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 Look at the front of your bulletins for a moment.  What do you see? 

A Duck!  Really?  What is a duck doing on the front of the 

bulletins?!  (As you see) It is called Wittgenstein’s Duck.  

Wittgenstein was an Austrian-British philosopher who 

made this simple drawing famous.  (He was cut out of the same artistic 

mold that I was!) You can see the duck’s bill, and its eye.  So you assume 

that it is a drawing of a duck.  Simple logic. 

 But turn the drawing so the bill is on top and what do you see?  

(A Rabbit!)   So what was a duck, now becomes a 

rabbit!   

Leave it to a philosopher to come up with this!  But this 

little experiment illustrates a profound truth:  We often 

see what we are looking for, and sometimes that’s all we see until someone 

helps us look at something a little differently.   

 Today’s Gospel does this for us.  When Jesus and His disciples were 

walking through Galilee, He asked them, “Who do people say that I am?”  

Jesus wanted to know the scuttlebutt; He wanted to know what those who 

were following Him, and the folks who had been talking with the disciples 
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as they visited various places, thought of Him.  “What are they saying about 

me?” Jesus asked a seemingly innocent question.   

 He received some interesting answers.  Some thought John the 

Baptist or Elijah had come back from the dead.  Others thought Jesus was 

a really great prophet.   

 Then He put them on the spot.  He asked the disciples who they 

thought He was.  Peter, the impetuous one, spoke right up. “You are the 

Messiah,” Peter declared.  Peter had linked Jesus to the age-old prophecy 

of the coming of the Messiah; the divinely anointed, powerful political, 

military, and/or religious leader who would ride in on a white horse, raise an 

army, and teach Israel’s oppressors a lesson they wouldn’t forget!  [Duck] 

 Like all the Jews, Peter had imagined that the Messiah, now seen in 

the person of Jesus, as the next King David.  He would throw the Romans 

out of Israel, establish an empire, and rule as King forever.   

 But WE know that Jesus was NOT that type of Messiah.  Jesus was a 

King, but He came to suffer, to be rejected, and worst of all—be killed.  

Jesus came as the humble servant-king who gave His life for all who 

believe.  [Rabbit]   

 Jesus redefined what it means to be a Messiah.   Peter’s answer was 

correct, but Peter’s understanding of what a messiah is, was skewed.   
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 Interestingly, Dr. Will Wilimon in an article I read quotes a couple 

noted theologians who say that the God we meet this morning in the 

Gospel and later on in the Sacrament of Holy Communion is not the God 

that 9 out of 10 Americans believe in.  He says that the so-called “new 

atheists” like Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitches say they don’t 

believe in God, the God they don’t believe in is not the God that we 

Christians believe in.  So when someone says to you, “I don’t believe that 

Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son of God, you are perfectly justified in 

asking, “Tell me about the Messiah that you don’t think Jesus is.” 

 We come to worship hoping to see Jesus, asking for Jesus to open 

our eyes to see Him perfectly.  We come to be reminded that this Jesus, 

our Messiah, is the One who loves us so much that He willingly died for us.  

We come to receive His grace and find the peace, reconciliation, and love 

for which we hunger.  We come to share that grace in fellowship with one 

another and be filled with the Spirit’s Presence to go out and share that 

amazing love.   

 Christians believe that through God’s Grace in Christ we find the faith 

to acknowledge Jesus as our Messiah.  He’s not the warrior-king, but the 

humble servant who suffered, died, and rose victoriously.  Through our 

worship, our opening our hearts to God’s grace, we grow in faith and learn 
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to trust our Messiah with our lives.  As we grow in faith we see a different 

Jesus than we learned about as a child.  We see the Messiah who works 

miracles in the lives of ordinary people, who walks with us as we go 

through trying and earth-shaking times.  We see the power of God made 

perfect in the death and resurrection and we learn to rest our souls in His 

love.  We know that the only way to understand who Jesus is, is to follow 

Jesus and live our lives in His grace. 

 With the fall activities starting up, with Sunday School, Confirmation, 

OTC LYO, adult studies and fellowship opportunities the question for us is:  

“Who do we claim Jesus is?”   

 Is Jesus a rescuer, or a role model, or a kind person who shows us 

how to live and be good?   

 Is Jesus God in the flesh, the One who suffered and took on our sins 

so that we might be washed clean in His death?  Is Jesus the One whom 

God raised from the dead who grants us His life and opens the Kingdom of 

Heaven to all who believe?  Is this Jesus your Savior?  Is He the One you 

can trust to save you and love you beyond your wildest imaginations?  Is 

He the One who, when you are at your lowest point, carries you through 

the darkness and into His Light? 
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 As Christians we have the great joy to share Jesus’ love with those 

who don’t believe, or those who don’t know Jesus.  Through the pages of 

the Bible, through the Holy Sacraments, and through the care of other 

Christians we can answer the doubters even as we live each day knowing 

that our salvation is secure our hope is not in vain.   

 Some may look at our bulletin and see a duck.  Some may see a 

rabbit.  But when we look at Jesus we see a Savior who has given His life 

for us and who lives and rules eternally.  We see love in its most personal, 

life-giving form in the Cross and the Resurrection.   

 AMEN       1043 

  


