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Sunday July 8, 2018  

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  

Amen.  Heavenly Father, I pray that the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts 

will be alive with the Holy Spirit and acceptable in your sight.  Amen.   

“It is no secret what God can do.  What he’s done for others he’ll do for you.  With arms wide 

open he’ll pardon you.  It is no secret what God can do!”  I’m certain that most of you 

approaching or past retirement age, whatever your taste in music, are familiar with this song.  It 

was the first song to reach #1 on the Gospel, country, and pop charts.  It was written by Stuart 

Hamblen, the son of a Methodist minister and a recovering alcoholic.  The words were inspired 

by Billy Graham and at the suggestion of Hamblen’s good friend John Wayne, this song was 

written.  As Paul Harvey would have said, “now you know the rest of the story.”  But do we?  

The story is about the Power of God.  Today’s texts continue the theme that has been 

permeating our scripture readings the past few weeks.  We explore once again the power of God 

but with a slight twist.  It is no secret what God can do but where do we fit in this equation.   

Let’s hear the rest of the story.  

Our Old Testament text from Ezekiel finds us with the Israelites preparing to go to Babylon in 

exile.  God is angry.  His chosen people have denied him.  This is not the first time that they 

have strayed.  It seems that almost anywhere you look in the Old Testament God’s chosen 

people have rejected him.  They have gone against his will time and time again.  God has 

punished his people in the past – at one point in time God even destroyed the world with a 

flood.   It seems that God’s people have short memories.  His people forget the power of God.  

They sin and when God punishes them they become contrite and beseech God for help.  When 

God gives them comfort they return to Him.  Once the crisis is passed the Israelites again 

become reliant on themselves instead of on God.  The cycle repeats.  Their human will takes 

precedence over God’s will.  This is the situation as God speaks to Ezekiel.  God’s people have 

left Him and are following false gods.  So God has decided to punish his people and rip them 

from their homes.  God commissions Ezekiel to be His messenger.  God puts the power of his 

words in the mouth of Ezekiel.  God says to Ezekiel that “they shall know that there has been a 

prophet among them.”  It is Ezekiel’s task to remind the people of Israel that God is a God of 

power.  Let’s hear the rest of the story. 

This theme continues in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians.  Paul tells us in Chapter 12, 

verses 9 and 10 “but he – meaning God – said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power 

is made perfect in weakness.’ So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 

power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.”  
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Paul stresses to the Corinthians and to us that it isn’t about our strength.  It is about God’s 

strength.  Paul reminds the Corinthians that even he, Paul, has issues.  Paul spoke of the thorns 

in his side.  There are problems that must be solved, challenges that must be met, and situations 

that must be resolved.  The world surrounding us will always have negatives.  We can approach 

those encounters by talking about our virtues and utilizing our powers or we can rely on the 

power of God.  Paul tells us that he prayed to have the thorns removed but they remained.  

There is no question that Paul was a man of Faith!  If anyone had the faith to remove thorns 

through prayer, it was Paul.  This was a man who met Jesus on the road to Damascus.  Paul had 

everything going for him in the faith department yet the thorns remained.  Paul then changed his 

view of the thorns and they became not a painful sore but rather a reminder that whether they 

were removed or not, Paul was a child of God and blessed with God’s grace.  The power of God 

was not dependent on Paul’s faith but rather God’s will.  Let’s hear the rest of the story.  

We see the power of God in our Gospel text.  Jesus has returned to his hometown and finds that 

the situation is less than copasetic.  The people he grew up with don’t see him as a prophet.  

They see him as a carpenter.  They see him as a son and brother.  They take what has happened 

in the rest of the world and disregard it because they know Jesus only as a man.  They may have 

heard of his works in other areas but they reject it as nothing more than rumors.  The people 

hear with their own ears the knowledge and wisdom that Jesus possesses and cannot get by their 

own prejudice against him.  It is almost like they were jealous of his knowledge.  They were 

seemingly offended because he knew more than they did and had done things that they could 

not do.  What is significant in my mind is that Mark says “Jesus could do no signs of power in 

their midst except for healing some sick by the laying on of his hands.”  The people of his own 

home town rejected Jesus and all the good he could do for them just as the Israelites time and 

time again rejected God.  Jesus himself seems incredulous.  Mark says that Jesus was amazed 

by their unbelief.  The people of his home town saw their own power and not the power of God.  

By putting Jesus down they in their minds built themselves up.  They were closed and rejected 

the cornerstone.   

It almost gives us the sense that because Jesus couldn’t perform acts of Great power in his 

hometown that the miracles performed by Jesus elsewhere are somehow dependent on the 

people who benefitted from the miracle.  That the power of God is dependent on us.  It gives us 

the impression that if we believe enough, if we have enough faith then miracles can happen for 

us.  That is not the case.  Remember that Jesus did heal the sick by the laying on of hands when 

he was in his home town.  This tells us that he had the power to perform miracles.  If faith was 

necessary for miracles Lazarus never would have been raised from the dead.  Jairus’ daughter 

from last week’s text would not have been brought to life.  Paul’s thorns from our Epistle text 

would have been removed.  In a parallel description of Jesus’ visit to his home town, the gospel 
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of Matthew describes these same events in such a way as to more clearly imply that Jesus chose 

to not perform any miracles because of the town’s unbelief.  

How Jesus responded to this rejection situation gives us insight into Jesus the man.  Jesus did 

not let himself be defined by the reactions of one community.  While many flawed humans 

including me would have started to doubt themselves or react angrily with some sort of 

retaliation; Jesus responded to this situation by simply leaving and brushing the dust of the town 

off of his sandals.  Jesus left and began teaching in the villages.  He didn’t let this circumstance 

stop him for one minute.  He didn’t dwell on his lack of successful communication.  Jesus 

understood that man was a sinful being and sin separated man from God.  Jesus knew flawed 

men would reject him until the Holy Spirit gave men the power to accept him.  Jesus went on 

with his ministry and in fact expanded it.  Jesus took his twelve disciples, paired them up, and 

commissioned them to go out into the country and do his work.  Jesus gave them the power to 

heal the sick and drive out demons.  They were to travel into God’s world and spread God’s 

message relying on God to provide for them.  They were told not to take a second cloak, food, 

or even money.  Jesus gave the disciples instructions concerning how to deal with rejection.  

The disciples were to simply leave and shake the dust off their sandals. This is of course not the 

end.  What is the rest of the story? 

What does all of this mean to us in 2018?  We are to fulfill our commission, answer our call.  

God has a call for each and every one of us.  As Ezekiel was called so are we called.  As the 

disciples were commissioned and sent, we are sent.  We are to proclaim the power of God 

whatever our occupation, whatever our circumstances in life.  We must stand up against the sin 

which separates us from God.  We must confront the problems in our own towns or cities – the 

thorns in our flesh – and stop ignoring issues that we falsely believe don’t directly impact us.   

We need to bravely state our belief in the power of God.  We answer our call by resolving to 

make ourselves the best person that we can be, and by feeding those who are hungry through 

donations to the food pantry.  We answer our call by holding a symposium on human 

trafficking that occurs here in Ottertail County – set for August 23.  We answer our call by 

attending adult forums like the one we have/had today on active shooter situations.  We 

answer our call by writing letters to the editor or challenging racist statements when we hear 

them in our conversations.  We answer our call by holding the hand of someone who has lost a 

spouse or simply feels lonely.  We fulfill our commission by taking the time to filter all of the 

information that our society provides for us before we make a decision.  We don’t believe 

assertions as facts just because they are said loudly and continuously.  We fulfill our 

commission by treating all of God’s children with respect, by not resorting to name-calling or 

putting others down to build ourselves up.  We fulfill our commission by praying about the 

issues confronting our world and then listening to what God is saying and responding to God’s 
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will as he answers our prayers.  We fulfill our commission by not boasting of our own power 

but remembering that as Paul said “when we are weak, we have strength.”  We fulfill our 

commission by living a humble thankful life, the kind of life that Christ lived. 

The problem with all of the ways we answer our call and fulfill our commission is that we are 

flawed human beings, sinful by our very nature and we don’t answer and we don’t fulfill.  

Again and again we fail to do God’s will.  We fail to do what is right.  Even Paul lamented this 

fact in Romans chapter 7.  “ I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 

but I do the very thing I hate.”  We are sinners.  We fall short of the righteousness of God.  We 

cannot no matter how hard we try, pave our way to heaven on the road of good works.  Our 

failure is where we experience the real power of God.  I am certain that through the Power of 

God, the thorns in Paul’s flesh are now gone – removed when he arrived in God’s heavenly 

kingdom.   Paul’s salvation came not because he was a good man.  Paul’s salvation came not 

because he served as God’s apostle.  Paul’s salvation came not because he was a prolific writer 

of letters that impact us today.  Paul’s salvation came the same way that our salvation will 

come.  We are saved by the power of God’s grace.  God sent his son Jesus Christ to die for our 

sins.  When Jesus suffered and died on the cross he carried my sins.  He carried your sins.  He 

made us whole and righteous as he descended into hell and rose again on Easter.  The power of 

God is in his gift of Grace.  It is unwarranted, undeserved.  It is our salvation.    

“It is no secret what God can do.” – I am the Alpha and the Omega.  “What he’s done for others 

he’ll do for you.” – Lazarus, come out.  “With arms wide open he’ll pardon you.” – Truly I say 

to you, today you will be with me in paradise.  “It is no secret what God can do!” – God so 

loved the world that he gave his only son, that whoever believed in him would have eternal life.  

“Now we know the rest of the story.”  Thanks be to God!  Amen 
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With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 

creation. 

Lord God, we pray that we live our lives as you intend. Help us to keep our values, beliefs and moral senses as 

reflections of your will.  Bless the leaders of our nation and the leaders of all nations.  Guide them to work 

together for the good of your world.  Especially Lord we ask you to guide this nation to a place where school 

shootings are not an everyday occurrence.  Please be with and comfort all those affected by school shootings. 

Especially we pray for all First responders, our law enforcement officers and firemen who suffer the trauma of 

these shootings long after the news stories fade.  Please give them peace and  protect them as they protect us.  

Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

We pray for those serving in the mission fields.  We pray especially for the Philippine Medical Mission.  We 

pray for our elders.  May they be blessed.  Keep us mindful of the guidance that they have given us. Remind us 

of the powerful impact they have had in our lives.  Give them comfort and security so that they may continue to 

share their wisdom with us.  Be with them where ever they may be.  Keep their bodies strong and their minds 

sharp.  Keep them alive in your holy spirit. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

We pray today for those in our community with special needs, those who are experiencing an illness, especially 

we pray for Rick Garza, Karl Narveson, Joel Peterson, Chuck Duncan, Bobbi Tamke, Sandi Thorson, Susan 

Hodder, Bev Harris, Char Kimmes, and Miles Haug.  May they feel your healing touch. We pray for all those 

who mourn the loss of a loved one, may their friends and families feel the comfort of your loving embrace.  We 

pray for all of the concerns we hold silently in our hearts.  Give our hearts comfort.  We especially lift to you all 

of the concerns written on our prayer wall and prayer walls around the world.  Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We thank you today for your gift of the Holy Spirit and your promise of eternal life.  Help us to answer when 

you call us.  Keep all of us humble, mindful of our failings and our need for your grace. Make us dutiful sons 

and daughters, mothers and fathers, husbands and wives, growing daily in faith.  Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
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Ezekiel 2:1-5 
2:1 He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. 
2:2 And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 
2:3 He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; 
they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. 
2:4 The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, "Thus says the 
Lord GOD." 
2:5 Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet 
among them. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
12:2 I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven--whether in the body or out of 
the body I do not know; God knows. 
12:3 And I know that such a person--whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows-- 
12:4 was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 
12:5 On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 
12:6 But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may 
think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, 
12:7 even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn 
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 
12:8 Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 
12:9 but he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness." So, I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 
12:10 Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for 
whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
Mark 6:1-13 
6:1 He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 
6:2 On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, "Where 
did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his 
hands! 
6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his 
sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 
6:4 Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and 
in their own house." 
6:5 And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 
6:6 And he was amazed at their unbelief. Then he went about among the villages teaching. 
6:7 He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 
6:8 He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 
6:9 but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 
6:10 He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 
6:11 If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet 
as a testimony against them." 
6:12 So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 
6:13 They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
 


