
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus the 

Christ.  Amen.  Heavenly Father, I pray that the words of my mouth and the 

meditations of our hearts will be alive with the Holy Spirit and acceptable in your 

sight.  Amen. 

It seems that my father had a problem.  He had two horses that he couldn’t tell apart.  

To solve this dilemma, my dad trimmed the mane of one of the horse so that the mane 

was distinctly shorter.  It seemed like this should have solved the situation but the day 

after my dad had trimmed one horse’s mane, my grandfather decided that he liked the 

look of the shorter mane and cut the other horse’s mane so they matched, and my 

father could no longer tell the horses apart.  So my father cut the tail of one of the 

horses so the tail was slightly shorter.  The next day, the horse with the longer tail 

caught its tail on a nail and to free the horse my dad was forced to shorten the 2
nd

 

horse’s tail.  Finally my dad measured the height of each horse and found that the 

white horse was 5 inches taller than the black horse.  The situation that my dad faced 

was the same situation that Philip faced in today’s Gospel when he asked Jesus to 

show him the father.  The answer was obvious if Philip had only looked.  Is our 

situation today much different than Philips?  Do we too ask the obvious question? 

How do we recognize God today?  The answer is as obvious as the question if we only 

look through the eyes of the Holy Spirit. 

We first discover the obvious answer in today’s Psalm.  The Psalmist believed to be 

King David begins by saying, “O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom 

you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.”   Where do we see God?  

We see God in what He has created.  Look around you.  Every single thing in your 

vision was created by God and belongs to God.  We see God everywhere.  God is in 

the flowers.  God is in the people sitting with us at the coffee table.  God is in the 



pews that grace our sanctuary and in the glass that forms our windows.  God is all 

around us.  It’s easy to recognize God if we only look. 

In our text from Acts, God in the form of the Holy Spirit is instantly recognized.   First 

of all God appeared in a sound like the rushing of the wind.   It’s almost as though 

God were speaking with as much intensity as was possible.  Hey, pay attention to me!  

This is important!  Acts doesn’t tell us that the sound was loud but rather it tells us 

that the sound filled the house.  The word violent tells us that this sound contained 

passion!  It contained intensity.  I used to coach my drama students on how to project.  

I would tell them to fill their lungs with air and push forcefully with their diaphragm.  

This violent expulsion of wind would cause their words to bounce off the back wall 

and fill their space.  I would tell them that they could be emoting like crazy but if the 

audience can’t hear you, you aren’t communicating.  God projected and 

communicated with the disciples.   

God went even farther to insure that he had the attention of the disciples.  God 

followed the earth shattering sound with some pyrotechnics!  Tongues that appeared 

to be of fire rested on each and every head.  In today’s modern world, we would call 

these special effects, but they were not special effects.  They were real and the effect 

that they had was very special.  The sound of the wind and the tongues like fire 

contained the Holy Spirit.  When the Holy Spirit entered the disciples, they were 

instantly changed.  Instead of sitting together in a room separated from the world, 

almost dead to the world, when they received the Holy Spirit, they became alive, 

entered the world, and took the world by force of will.  The violent nature of the wind 

and fire became the passionate preaching of salvation.   

The Disciples began preaching Christ crucified, risen, and ascended.  What really 

made this startling was that those who heard the words heard them in their own 



language.  Boy did they hear them.  Significantly, this event did not happen in a 

vacuum.  The disciples received the Holy Spirit 50 days after Christ’s resurrection and 

10 days after Jesus ascended into heaven.  The feast of the Pentecost was being held in 

Jerusalem so that the town was full of religious pilgrims from all over the world.  The 

streets were particularly full because the Disciples received the Holy Spirit at 9 AM, 

the third hour, just as the doors of the Temple were being unlocked.  This situation 

would be analogous to the crowd in front of the doors of a big box store as they 

opened for Black Friday sales.    

Most who heard were awed and amazed but there were nay-sayers.  But others 

sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."  But Peter, standing with the 

eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, these are not 

drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning.  Peter replied to the 

scoffers that the disciples couldn’t be drunk because it was too early in the morning, 

but in retrospect, the ones who sneered were right!  Peter said that those who sneered 

were incorrect in their assessment of the reason for the strange behavior of the 

disciples.  But the scoffers were correct.  The disciples were indeed filled with the 

giddiness that accompanies new wine.  The disciples had first consumed this new 

wine as it was consecrated on Maundy Thursday when Jesus shared his last supper 

with his disciples.  The new wine that held the real presence of Jesus Christ, the new 

wine that freed the disciples from sin, death, and eternal damnation.   Jesus was in the 

disciples just as He is in us when we share communion.  The Holy Spirit was also now 

in them.  The disciples were intoxicated with redemption.  We recognize God when 

we see the lives of the apostles.  We recognize God when we see their passion for 

Christ’s children, first for the Jews and then later for the Gentiles.  



The passion continues in the ministry of St. Paul.  In Acts, chapter 9, Jesus confronted 

Saul on the road to Damascus, He asked Saul why Saul persecuted Him.  Saul 

wondered who was speaking to him because at that point in time, Saul did not know 

Jesus.  Then Jesus spoke again and Paul recognized him.  As we all know, Paul spent 

the rest of his life showing people who Jesus was.  In Paul’s letter to the Roman, 

Martin Luther found the key to recognizing the Father.  (Faith alone, Christ alone, 

Grace Alone,)  Paul tells us that we are children of God.  We should call on our Father 

because we are his heirs.  You and I will inherit the kingdom of God because God 

adopted us when he sent his Son to die for our sins.  The obvious answer is that we 

recognize God in those Christians who surround us.    

Finally we come to the obvious question that Philip asked in today’s Gospel.  Show us 

the father.  How will we know the Father?  Jesus responds in a way that Teachers I’m 

sure have been responding since schools first began.  Hello, were you listening these 

past three years?  Couldn’t you see the chalk board when I wrote the answer there?  

You know if you had spent less time talking to Mary Magdalene during the Sermon 

on the Mount perhaps you would know the answer to that request.  Thanks Philip for 

proving that there are indeed dumb questions.   Let me answer your question for 

perhaps the 100
th
 time.  Jesus of course didn’t respond with sarcasm.  He responded 

with the love and patience that exemplify his divine nature.  If you have seen me, you 

have seen the Father.  When I leave you, the father will send the Holy Spirit to teach 

you and serve as your advocate.  While God the Creator, Jesus the Savior, and the 

Holy Spirit are different from each other, they are all the same.  (I’m sure that you will 

hear more on that next week – Trinity Sunday) 

Ultimately we must answer the obvious question for ourselves.  How do you see the 

father?  For some it could be communing with nature while fishing on a lake.  For 

others it could be cooking up a kettle of soup and bringing it to a shut in.  For some it 



could be sitting in a church surrounded by fellow Christians.  For our Northwest 

Minnesota Synod of the ELCA it is meeting today to prayerfully elect a new Bishop to 

lead our Church for the near future.  For many, it is feeling the peace of God surround 

them.  For me, it is in observing love in action.    The 60’s song that says they will 

know we are Christians by our love tells us exactly where we see God.  It echoes the 

children’s song from my youth.  Love Him, Love Him all ye little children, God is 

love, God is love. We recognize God in acts of love.   

We see God in the Grace our creator gave us when he sent his son to die for us.  We 

see God in Jesus Christ willingly dying on the cross for our sins.  We see God in the 

Holy Spirit giving us the faith that we need to believe.  “Show us the Father and we 

will be satisfied.”  If we want to see the father all we need to do is look at the cross.  It 

was filled and is now empty.  We need to look at the tomb.  It was filled and is now 

empty.  We need to look into the room that once contained the disciples.  The room 

was full and now is empty.  God the Holy Spirit cannot be contained in a room.  The 

wind and fire will fill the world!  

Thanks be to God! Amen! 
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Lord God, we pray that we live our lives as you intend. Help us to keep our values, beliefs and moral 

senses as reflections of your will.  Bless the leaders of our nation and the leaders of all nations.  

Remind them that their power is temporal and Jesus’ power is eternal.  Make them aware that it is 

your world and they are simply caretakers. Guide them to work together for the good of your people.  

Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

We pray that you may bless those elders who have had and continue to have an impact in our 

lives.  Give them comfort and security so that they may continue to share their wisdom with us.  

Be with them where ever they may be.  Keep them alive in your holy spirit. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

We pray today for those in our community with special needs, those who are experiencing an 

illness, Especially we pray for ___________________________May they feel your healing 

power.__ We pray for all those who mourn the loss of a loved one, especially we pray for the 

family of ___________-_May their friends and family feel the comfort of your loving embrace.  

We pray for all of the concerns we hold silently in our hearts and pray for all those dear to us that 

we name now in our hearts.  Give them your peace.  Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

We thank you today for being with us. We thank you for making us whole with your gift of the 

Holy Spirit and your promise of eternal life.  We ask that you keep us on your path, and protect 

us from those who would lead us astray. Keep us mindful of our failings and our need for grace. 

Make us humble servants who are dutiful sons and daughters, mothers and fathers, husbands and 

wives, growing daily in faith, washed in the blood of the lamb.  Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  (Who taught us to pray) Amen. 
 


