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 Sometimes things can get a whole lot more complicated than we 

initially expect.  Following His parable on the growing seed and the mustard 

seed, Jesus invited His disciples to get into the boat and cross to the other 

side of the Sea of Galilee.   Jesus had been teaching the crowds in 

parables and had attracted such a large following he had to teach from a 

boat just off shore.  So they all piled into the boat and headed out across 

the sea.  The Sea of Galilee was a large lake—maybe as big a Mille Lacs—

and it was prone to quick windstorms blowing off the nearby hills late in the 

afternoons.  The disciples knew this—they fished on the lake for a living 

and knew its ins and outs.  But this day they just followed Jesus as He 

invited them into the boat.  They were probably tired and wanted to get 

away from the crowds, so the possibility of a storm didn’t seem to concern 

them.   

 The storm, however, is just what happened.  It got to be such a 

powerful storm that these experienced fishermen realized they were in 

deep trouble.  In the midst of their frantic attempts to save themselves from 

the fury of the storm, they must have noticed Jesus sleeping in the back.  

I’ve been in this predicament a couple times and it is a very frightening, 
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confusing time.  It HAD to be totally annoying for the disciples to be so 

frantic and working so hard, then seeing someone sleeping through it!   

 When they woke Jesus up, they didn’t beat around the bush.  

“Teacher, don’t you care if we are going to die out here?!”  They must 

have been screaming at Him to be heard over the storm.   

 Jesus got up, braced Himself, and exclaimed to the wind and the 

waves, “Peace!  Be still!” probably in much the same manner as you’d talk 

to your dog to try to settle him down.   

 Immediately the wind and waves obeyed Jesus and there was an 

eerie, ‘dead calm’ as Mark describes it. I can imagine all of them dropping 

their jaws on the floor of the boat and just standing there looking at Jesus.  

They were wondering, “Who IS this?”  He is obviously more than just a 

teacher or rabbi.  He has the command of the awesome power of God 

Himself.  They ask that question in great fear.  I can understand why they 

were afraid in the midst of the storm, but after all is calm, why are the 

disciples afraid?  Do they feel fear because they have just witnessed Jesus 

move from a teacher to one who holds the power of God in His command?  

“Even the wind and the sea obey him,” captures the awe and fear they now 

feel.  Is this the same person they thought they knew?  “What have we 

gotten ourselves into?” would have been my question.   
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 Way back at the beginning of Mark’s Gospel we are told who Jesus 

is, but at this point the disciples were still trying to figure that out.  As I 

reflected on this story the one thing that stuck out for me was the disciples’ 

question, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”  Knowing 

what we know about Jesus, and about our world today, this can still be a 

relevant question.   

 The disciples were struggling with “Who is this?” as they witnessed 

the miracle of Jesus calming the storm.  In ancient times darkness and 

water were symbols of the chaos of the world, of a place that was thought 

to be void of the presence of God.  In this story the chaos is there: a stormy 

sea, the fading light of day as evening settles in, and the wild wind 

whipping the waves into the boat, filling it with water.  They were all in 

grave danger during this storm, and they couldn’t understand Jesus’ calm 

demeanor.  Didn’t Jesus care if they all drowned in the storm? 

 The big question became, “Didn’t Jesus care?”  But Jesus surprised 

them when He got up and yelled, “Peace! Be still!”  We can’t help but notice 

Mark telling that at once there was an eerie, peaceful, dead calm.  Normally 

if the wind just stopped, it would take a while for the waves to calm down.  

But this all happened at the sound of Jesus’ command.   
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 Dr. William Willimon writes, “I believe this is a word about God that 

the world is literally dying to hear.  To be human is to be vulnerable, under 

threat, susceptible to the effects of ‘storms.’  Into every life, even the most 

content and happy, there come times that the sky turns dark and the waves 

begin to crash as the wind whips up.  It’s then that we feel very small, out of 

control, going down for the third time.”   

 Willimon adds that we don’t come to church asking if God exists, we 

come asking if God cares.  That’s a powerful statement these days.  Does 

God care about us?  Does God care about our life issues: the hurt or pain 

we may be feeling; the needs or anxieties that we might have as deal with 

our own personal issues.   

 And with the turmoil of the nation and world we have to ask if God 

cares about the issues we face with nuclear war, human trafficking, 

immigration, drug abuse, mass shootings, terrorism, and the other things 

we deal with.   

 We just had another baby born into our family last Sunday as our 

daughter Kristen gave birth to a baby boy.  It is such a joyous time for 

families when new babies come into our lives.  But it makes me stop and 

wonder, “What will the world be like when he is 20 or even 50 years old?  

Does God care about the little ones that come into the world?”   
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 As we ponder this Gospel today with those questions and issues in 

the forefront of our minds, we have to realize the answer is a resounding 

“YES!”  God does care!  Jesus commanded the wind and the waves to 

obey Him.  Jesus brought calm and peace to the chaos and fear in the 

disciples’ hearts.   

 And of course Jesus conquered the forces of evil and darkness on 

Easter morning.  We know that God in Christ cares for us and for our 

world. I can’t believe that the answer to the issues we are facing as a 

human race is that God doesn’t care.  God sent His only Son to save the 

world, and God will not let evil, chaos, and the forces of darkness win the 

day.  The day is already won.  Jesus has overcome.   

 Philip Yancy, in our Bible Study on Prayer states that when we pray 

with our concerns, our fears, and our issues, God in turn asks us what we 

will do about the situation.  How will we use our faith and our lives to make 

a positive difference in the world?  There is much we can do to bring the 

peace of God to others and God works through others to bring His love to 

us as well.  The answers to some of our questions will have to wait a while, 

but in the meantime we are called by Jesus to be those who work to still the 

storms of life and calm the chaos around us.   
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 Jesus’ answer to the disciples’ question of ‘do you care’ was to still 

the storm.  It didn’t end their problems, they still had to deal with Jesus’ 

arrest and death, but there is a foreshadowing going on here.  The storms 

will not overcome us.  God, the Creator of the World is still in charge and 

will not abandon us.  The Jesus who quelled the storm is the Jesus who 

walks with us along our way.   

 We take solace and rest in His grace. 
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