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 What is one of the most prolific little weeds that seems to overtake 

lawns, ditches, even fields?  Dandelions.   Those pesky little weeds with 

the pretty yellow flower can rise up and take over a person’s lawn in no 

time.  We spray or put down Weed ‘n Feed and we hope that will eradicate 

our problem.  Every spring I think I must have gotten the best of them, but 

then about a week later up pop those pretty yellow flowers that kids cannot 

resist!   

 What is it about the dandelion that makes them so hard to eradicate?  

It’s those puffballs that the flower turns into when they’re done blooming.  

Those pretty yellow flowers turn into white puffballs that end up making 

zillions of little seeds that are carried by even a small breeze.  And all of 

those seeds must sprout!   

 Today Jesus compares the Kingdom of God with the tiny mustard 

seed.  It is the smallest of the seeds but it can grow into a plant that 

resembles a small bush.  Birds can make nests within the cover of its 

branches so it becomes a plant that nurtures life.  The most obvious and 

promiscuous weed commonly seen around here is the dandelion.  The 
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plants themselves do not compare, but the way they both can reproduce 

and take over a field or a yard is similar. 

 As I studied the gospel for today, and started thinking more about 

Jesus’ parable of the tiny mustard seed, I started to make some 

connections.  What do we know about mustard plants here in Minnesota?  

Mostly we see the mustard weed growing in fields and road ditches.  My 

strongest recollection of this mustard weed was as a youngster when I was 

hired to go through an alfalpha field to pick out all the mustard.  Not much 

fun!   

 Mustard plants were pervasive in the Holy Land, and while some 

varieties can be used for spice and others can be used medicinally, for the 

most part they were pesky plants that were even somewhat dangerous.  

The wild mustard is incredibly hard to control (as is the dandelion) and 

once it takes root it can take over a whole planting area.  Back then, 

without chemicals to control them, the mustard plants could ruin a farmer’s 

field in a short time.  So they were only occasionally found in a garden; 

more often they were seen overtaking the side of an abandoned hill or field.   

 When we think of the Kingdom of God following the Ascension of 

Jesus, we can see how the Holy Spirit blows through the world and creates 

faith.  Like the parable of the seeds, we really don’t understand much of 
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how the Spirit moves about the world.  We can understand how seeds 

spread, germinate, and grow, but we humans have very little to do with it.  

Once the seeds are planted God takes over and brings about the growth 

and the harvest.  The Holy Spirit moves about us in similar fashion.   

 These days we can understand a lot about things such as seed 

germination and growth, but at the time of the parable that was not known.  

Science has brought us quite a ways in the last 2,000 years, but the 

parables originally were about the unknown acts of nature and the 

unknown acts of the Kingdom of God.   

 Jesus would probably be teaching us that the Kingdom of God is like 

the dandelions in the way they spread.  The Church started out with just 11 

disciples leading the way, and it has grown and spread in unbelievable 

ways.  The parables are about how thing happen in the world and we don’t 

know or understand how or why.   

 Seeds are planted, germinate and grow.  God works in mysterious 

ways that we don’t often understand to spread the word of the Kingdom 

and the salvation of Jesus Christ.   

 We have/had a baptism today for Leanna Sue.  We know that God 

makes promises in Baptism and that we drown to sin and death and are 

raised to new life in Jesus Christ.  We know there is a lot going on “behind 
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the scenes” in a baptism that we have no idea what is truly occurring.  We 

don’t see the whole picture, nor could we even understand it if we did see 

it.  We know that in baptism God claims us and unites us in the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We know that sin, death and the devil are 

defeated each time someone is baptized.  But we don’t see it and we don’t 

understand it.  It is a miracle of our faith. 

 When we think of how God works and how the Kingdom of God isn’t 

understood much at all, it leads us to question how God is at work in the 

world around us today.  Can we dare to see God at work in the beginnings 

of the peace and disarmament discussions with North Korea? We don’t 

know at this time where these talks will lead us in the future.  But do we 

understand that the Kingdom works in ways that we might not realize or in 

ways we might not believe are possible?  Will God work for peace and 

justice for all people even if we don’t agree with the methods being used?   

 The country and the world seem so fractured and broken these days 

that we have a hard time visualizing working together.  But that’s not how 

God sees each of us or the world.  God will work within the Kingdom to 

accomplish God’s will and plan.  We may not understand how or why, we 

may not be able to visualize how things will happen, but God is still God 
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and in control of the universe.  God can work through our sinfulness, or in 

spite of our sinful, broken lives to accomplish what God wants.   

 God does work through people and it is up to us to be open to the 

miraculous ways God works in the world and spreads His love and justice.  

There is so much about the Kingdom of God we do not understand.  We 

know by faith that we are to trust fully in Jesus Christ and let Him lead us.  

We know that we are His—chosen and saved by His precious blood.  We 

know that God works in ways we do not understand and the Holy Spirit is 

active in and among believers to lead and guide us.  We also know that 

when the grain is ripe, the harvest will come quickly; which reminds us that 

when the time is right according to God’s will, God will act.   

 We move forward in faith to be open to God and God’s will in this 

world.   

 AMEN      1133 

  


