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 Life was on sort of an up-down pendulum for Jesus’ early ministry.  

Following His baptism by John in the Jordan River, Luke gives us Jesus’ 

family tree.  Luke begins by writing that Jesus was about 30 years old when 

He began His ministry.  Luke then begins to list Jesus’ lineage through His 

earthly father Joseph, but Luke adds an important parenthetical note:  (as 

was thought).   Through Joseph, Luke goes all the way back through King 

David and eventually to ADAM!  

 Think about that parenthetical note for a minute.  “As was thought” 

tells us that Jesus’ true identity as the Son of God was not yet known.  

People in His hometown of Nazareth knew Jesus as one of Joseph and 

Mary’s sons.  He worked in His father Joseph’s carpenter shop and may 

have constructed tables, chairs, and whatever else people needed in those 

days.  He may have been involved in building some homes.  We aren’t told.   

 The townsfolk knew Jesus in this way.  They may have played with 

him as a child or gone to synagogue were the townsfolk worshipped on the 

Sabbath.  Jesus may have made an impression on them in one way or 

another.  But they knew Jesus.  They lived with Him in that little village. 
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 Apparently Jesus had left home at one point, and studied to become 

a rabbi—a teacher.  The story picks up with Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan 

River and His receiving the Holy Spirit with a special blessing from God:  

“This is my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well-pleased.”  The Holy Spirit 

then drove Jesus out into the barren wilderness-a mountainous desert for 

40 days of tempting and testing by Satan.  Jesus was tempted to throw 

Himself off the highest point of the temple because the devil told Jesus that 

God would never let Him die.   

 Following the Temptations in the wilderness, filled with the power of 

the Holy Spirit, Jesus was led back to Galilee and began teaching, healing, 

and preaching about the Kingdom of God.  He was gaining quite a positive 

reputation and word of His teaching and healing spread throughout the 

countryside.   

 Then he returned home to Nazareth.  Luke adds that on the Sabbath 

Jesus went to worship in His home synagogue—as was His custom.  

Luke tells us that Jesus was a regular worshipper wherever He went.   

 Because of His reputation, His hometown folks were anxious to hear 

what Jesus had to say.  He was asked to read from Scripture and the 

custom was to sit down on the Moses Seat, a seat of honor reserved for 

special visitors, which Jesus did.   
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 Luke makes a point of saying in each of the episodes leading up to 

this that “Jesus was filled with the power of the Spirit.”   So it comes as no 

surprise to us to hear Jesus claim the Spirit of the Lord was on Him.  The 

message Isaiah wrote of was the Year of Jubilee, when debts would be 

forgiven, land would be returned to its former owners, and people would be 

healed of their diseases.  It was to be a glorious time of God’s presence 

and rule in a land that was under the rule and oppression of the Romans.   

 I’ve had the privilege of returning home to preach in my hometown 

congregation in Henning.  I can tell you it was a daunting experience!  

Besides the honor, it is extremely humbling.  Sitting before me were 

Sunday School teachers who always knew more about the faith and about 

life than you ever could.  Also there were school teachers, a former boss, 

neighbors, parents, and classmates from high school.  There were people 

who have had a part in my physical and emotional development, people 

I’ve looked up to and admired, as well as some who had let me down along 

the way.  It is always an emotional experience to step into a pulpit, but even 

moreso in your home church.   

 So when Jesus was asked to speak to his hometown crowd, I can 

imagine many things were going through His mind.  He unrolled the scroll 

containing the Holy Scriptures, and He read from Isaiah 61.  Isaiah was 



4 
 

delivering a word from God which promised the people mired in the 

destruction of Jerusalem that their once great city would be rebuilt, that 

their people held captive in a foreign country would be freed to return 

home.  Isaiah is announcing to these distraught people that God will come 

through—God will restore the people to their land and their country to its 

former glory.  This was an emotional text and a very powerful message of 

God’s presence and power among God’s chosen people.  They dearly 

treasured it, and they waited with baited-breath to hear what their 

hometown prodigy had to say. 

 When Jesus finished reading, He sat down to expound on the 

Scriptures.  (Having a special seat, they must have been used to some 

LONG sermons!)  But Jesus preached one of the shortest sermons I’ve 

heard.  He simply said, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 

 I wonder what went through the minds of the people who heard 

Jesus.  Did they respond, “What’s fulfilled?  The words of Isaiah?  That is a 

big claim, Jesus of Nazareth.  Sight for the blind?  Liberation for the 

oppressed?  A ray of hope for the poor?”  You’ll have to come next week to 

hear what the people thought of Him after His sermon! 
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 As we hear this sermon today, what comes to mind?  How do the 

words of Isaiah Jesus quoted speak to us?  Where is the hope for people 

trapped in poverty, oppression, or crime?  Where is the hope for a country 

that is facing such gridlock and dysfunction?  What is the Good News we 

can give to the homeless, the hungry, or the abused?  How can we avoid 

immediately jumping to conclusions when we see or hear of things that 

may not seem right?   

 I’m also reminded of the people on our prayer list and those who are 

named in our hearts.  Those who are sick, who are facing surgeries, those 

who are living with debilitating conditions physically and mentally, and 

those who are experiencing difficult family situations, all need to hear how 

Jesus’ words affect them.  How can these words be freeing and hope-filled 

for them? 

 As our group prepares for our mission trip to Jamaica, we wonder 

how the message of hope and liberation is proclaimed to the people of 

Jamaica.  How can we make a difference in someone’s life?   

 It is interesting to note that yes, the people did know who Jesus was 

when he lived in Nazareth, but Jesus also knew them too!  Jesus knew 

what they needed to hear.  He gave them hope that God was indeed acting 

to answer their prayers.  
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 Jesus knows what is needed in our day and time as well.  Jesus and 

the Spirit of God are filling hearts and minds to bring hope and healing to 

those in need.  We can, and do, bring the love of God and the salvation of 

Christ to others.  Luke reminds us that Jesus did His ministry with the 

power of the Holy Spirit filling His heart and mind.  Jesus has promised us 

that same Spirit comes to us in our baptisms and lives inside each of us.   

 Do acknowledge and listen to the Holy Spirit as it leads us?  Do we 

let the Spirit work in our lives and guide our lives to know Christ’s love 

personally and to share it with others?  Do we take our faith seriously 

enough to let it shape our lives and give us hope? 

 Jesus gave a message of hope and a challenge to believe that He is 

who He claimed to be – the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  The Savior we 

have waited for is here and calls us to follow Him. 

 AMEN      1323 

 

  


