
1 
 

Text:  Genesis 45: 3-11; 15; Luke 6:27-38  Jim Gronbeck 
Theme:  “The Hand of God”     Epiphany 7C 
 #990        February 24, 2019 
 
 He was one of those persons who seemed to have it all.  He was one 

of the youngest sons in a large, blended family.  His father was quite 

famous and noted for being a shrewd businessman.  The young boy was 

handsome, self-confident, and multi-talented.  He was a hard-worker and 

loved helping his father in the family business. 

 The boy had an innate ability to see things other people missed and 

could ‘read between the lines’ so-to-speak, to understand things that were 

beyond his years.  He was honest-to-a-fault which his father admired.  His 

youthful enthusiasm and self-confidence often got him in trouble with his 

brothers.  They called him a snitch and a rat because whenever they did 

something they shouldn’t, somehow their father found out.   This, of course, 

endeared him to his father who always seemed to treat him as his favorite.  

The young boy got things that the others didn’t have and had privileges his 

brothers only dreamed of.   

 Just as you would imagine, the brothers began to resent the young 

boy immensely.  They did all they could to make life miserable for him, but 

their father still favored the boy. 
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 The brothers grew to resent their brother so much that they conspired 

to get rid of him!  We have all heard of human trafficking, and the horrors 

associated with it, but this is what happened to the young boy.  His own 

brothers sold him to traffickers and even faked their brother’s death so that 

their father wouldn’t look for him.    

 With their evil deed accomplished, the brothers were able to continue 

their own deceitful ways unchecked.  Their family, however, fell on hard 

times and then the whole country with them.  Finally, they were forced to go 

to a foreign country to search for help.   

 It is here that our story of Joseph and his brothers is taken up in our 

first lesson.  Joseph was that self-confident, even annoying, young boy.  

Fortune had continued to be on Joseph’s side, because he was sold into 

the Pharaoh of Egypt’s court and soon worked his way up to be the 

Pharaoh’s most trusted advisor.  Joseph was able to interpret dreams 

because God was with him.  With God’s help, Joseph had warned of a 

terrible drought to come to the entire region. God had told Joseph to stock 

up supplies of food in preparation for seven years of drought and the 

resulting famine. 

 Joseph’s brothers sought help in Egypt from the drought.  They had 

no idea, however, that Joseph was the brother they had sold into slavery!   
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Now, God had presented Joseph with a difficult decision: would he now 

punish his brothers for their evil deeds toward him, or would he forgive 

them?   Would he help his family, receive those who had done him such an 

evil thing, or would Joseph throw them into prison? 

 Put yourselves in Joseph’s shoes…  How easy is it to forgive 

someone who has done something very damaging to us?  What would it be 

like to exercise power over that person or group of people?  Would we seek 

revenge, or would we seek reconciliation?   

 It would be difficult to seek reconciliation.  Revenge is so tempting.  

Getting even with someone is a powerful feeling to deny.   

 Jesus weighs in on this issue today also.  Jesus said, “Do to others 

as you would have them do to you.”  Jesus took things a step further when 

He said, “If you love those who love you, and if you do good to those who 

do good to you, what credit is that to you? Be merciful just as your Father in 

heaven is merciful [to you].” 

 Wow. Those are difficult words to swallow.  It would probably take the 

average person a long time to get to that point—and I think Jesus 

understands that.  Reconciliation and forgiveness for us humans is a much 

different thing than it is for our Father in heaven.  We usually need time and 
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lots of prayer to begin to forgive someone or a group of people who have 

hurt us or our loved ones. 

 I think of some of the tragic events our nation has been through 

recently.  The West Nickel Mines school shooting where a whole group of 

school children were shot is one of the most horrific events I can imagine.  

But those Amish parents were able to forgive the perpetrator.   

 That doesn’t mean they let go of their grief or that they had times 

when they were angry or felt hatred toward the one who took the lives of 

their children.  I think what happens is they put the event and their feelings 

in God’s hands.  They let God take care of the retribution and called on 

God to help them with forgiving and putting their destroyed lives back 

together somehow.   

 We Christians have the greatest example of this love and forgiveness 

when we stop and consider our relationship with God.  Today we have a 

baptism.  We are reminded that little Arwenn did nothing to earn her place 

with God.  God, in Christ Jesus has gone to the cross to forgive the sins of 

all humanity as well as the sins each of us commit daily.  Jesus willingly 

took the cross to bear the weight of our sin and suffered what we should 

have suffered.  Jesus has shown us what love and what forgiveness look 

like.  He has given us the greatest gift we could ever imagine.  We are 



5 
 

chosen, loved, and forgiven.  It wasn’t up to us; there was nothing we could 

have possibly done to earn this love and this forgiveness.  It is a free gift of 

grace.   

 Joseph could have done terrible things to his evil brothers.  He could 

have returned the unspeakable crime they committed on him.  But Joseph 

understood all those events in light of God’s love and God’s plan for their 

salvation from the famine.  God didn’t cause those awful things to happen 

to Joseph, but God worked through them to bring about positive, life-

affirming results for Joseph’s family.   

 God certainly doesn’t cause the bad things to happen to us to teach 

us a lesson or to help someone else.  But in the midst of the tragedy, the 

hurt, the loss, the pain and suffering, God in Christ looks down from the 

cross with open arms to enfold us and hold us in His love.  God will work in 

the midst of the pain and suffering of God’s people to bring hope and 

healing.  God works to give us the abundant life we have been promised, 

that as we endure those dark, difficult times, there is always hope and there 

is always the promise that we do not go through them alone.  Jesus walks 

with us and even carries us when life’s burdens become heavy.   

 It took Joseph some time to find the forgiveness he had in the end.  

He sent his brothers back and forth to their father Jacob a number of times 
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before he shared with them who he really was.  Forgiveness takes time; it 

takes work; it doesn’t usually happen overnight.  Forgiving someone 

doesn’t mean that we forget about what happened or put ourselves in the 

position for it to happen again.  But when we can work to forgive others it 

brings freedom and lightens our burdens.  Jesus is the One who will take 

those burdens for us.  He will never let us down or leave us.  He has 

claimed us as His own and we are his forever.   
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