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 #996        April 14, 2019 
 
 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!  
 Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you;  
 Triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey,  
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 
 Does this sound familiar?  This was an oracle from the prophet 

Zechariah who prophesied about 500 years before Jesus was born.  It was 

a sort of bridge between the earlier coronations of the likes of David and 

Solomon to the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  Solomon 

was anointed king and rode into Jerusalem, the capital city of Israel that his 

father David established, on a donkey.  It was an ancient ritual that the new 

king would ride into Jerusalem on a donkey with throngs of people lining 

the streets waving palm leaves and throwing their cloaks down in front of 

him in a gesture of honor.  Today, we’d call it the ‘red carpet treatment.’   

 Today we celebrate and honor our King Jesus, the King who is the 

son of David, the heir to the throne of His Father.  We remember the Palm 

Sunday entrance into Jerusalem that Jesus made on that colt, and how 

Jesus had known the colt was there waiting for this special day.  We are 

amazed that Jesus was able to foretell the meeting the disciples would 

have with the colt’s owners.  We celebrate with palm branches waving, 
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heralding the coming of the King of Kings.  We celebrate because we know 

what the crowd back in Jesus’ day didn’t know.  We acknowledge Jesus as 

Lord and Savior as we are reminded of Paul’s confession of faith in our 

lesson from Philippians: 

 “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God as something to 

be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness.  And being found in human form he became obedient to 

the point of death—even death on a cross.” 

 We celebrate today the wonderful gift of a Savior who remained 

obedient to His purpose of salvation for God’s people.  Christ Jesus left His 

place of safety and glory.  He humbled Himself—taking the role of a 

servant or slave who has come to free us.   

 Jesus came down into our world, our lives, and took on human sin.  

He has borne the humiliation, the frustration, the sorrow, that we feel in our 

lives because of the sin that we carry with us.  Jesus left his comfy, cozy 

place with God to walk with us through the ups and down, the joys and 

sorrows---all that we encounter in our lives.  He came to give us a chance 

at a new life—a life with Him in the Kingdom of God.   
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 So as we celebrate today, I wonder…”What are we looking for in 

Jesus today?  What type of Savior are you wanting or needing in your life?”   

 Are we searching for a King—mighty and powerful who will come into 

our lives and into the world so crazy and mixed-up and make it right?   Are 

you searching for someone to bring order out of chaos and right the 

wrongs, rewarding the righteous and punishing the sinners?  Are we 

wanting someone to ride in and drive out corruption and dishonesty—who 

will save the day as He restores the order we have been waiting for or 

working toward? 

 Or are we looking for a King who will align with the popular voices in 

society and be someone who goes along with the current issues of the 

day?  Do you want a Savior who thinks the way you do and agrees with 

what you feel is right and necessary? 

 Truth-be-told we are all looking for, or claiming a King/Savior who 

looks at life the ways we do and agrees with what we feel a King/Savior 

should be.   

 But the Savior who rode in on a colt that had never been ridden to the 

cheers of the people who lined their coats on the ground for Him has His 

own agenda for the world.  It wasn’t long before those in power became 

fearful of Him and plotted His death.  It didn’t take long for those adoring 
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crowds to realize this wasn’t the King they had hoped for.  In just a few 

short days they shouted to have Him crucified.  The crowds were fickle and 

they turned on Jesus when they felt He didn’t match up to their 

expectations.   

 So can we continue to celebrate this Savior who has borne our sins, 

carried our griefs, shared our joys, and calls us to follow Him?  Can we let 

go of our ideas and concepts of a Savior and open our hearts and minds to 

the One who emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, who humbled 

himself and became obedient to the point of death? Can we celebrate this 

Savior who calls us to be transformed in faith and in life to Him even if it 

means we must lay down our prejudices and our claims to be right and let 

Him fill us with His true love that overcomes all things?   Can we find the 

courage to be led by Christ, even when that way seems so different from 

what we are thinking today?  Can we stop and study His Holy Word and let 

Him lead us to be the people we are truly free to be in Christ?   

 What are we looking for in Jesus Christ here today in 2019?  Is Jesus 

the Christ, the King, the One who is exalted above every name?  Is He the 

One to whom “every knee should bend in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth?”  Is He the One who would hear those calls to crucify still today?  

 This King who is exalted in heaven and reigns as King and Savior is 
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the same One who humbled Himself and took the cross for us.  We know 

that the Palm Sunday celebration was merely a prelude or an opening to 

the events of the coming week where all humanity has carried the 

responsibility for the weight of the sin that took Him to the cross.  We know 

that Jesus willingly gave His life for the sins of all—ourselves included. 

 Jesus told the authorities that if His followers were silenced the very 

stones in the path would cry out in praise of Christ the King.  Will we be the 

stones who are crying out in this day and age?   

 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!  
 Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you;  
 Triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey,  
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
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