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Text:  Luke 24:1-12 Jim Gronbeck 
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In the 15th century, King Philip of Spain stamped his coins with the 

motto, “Ne Plus Ultra” – which means, “There is nothing beyond.”  Spain 

was proud of the fact that she was believed to be the western extreme of 

the world.  A traveler could go no further west without falling off the edge of 

a supposedly flat earth.  But, of course, King Philip was wrong.  There was 

more beyond—a whole new world yet to be discovered by European 

Explorers.   

A story is told of a small boy in modern Spain who was sitting at the 

end of a pier overlooking the ocean, gazing at the horizon.  What thoughts 

must have run through this child’s mind? He was too young to go to school. 

He had probably never heard of Columbus.   What wild imaginations must 

have soared through his head as he gazed across the endless sea?  

A fisherman who was observing the child came near and asked him, 

“What do you think is out there, son?” 

“America,” the boy responded. 

Somewhat taken back by this matter-of-fact reply, the fisherman 

shielded his eyes and studied the horizon.  Then, teasingly, he continued, 

“How do you know that?  I don’t see anything?” 
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“Oh, I know,” the little boy responded.  “My father’s been there.  He 

came back and told me.” 

So how is it that a little boy can know more than the King of Spain?  --

He had someone go where he has not gone, and return to tell about it.  So 

it is in Holy Week—our Lord Jesus Christ himself passes the point of no 

return and now, today, He comes back to us to let us know that there IS 

something beyond what we can see. 

When the women went to the tomb that first Easter morning, at early 

dawn, they were expecting everything to be as it had been on Friday.  They 

were planning on anointing Jesus’ body for a proper burial.  They too, 

thought as did the King of Spain, that there was nothing beyond what they 

could see.  At least they went about their tasks that way.  We know Jesus 

had told them about being resurrected.  Either it wasn’t a realistic option, or 

they just didn’t know what else to do.   

St. Paul writes in our 2nd Lesson, “If for this life only we have hoped in 

Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.”   When we go about our lives 

without the prospect of, belief in, or acknowledgement of, the Resurrection 

and life everlasting, we are really missing out.  When we don’t hold the 

power of God and the love of Jesus Christ in the forefront of what we do 

and who we are, we are like the people who thought the world was flat.  
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Easter is all about looking ahead to the glory that is ours in Christ, 

while living in the present.  We live as if there is a lot more to life and to 

our existence than just the present.  There is much more to life than what 

we can see.   

When the women arrived at Jesus’ tomb, the stone had been rolled 

away.  They found it empty.  In their fear and confusion two angels 

appeared to them.  They asked, “Why do you look for the living among 

the dead?  He is not here, but [Jesus] has risen!”   

Popular Christian musician Lauren Daigle sings a song “Still Rolling 

Stones,” which really is the inspiration for my message today.  Daigle sings 

of one who was lost in the darkness, of being dead in our sin, having no 

hope for the future—a ‘dead man walking.’— That is, until she heard the 

voice of a Savior saying, “Rise Up! Rise Up!”  Then, she sings, “all at once I 

came alive, this beating heart these open eyes, the grave let go, the 

darkness should have known,--‘You’re still rolling stones!’” 

Daigle sings of praying and having her prayer answered as she 

‘came alive’ inside with the New Life of Christ:  forgiven, filled with the joy 

and power of the Risen Christ.  She came alive inside as the grave let go 

and the darkness left.

YouTube link:  Lauren Daigle "Still Rolling Stones"

https://youtu.be/PQZNcZcfo8E
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 Daigle reminds us today that God in Christ Jesus is STILL rolling 

stones away, bringing New Life, giving hope to us when we feel beaten 

down, betrayed, kicked in the stomach, abandoned, hurt, and scared.   

 She continues that she thought she was too far gone with all the 

things she had done wrong, and yet, Jesus called her name and her “stone 

rolled away.” Jesus is in the business of resurrecting our lives when we’re 

down and out. He brings new hope, new strength and renewed enthusiasm 

for life.  Jesus resurrects our hum-drum life with the joy of having 

something beyond what we can see today.  There is more to life; there is 

more to living this life; there is hope and power in the life Jesus gives us.  

[Connie is going to play the song “Still Rolling Stones” during Communion.] 

 St. Paul proclaims the Easter story for us saying, “But in fact, Christ 

has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died…The 

last enemy to be destroyed is death.”  So we are living in the between 

times:  the Kingdom is here.  Sin, death, and the power of evil have been 

destroyed.  We know that Christ has won the victory for us and that there 

truly is something wonderful, amazing, and totally awesome beyond what 

we can see.   

 We have Paul’s solid testimony that “in fact Christ has been raised 

from the dead.”   The story is remarkable and true.  But there is much work 
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for the people of Christ, the Easter people, to do.  We live in a world that 

increasingly is looking upon this story as an ‘idle tale’—a fantasy.  Around 

us the forces of the devil still try to come between us and our LORD Jesus.  

I encourage you to stand firm in your faith, show others your faith as you 

live as one who truly feels the joy of the resurrection, and always 

remember, “He’s still rolling stones.”  Hallelujah!  

 AMEN !           1037 

  




