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 Weddings are special times.  They are celebrations of love.  

Weddings celebrate the love of a woman and a man, and their decision to 

make a lifelong commitment to each other.  Weddings are memorable 

occasions for many different reasons, but there is usually something that 

happens at each wedding to make it memorable.  As a pastor, I have been 

involved in 161 weddings so far, with a few more scheduled for this 

summer.  Each of them was memorable in their own way.  

 I’ll never forget my first wedding ever as a pastor.  It came the same 

week I was installed in my first parish in Cromwell.  The couple met me that 

week and said that the previous pastor promised them that I would marry 

them!  I had no time to prepare much, but the wedding turned out nicely.  I 

even ended up having two baptisms the night of the rehearsal!  Another 

wedding was for an elderly couple in a nursing home.   We held it in the 

nursing home so the other residents could attend because they were the 

only family the couple had. The staff got together and bought them a love 

seat for a present, and moved them into the same room!   

 Outdoor weddings have been rather popular, but are nerve-wracking 

events in Minnesota.  On one occasion, the heat and humidity were 
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unbearable, and as the wedding got started the groom kept looking toward 

the sky.  I thought maybe he was having some kind of a religious 

experience.  Finally I looked to see what he was seeing.   Huge, black 

thunderheads were moving in quickly!  I remember asking if they thought I 

should skip my sermon and get us out of there as quickly as possible.  

What do you think the groom said?!  We had everyone in the garage and 

machine shed about 10 minutes before the rains and thunder exploded.  

Another outdoor wedding was held on the shore of a lake, a beautiful site—

but it was late October, and there was a stiff NW breeze blowing in off the 

lake.  I wore my long johns and winter coat for that one!  I was feeling sorry 

for myself until I saw the bride come out of the house and walk down to us 

in a sleeveless dress with no coat or anything covering her shoulders!  That 

was one determined young lady! 

 Some weddings stick out in my mind more than others, but they are 

all special and memorable.   Weddings in Jesus’ day were special 

occasions also.  The wedding receptions were important social events for 

the families involved.  They would often last between 3-5 days – a lot 

different from our wedding receptions!  Imagine paying for that!  Jesus, His 

family, and His disciples were invited to one of these festive weddings.  It 

took place in Cana, a small town in Galilee.  This wedding turned out to be 



3 

 

a very memorable wedding.  We don’t learn anything about the ceremony 

itself, but the reception is famous.   

 After a period of time, we don’t know how long, they ran out of wine.  

The servants noticed it first.  Somehow Mary, Jesus’ mother, also found 

out.  She mentioned it to Jesus, who basically blew it off, saying it was no 

concern of theirs.  It was, however, a huge concern to the groom and his 

family.  It would have been a huge embarrassment for them to run out of 

wine.  It would have ended the party, and disgraced the family.  Mary feels 

for them and tells the servants to check with Jesus on this.  Jesus has the 

servant fill the 6 stone water jars set aside for purification rites, and then 

bring a sample to the chief steward.  He tastes the wine, and realizes this is 

the best wine he’s ever had, so he praises the groom for serving such good 

wine so late in the celebration!   

 Jesus had saved the groom and his family from embarrassment with 

this first miracle he performed. The wine was excellent, but only a few 

people knew what had happened.  The groom was probably as befuddled 

as the chief steward.  The disciples, Mary, and a few others realized Jesus’ 

power and had their eyes opened.   

 The real miracle at this wedding, and at the weddings I have 

attended, is the presence of Jesus.  Jesus promised that He would be with 
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us in all of life—the joys as well as the sorrows—and when we gather to 

worship in His name we know He is present.  In weddings performed in 

Christ’s name, we are asking for His presence in the lives of those who will 

be married.  This in itself is a miracle.  It is why the Church is involved in 

solemnizing most weddings.  By remembering Christ’s presence in our 

lives we are remembering the crucifixion and resurrection.  We are 

remembering that Christ not only blesses marriages, but He suffered and 

died in order that all people—single and married—might see His glory as 

the Son of God and so believe in Him.  Tragically, not all weddings become 

lasting, healthy marriages.  But even in those circumstances we know that 

Jesus is present to walk with those involved, comforting, leading, and 

guiding. 

 The challenge for us is to remember that Christ is present in our lives 

every day—not just in the special times or the tragic events of life.  The fact 

is that Jesus is with us all the time—from the doctor’s office, to the bank, to 

the grocery store, the restaurant, out in the woods, in the fish house, or in 

our cars while we travel.  He is with us while we clean house, attend 

school, while we snowmobile or shovel snow, or work at our jobs.   

 Each one of us witness miracles daily. When, somehow, we are able 

to touch someone’s life, to help someone in need, to say or do something 
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kind for someone else, we are bringing the miracle of Jesus Christ to them.  

Each one of us has the power to do miracles in Jesus’ Name.  We often do 

them without being aware of it.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit we 

have the ability to help change a person’s life for the better.  We have the 

power to help bring people to faith, to forgive sins, to keep no score of 

wrongs done to us, to help change the world around us so that others will 

have a better life.   

  The miracle of the wine at the wedding in Cana of Galilee 

illustrates for us the awesome extravagance of God.  Jesus didn’t provide 

just any old wine; He provided the best wine.   When God sent someone 

to save us from the power of sin and bring us back into a good relationship 

with Him, God didn’t just send an angel, or even a prophet.  For this 

important task God sent His own beloved Son.  He spared nothing, but 

gave the best, so that we might find new life in Him.   

 The miracle at Cana in Galilee was just the beginning of Jesus’ 

making His presence known in the world.  It was the beginning of the 

revealing of His glory—glory as of the Father’s only Son.  Celebrate the 

miracle of your faith, of Christ’s presence in your life, and celebrate your 

salvation.  Ready yourselves for the great marriage feast which is to come, 
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the feast of life in the presence of the One who died for us and lives that we 

might live also, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 AMEN        1264 

 


