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 One of the most satisfying things for me as your pastor, is seeing the 

way this congregation works together to get things accomplished.  It is very 

gratifying to see so many people from different backgrounds come together 

to do the work Christ has called us to do. 

 Take the Fall Supper for example.  Besides the excellent quality of 

the food, the other compliment I heard that was so meaningful was how 

organized and well-run it was.  A lot of work and planning, as well as years 

of experience, have gone into making the fall supper such a success.  It is 

something that one person could not accomplish on their own. 

 When we look at the other aspects of this congregation the same 

idea holds true.  Many people work hard at many different things to make 

the programs and ministry here happen.  Our action groups are organized 

to accomplish a variety of tasks that make ministry happen here.  It’s not 

just finding willing persons to fill a bunch of jobs, but our action groups do 

ministry. Without them many things would not get done, and ministry would 

suffer.  People feel connected to one another and to the congregation 

through service within the congregation. 
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 This holds true for the ELCA, our National Church Body.  Many 

different congregations and countless individuals work together to make 

ministry happen.  The synod and national church bodies exist to do the 

work that you could not do on your own.  Together we send missionaries to 

foreign countries, we support campus ministries on many colleges, we 

educate people, we train pastors, we are present at disasters to bring relief, 

aid, and care to victims.  There are so many things we do together that we 

couldn’t do alone.   

 Moses found out what a burden it can be when the load is placed on 

one person.  Moses had carried the entire brunt of the preparations for the 

Exodus—arguing with Pharaoh, preparing the people for the plagues and 

the Passover, and leading the Hebrews out of Egypt through the Red Sea 

and into the Wilderness.  Moses received the 10 Commandments; he had 

to deal with the infidelity of the people who made the golden calf; he was 

the one who heard their complaints and their whining out in the wilderness.  

This all weighed on Moses.  He was getting depressed and burned out 

because he was acting on his own and carrying such a huge burden. 

 Finally Moses had enough of this burden and of the complaints of the 

‘rabble’ as the complainers are called.  He brought his burden before God.  

God set up a system for Moses to get help.  God had Moses appoint  70 
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elders to share the load and burden of governing God’s people.  The elders 

were blessed with a share of the Holy Spirit so they were qualified to help 

lead and make decisions.  

 In both the First Lesson and the Gospel we learn of others who are 

doing prophesying and healing in God’s name.  They were accepted into 

the fold as ones who were helping promote the work of God.  They were 

seen as outsiders by the ones who were chosen to do the work.  But Jesus 

and Moses both said that anyone who is doing the Kingdom’s work is 

welcome.  The work of the Kingdom of God is best done by many who take 

part to share the burden. 

 As a nation we have had a very difficult week.  Our nation is divided 

and splintered into vastly differing camps.  I fear our leaders have lost the 

ability to work together for the common good and that has spilled out onto 

the rest of the country.   In paraphrasing from the Bible, President Abraham 

Lincoln said that a house divided cannot stand.  We are split on ideological 

grounds and no one seems to be able to compromise or work together.  

We are saying and doing things that are hurtful and harmful to our country 

and to the relationships we have with one another.  The events of the past 

week have divided our country even more than we were before.   
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 Where are we headed?  What will it take for us to do a ‘re-boot’ on all 

the issues that so deeply divide us so that we might be able to work 

together for the common good.  This applies to everyone, not just one 

political party or one moral issue.  We all need to acknowledge our sin, our 

desire for one side to win out over the other, and decide to work together.   

 We need to continue to pray for reconciliation and peace, for 

understanding, insight, and wisdom.  We also are called to remember that 

we are to love one another and work for ways to work together to solve our 

differences.   

 This begins with me, with you, and with the ways we treat others.  

How do we respect those with differing opinions?  How can we share our 

thoughts and feelings without offending one another?  How can we learn 

from each other and grow in our understanding and love for each other? 

 Jesus said that whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because 

you bear His Name will be blessed.  We are all in this life together.  We are 

called to love one another and treat one another with respect and care.   

 The task of ministering in this congregation, for instance, does not 

rest only with the pastor.  Each one of us are called to be ministers of 

Jesus Christ working together toward our common goal of spreading the 

message of salvation in Jesus.  Each one of us are part of a community of 
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believers who may have different skills, abilities, or interests, but our 

common goal is the same.  That is what makes us a community.   

 So in our congregation we can’t rely on just a few people to do the 

work of many.  We aren’t limited to helping only those who agree with us.  

We aren’t called to make judgements about others, but we are called to 

work together to include others and help those in need. 

 Our country is also composed of many different people with different 

backgrounds, abilities, interests, and such. We need to be able to work 

together for the common good – for the benefit of all people and 

compromise when we find we have differing opinions or ideals.  It is not 

easy; it involves a change in attitudes and a greater understanding of 

others.   

 Things like the church supper, the action groups, and the various 

committees and teams pull us together as a congregation.  We work side 

by side for our common goal and we enjoy ourselves.  These are good 

examples of how we can work together and make a difference.  It can’t be 

done by one person; it takes many people working together to make a 

congregation, a church body, and a nation effective.   

 AMEN       1165 
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