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 It was a frantic scene Mark describes in our Gospel.  Jesus was back 

in Galilee, and was immediately met by a man named Jairus.  He was a 

leader of a local synagogue who had a daughter that was gravely ill.  He 

fell on his knees before Jesus and begged Jesus to lay His hands on her 

and heal her.  He seemingly had faith in Jesus, knew of Jesus’ ability to 

heal, and in his desperation begged Jesus to come with him.   

 I can well imagine the fear and anxiety the man was exhibiting as he 

spoke with Jesus. The man knew time was running out for his little girl, and 

he was in a hurry to get Jesus to go with him.  So they hurried along, and 

when they were making their way through the crowd that was gathered, 

something weird happened.  Jesus felt a strange feeling.  Someone had 

touched His robe and power had gone out from him.  Jesus stopped.  He 

started asking around to see who it was that had drawn the power from 

Him.   

 The disciples were puzzled by this because the crowd was large and 

people were bumping into each other all along the way.  I can only imagine 

how Jairus, the girl’s father reacted.  He must have been frantic; impatient; 
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trying to hurry Jesus along.  But Jesus had stopped to deal with this woman 

who had come to be healed by Him.    

 By the time Jesus was finishing with the woman who had the 

hemorrhages, Jairus received word that his little girl had died.  It was too 

late to save her.  The woman had sidetracked them long enough so that his 

daughter died. You can imagine how Jairus felt.  He might have broken 

down and wept.   

 But Jesus simply turned to Jairus and said, “Don’t fear, only believe.”   

Had this been the plan from the start?  Was this similar to the Lazarus story 

where Jesus purposely waited?  We don’t know.   When they arrived at the 

house, Jesus saw the crowd of weepers.  They laughed at Jesus when He 

told them the girl was sleeping.  I can’t imagine the move from weeping to 

laughing and mocking.  It speaks to the sincerity of the crowd.   

 Remember what Jesus had told Jairus?  “Do not fear, only believe.”  

Jesus entered the girl’s room and called her back to life.  She got up 

immediately!  Jesus, the Son of God, defied death!   Here again, Jesus 

showed His power.  

 “Do not fear, only believe.”  Was it the man’s faith that made the 

miracle possible?  Was it the faith of the woman with the hemorrhage that 
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made her well?  Was it the faith of the disciples in the boat that saved them 

from the storm? No. No. No. 

 Over the years I have been with quite a few people who were on their 

death beds.  Most have been ready to meet their LORD.  They have 

suffered long enough and in their suffering they have faith that Jesus will 

bring them through the gate of death into their heavenly home.  “Do not 

fear, only believe.”   

 One man’s story has stayed with me for many years.  In my first 

parish this man was slowly dying of cancer.  Understandably, he was 

having a difficult time accepting the disease and the inevitability of his 

death.   We had long discussions, times of crying, times of prayer, times of 

confession, times of Scripture reading, and times of great openness and 

sharing of feelings.  Still, there was no magic thing to help him accept his 

death, nor was I trying to make him accept anything. 

 Sadly, he faced his death with great fear that he had not been good 

enough to be accepted into God’s Great Kingdom.  His wife was concerned 

that her husband’s faith was not strong enough.  She often asked me how 

we could strengthen his faith.  I think she felt that if he had more faith he 

could accept his death easier.   
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 I tried to help them both understand that the amount of faith wasn’t 

the issue.  Whether or not he felt he had enough faith to enter the Kingdom 

of God wasn’t the point.  What mattered is what Jesus told Jairus:  “Don’t 

fear, only believe.”   

 Only believe.  I knew this man had faith in Jesus as His Lord and 

Savior.  He might have been a little rough around the edges, but he 

believed.  That’s what mattered.  He was convinced there had to be more 

to it.  Only believing seemed far too simple.  I have always wondered if 

something in his past was creating his anxiety, but he wouldn’t say. 

 His wife didn’t think he believed enough.  But how do we measure 

belief?  It was my feeling that the overwhelming grace and love of Jesus 

was just more than he could comprehend.  He couldn’t understand how 

Jesus could love him.  But Jesus did love him.   

 None of the persons in the gospel lesson were saved on the basis of 

their faith. The whole point of these two stories is really to proclaim the 

Reign of God has come in the person of Jesus.  The miracles and amazing 

events are all part of the presence of the Messiah.  They are not dependent 

on the faith of the person involved.   

 Faith is being open and receptive to God’s good and gracious 

presence in all aspects of our lives.  Faith involves the knowledge that we 
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are completely dependent on God for all things and in all circumstances.  

Our faith doesn’t give us salvation, that would be relying on ourselves—

which is works righteousness.  Our trust and dependence on God in Christ 

Jesus is what gives us salvation.  We can’t quantify faith.  Jesus said, “Only 

believe.”  That is enough.   

 Both the woman with the hemorrhage and Jairus, the ruler of the 

synagogue, acknowledged their total dependence on God in Jesus.  It’s the 

same for us.  We acknowledge our dependence on Jesus when we ask for 

His forgiveness of our sins and beg for His mercy.  When we come for Holy 

Communion we are acknowledging that we are in need of God’s mercy.   

 It is a normal human reaction for us to try to take salvation into our 

own hands.  It’s the Old Adam inside us—the part of us that says “I need 

more faith,” or “If I can do it myself.”  In spite of our attempts to save 

ourselves, or to take credit for our being here in church today, everything 

comes from God’s gracious hands.  The man I was ministering to wasn’t 

able to understand that, but that didn’t keep him from the love and 

forgiveness of Jesus. 

 Jesus’ words to Jairus are for us as well.  In all circumstances in life, 

in times of danger, illness, pain, suffering, confusion, or any of the other 
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difficult things we face, we hear the words of Jesus, “Do not fear, only 

believe.”    

 AMEN.       1159  


