things aren’t real.  If you care to talk about it, I am 

always eager to hear your stories of God’s presence in your lives.   

 The texts in our lessons today are eschatological—that is they deal 

with the end times—when Jesus returns to complete the victory won on 

Easter morning.  They remind us of the battle that is waged between the 

forces of good and the forces of evil.  Clearly the ultimate cause for Satan’s 

defeat is Jesus.  Michael, the archangel, battles Satan on behalf of Jesus.  

The voice from heaven reminds us of the power and victory of the Messiah, 

Jesus, and warns us that the power of evil is still at work in the world.   

 We see the evil and sin every day.  We live in a world that is still 

broken.  We continually need the power of Jesus Christ over the forces of 

evil and Jesus is at work among us in ways we may not even realize at the 

time.  The man in the story reminds us that we are not alone and need to 

rely on Jesus for all our needs.  Maybe you have had such an experience, 

maybe not.  Don’t close your mind or heart to the ways Jesus works among 
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us.  He has promised to never leave us and the Bible reminds us that we 

are always in His care and keeping.   

 In many ways we can see the devil lashing out in the world through 

the ways that hatred and anger exist among people.  We can see it every 

day in the news media reports.  We experience it even in social media.  

People lash out in anger against one another to try to gain power or 

influence over others.  Reputations or feelings mean little to those who are 

trying to harm others.  Satan is at work because he knows his time is 

running short.  But Jesus will claim the final victory.  We are called by 

Jesus to share His story of love and forgiveness as we go about each day.  

We are called to be ‘little Christs’ to a world that needs His love and grace.   

 The texts today remind us that Jesus is the One who can save us.  

He has a host of angels at His disposal to guide and lead us.  He calls us to 

follow and keep the faith amid the turmoil that surrounds us. 

 Amen        1368 

  

  


