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 One of our stronger human needs is to “belong.”  We have an 

inherent need to be connected to some-one or some-thing.  When we are 

born into a loving family we have a sense of belonging right from the start.  

When we are adopted into a loving family we gain that acceptance and love 

from the new family.    

 The Bible tells us that we are known and loved by God from before 

we were even known in the womb.  Last Sunday we baptized little Koyer 

Rheault.  We are reminded that we are chosen and adopted into God’s 

family in our baptisms and become children of God in Christ.  This is all 

made possible because of the death and resurrection of Jesus.  It’s 

important to remember that we are loved and chosen by God.  It is God’s 

action, not ours.  We belong to the family of God only because of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ.   

 Next Sunday we will be receiving New Members.  Most often these 

are folks who are members of the Kingdom of God who choose to identify 

with this congregation as they live out their Christian life.  But there are 

times when people join the church family through adult baptism.  These are 

all joyful times because we realize that the Family of Christ is much larger 



2 
 

than what we might envision and it connects us with sisters and brothers in 

Christ who join us in fellowship and mission.  It is an important part of our 

emotional and spiritual well-being to belong and know that we are loved for 

who we are as children of God. 

 In the world around us there are plenty of opportunities to belong and 

get involved in organizations or groups.  There are so many to choose 

from: Scouting, 4-H, Lions, the local food shelves, or sports teams like 

softball, bowling, baseball, golf, and the list goes on and on.  We can even 

join political parties and get involved in their activities.   

 Belonging to a church, a group, or some other organization gives a 

sense of community, of fellowship centered around our faith.  It can be a 

productive use of our free time.  It feels as if we are part of something 

bigger than ourselves; we can get the feeling as if we are doing something 

important or valuable. 

 Being a part of an organization or a group is a good way to meet 

people and develop friendships, as well as making a positive impact in our 

community.  As members of Zion we work together to do many things that 

we could not do on our own.  We work together because there’s no way 

that one person could do all that needs to be done to make the church 

function as it does.  In doing this we answer Christ’s call to share His love. 
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 Why are you a part of the ministry that goes on here?  What is it 

about Zion that interests you or causes you to worship here?  For those of 

you who are considering becoming a part of the ministry here at Zion, what 

is it that draws you here?  Convenience?  Programs? People?  We are 

excited to have folks with new ideas, thoughts, or who find this a good way 

to express your faith!  We’re excited and grateful to have so many visitors 

who share the faith with us. 

 Jesus talks of belonging in our Gospel today.  He talks about being a 

part of something that is comforting and exciting.  He talks about being a 

part of something bigger than ourselves. Jesus calls those who believe in 

Him ‘sheep’ in this passage.  He says that His sheep hear His voice and 

they follow Him.  These ‘sheep’ are blessed with the gift of eternal life; they 

will never be lost or stolen.  They are part of a family whose Father will 

protect and keep them from all the danger of falling into Satan’s influence.  

We are always in God’s care, even when we may not feel or realize it. 

 The Second Lesson from Revelation beautifully states the future that 

awaits those who believe and follow Jesus.  We are told of life in the 

heavenly Kingdom of God when all the faithful are called home to be with 

the Lord in glory.  No matter what we have endured in life those who 

belong to the family of Christ will be praising God and Jesus, singing their 
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praises and worshipping God.  There will be no more hunger, thirst, no 

scorching heat of the sun.  Jesus the One who was slain and raised will be 

our shepherd who leads us to the peace and serenity of heaven.   

 Today that future is our hope and something we can look forward to 

when a loved one or we are called home to be with God.  Until that time 

comes we are assured that we belong to Christ in the here and now.   

 What that looks like to us will be as varied as we are.  Belonging to 

Christ and knowing our lives and our future are secure in His love and 

grace gives us the opportunity to be the best that we can be.  We do not 

need to worry about the future, or about earning our place in God’s 

amazing Kingdom, because we already belong.  We can do the things we 

dream about doing, help the people that need our help, care for one 

another, and know that these things are a response to the great gift Jesus 

has given us.  We are His sheep—His children—chosen and loved from the 

very beginning.  We can respond to do the things Jesus has called us to 

do, we can live without fear of the future, and we share this amazing story 

as we live and work in His world.   

 What does it mean to you to belong to the family of Christ?  What 

does it mean to have your sins forgiven and to be chosen as His child?  

What does it mean to you that Jesus died for you and that He has made 
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possible your inclusion into the Kingdom of Heaven for all eternity?  How 

can we ever repay Him?  We can’t.  We can only respond in love and grace 

toward others as we follow His call in our lives.   

 Jesus knows you and has chosen you.  Rejoice and be glad! Give 

thanks and follow Him.  Let Jesus show you and lead you to be the person 

He has called you to be. 

 AMEN        1090 


