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 “So, are there any questions?” the teacher asks at the end of class.  

Just returning from our Theology in Ministry retreat I had a bit of a 

flashback to my seminary days as I thought about this text.  Some teachers 

or professors can be so intimidating that it is hard to ask questions.  I 

entered the seminary without the advantage of having majored in religion in 

college, or even having had a religion class in college.  My knowledge was 

pretty basic.  I was scrambling to read as much as I could and absorb as 

much as possible in my first quarter or two of seminary just to catch up to 

those who had been religion majors.   

 Some of those people knew the right questions to ask.  They were 

familiar with the subject matter and could speak with some knowledge.  I 

was never comfortable asking questions at those times.  It was just too 

intimidating, and I am more of an introvert, so I would wait and ask a 

trusted friend after class, or talk with the professor in private.   

 Have you ever been so intimidated by someone that you found it 

difficult to ask a question?  Was it because you were afraid of looking 

foolish, or was it that you thought you’d be ridiculed?  Was the other 

person’s knowledge and stature such that you were uncomfortable asking 

your question?   
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 It seems as if the disciples were pretty intimidated by Jesus to ask 

Him what He meant when He talked with them a second time about His 

suffering and death.  If you remember, the first time Jesus told them about 

the suffering and death He would have to endure, Peter challenged Jesus, 

saying he would never let that happen.  Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get 

behind me, Satan!”  I suppose I would have been a little intimidated by that 

response too!   

 The disciples might also have been quite confused.  They had just 

witnessed the Transfiguration on the Mountain when Jesus appeared with 

Moses and Elijah.  It was a moment of great glory that was now lost with 

another prediction of His death. The disciples could not comprehend all 

this, which is quite understandable.  But now they were afraid to ask. 

 What was their fear?  Was it a fear of ridicule for asking an obvious 

question?  Was it a fear of the unknown?  Or was it a fear that the things 

Jesus was telling them would indeed come true?  If this was the case, what 

would the disciples do?  Where would they go?  Would this whole mission 

Jesus was on be wasted?  Or, were they afraid to upset Jesus even more 

with their questions? 

 The disciples certainly didn’t know what type of a future they faced 

with Jesus.  If His predictions were true, they would be left alone. 
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 Fear of the unknown can be a troubling thing.  For someone facing an 

important decision, such as a career change, an uncertain economic future, 

a devastating family event, or a move to an unfamiliar environment, the 

unknown can be unsettling—even frightening.   We’re faced with many 

unsettling decisions during our lives:  “Is this the right time to change 

careers?”  “Will we get through a difficult financial crisis?”  “Will a job 

change with its resulting move, affect the children in an adverse way?”  “Do 

I need to talk with someone about getting help for chemical abuse?”   

 Persons facing serious medical problems also have a real fear of the 

unknown.  What decisions about treatment or surgery are the right 

decisions?  What will the future bring for me?  High school and college 

graduates going out on their own away from home have fears of what lies 

ahead of them:  will they be able to meet the challenges they will face?  

Couples faced with a crisis in their marriage have fears and anxieties about 

the future.   

 The disciples must have vented their fear and uncertainty by arguing 

about who was the greatest disciple.  Who was the best-loved by Jesus?  

Who would be the one to lead them when Jesus is no longer in the picture?  

It’s normal to have fears and anxieties about the uncertainties that lie 

ahead of us.  The future is but a mystery yet to be revealed.  When we start 

thinking about the future and let our minds wander into all those 
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uncertainties, it can be pretty unsettling, even frightening.  Sometimes we 

vent our fears and anxieties in ways that may seem strange to us later.  I 

think this is what the disciples were facing. 

 Jesus called the disciples together and, instead of chastising them for 

their petty arguing, Jesus charged them with a life of service.  He used the 

example of a child.  The child in ancient cultures was one of the most 

insignificant persons next to a servant.  Jesus said that those who would be 

great in the Kingdom of God must become like a child—insignificant.  In 

their fears and uncertainties about the future, disciples are called to serve 

and help others—the least in the Kingdom.  In so doing, one refocuses 

one’s thoughts and fears into actions—doing positive things for others.  In 

the process, one learns to trust and rely on Jesus for all one’s needs.  The 

child is dependent on others to meet his/her needs.  When thing are out of 

our control, we can learn to be like the child and place our trust in Christ 

who will see us through the fears, anxieties, and uncertainties of life.  When 

we learn to serve others and care for others we are opening ourselves up 

to being served and cared for by the only One who can truly help us—

Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 We have come to learn that we need never be afraid to bring our 

fears and anxieties before Jesus.  We need never be intimidated by 

Jesus or worry about His response to us.  Like a loving parent, Jesus will 
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always love, forgive, and care for us no matter what our predicament.  

Jesus calls us to face our fears by bringing them to Him and depending on 

Him as a child depends on his/her parents for everything.  True 

discipleship, Jesus taught, is found in serving others and caring for them as 

He cares for us.  It is being vulnerable and open, loving and kind, trusting 

and sharing. 

 Greatness is not found in being strong only in yourself.  Greatness is 

found in being a servant and having the attitude of a servant.  Greatness is 

found in being as a child to Jesus:  vulnerable, kind to others, sharing, 

humble, and willing to follow Him and serve His people.                     
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