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 There was a buzz going around.  People were talking.  They had to 

keep things hush-hush because of the importance of not arousing the 

suspicions of their rulers.  But out in the wilderness, on the shore of the 

Jordan River, there was a prophet—a man of God who was preaching and 

baptizing—calling for people to repent of their sins and to be baptized.   

 The buzz was growing and people had begun to wonder if indeed this 

prophet was the Messiah.  People were making the arduous journey down 

from Jerusalem and the surrounding countryside to hear a man named 

John and to be baptized by him in the Jordan River.    

 John preached of the One who was coming—even saying that He 

was here. He would baptize them not just with water, but with the Holy 

Spirit and fire.  This Messiah had come to sift out the faithful followers of 

God from those who were not serious about living faithfully.   

 As John was baptizing the people in the river, the One about whom 

John was preaching was also baptized.  And, when He had been baptized 

and was praying something miraculous took place:  A dove appeared 

floating down from the sky.  And then a voice came from heaven and said 
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to the man named Jesus, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 

well-pleased.”  The Holy Spirit in the form of the dove had landed on Jesus.   

 In this amazing event Jesus was revealed as the Messiah. God gave 

His affirmation that this indeed was the Beloved Son of God who had come 

to save God’s people from their sins.   

 As children, each of us ‘crave’ hearing the words that Jesus heard.  

We want, and we need, the affirmation of our parents.  We all need to hear 

and feel their love and acceptance.  Those words, “I love you my child; and 

I am so very proud of you,” are so important to a person’s health and well-

being.  Granted, with our Midwestern, Northern European backgrounds, we 

may not have heard those words or heard them enough, but chances are 

most of us felt them in some way or another.  Sometimes we had to ‘read 

between the lines’ so-to-speak, when we were getting punished and heard 

a parent say, “This is going to hurt me a lot more than it will hurt you.”  I 

had wondered if those words had come out backwards or something!  It 

always seemed to hurt ME a lot more than it hurt HIM!   

 But as a parent it all became clear and I understood the true meaning 

of those words.  I also realized how important it is to tell those important 

people in our lives—our loved ones—just how much they mean to us.   
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 When a child doesn’t get to hear those special words “I love you,” 

and/or “I am proud of you,” there is something missing.  If someone feels 

as if they are not loved or are not cared about they can act out or do 

something to get attention in a negative way.  They can get in trouble or 

become depressed or disillusioned.  This is true for us as adults as well.  

We all need to be affirmed and know that we are loved. 

 In past centuries God was portrayed as a wrathful judge, someone 

who was just waiting for you to mess up so that God could punish you.  

Sermons from the 1700’s and 1800’s are literary masterpieces in the ways 

they describe how God is waiting to punish you and drop you into the ‘pit of 

hell.’  (Just look up Jonathan Edwards, the Puritan preacher; read his 

sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” and you’ll understand!)  

 Fortunately, things have changed since then, but we still need to hear 

the words of John the Baptizer calling us to repent from our sins.  We are 

a people born into sin and need the love and forgiveness of our Savior.  In 

our baptisms we are claimed by God because of the sacrifice of Jesus on 

the Cross and we are adopted as God’s own children.  We are loved, 

forgiven, and cherished by God who hears our prayers of repentance and 

joyfully forgives us.   
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 An early church theologian named Athanasius (from who we received 

the Athanasian Creed) is quoted by Dr. David Lose as having written, 

“Jesus became one of us—scandalous!—so that we might become like 

Him—even more scandalous yet!”   

 The scandal of the Gospel is that God would come to earth to 

become one of us to suffer and die for us. Many outside of the Christian 

faith see this act of Love on the part of God as something unbelievable.  It 

is hard to understand, hard to grasp, yet it is true.  Faith leads us to believe 

the words of Scripture and follow this One who has become a scandal for 

us.  So the scandal as I see it, is that Jesus would even bother with us 

because of the sin we live in and with each day.   

 But that, my friends, is love.  That is the love and joy of a Savior who 

has chosen us and has made us His own!  It is not because of whom we 

are that Jesus has chosen us, but simply because of His love for us.  We 

too hear God’s claim on us as the Holy Spirit comes to us in our baptisms: 

“You are my beloved child; with you I am well-pleased.”   

 So then what?  After hearing this amazing story of love, what do we 

do with it?   

 We respond to it as best as we are able.  We respond by sharing the 

love and forgiveness God has shared with us, with others.  We respond by 
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living in the joy and grace of God and passing that grace on as we live and 

interact with others.  The sad fact is that fewer and fewer people are 

identifying as Christians.  They are missing out on the blessings that we 

live in and work in each day.  They are not hearing or understanding the 

voice from heaven:  “You are my child, the Beloved; with you I am well-

pleased.”   

 It is up to us to be the hands and feet of Christ in this world, in this 

time and place.  We have heard the Good News and have responded.  We 

are living in the joy of this relationship with God and God wants all people 

to know Him and follow Him.   

 This is a scandal, and there are those who will treat it as such.  But all 

we can do is share God’s love in Christ as we live out each day in His 

grace. 

 AMEN       1122 

  

  

  


