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 The Book of Acts is really an adventure story of sorts.  It’s about the 

formation of the Christian Church and the transformation of the apostles 

into powerful witnesses of Jesus Christ.  The adventure begins with the 11 

gazing up into the sky as the Risen Jesus ascends to heaven.  There is an 

angelic presence as there was at the tomb on Easter morning.  The angels 

snap the apostles back into reality by telling them that Jesus was going to 

return as they had seen Him go.   

 As if a light was turned on, the apostles got busy organizing the new 

church.  Peter took on the leadership position and announced to the group 

of believers with him that there was an open position for an apostle.  They 

needed to fill the position Judas vacated.  The job description stated that 

the position of apostle should be filled by someone who had been with 

them from the beginning, someone who was a witness to Jesus and the 

resurrection.  There were two people who filled the bill:  Joseph, called 

Barsabbas, and Matthias.   

 Apparently they were both very qualified and so the apostles relied on 

Jesus choosing the next apostle as they cast lots (putting colored stones 
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into a jar and shaking it until one popped out).  They believed that Jesus 

chose the apostle by causing the stone to pop out of the jar.  

 Matthias was chosen and the church was now ready to begin the 

adventure of spreading the Good News of Jesus to the world.  This is an 

adventure that continues to this day as we, too, are led by Jesus and the 

Holy Spirit to share the Good News with the world.   

 The Church continues to rely on the Holy Spirit to raise up leaders to 

help the message of Christ’s love and salvation to reach those in need.  

The Northwestern Minn. Synod, of which we are a part, has begun the 

process of finding a new bishop to lead us in the future.  Bishop Larry 

Wohlrabe is retiring when his current term as bishop is up in 2019 so next 

year we will be electing a new bishop at our Synod Assembly.  The process 

has begun with surveys of congregational leaders and pastors to help 

discern what skills we are looking for in our next bishop.  At the synod 

assembly we will use an Ecclesiastical ballot which means that all 

delegates are free to submit names on the first ballot, then we whittle them 

down through subsequent ballots.  

 As Jesus prayed to God in what we now refer to as Jesus’ High 

Priestly Prayer, He asked God to bless the work of the ones who will be 

taking on the task of Spreading the Good News to the World.  Jesus prayed 
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that there would be unity of purpose and belief as they follow His teaching 

and reach out to others.  This unity is not that we might all be Lutheran or 

some other denomination, but that all who believe in Jesus as their Lord 

and Savior might be united in sharing the Good News.  Each Christian 

church and denomination is unique and reaches people who are unique.  

We reach people who have differing needs and desires but worship the 

same Lord with our different Christian denominations.   

 Here today we are blessed with a variety of special things going on.  

We have young people who have learned about the Lord’s Supper and are 

now ready to receive the body and blood of our Lord.  We are excited to 

have Karla, Karol, Brad, Karrie, Ava, Parker, and Thea join with us as we 

carry on the ministry that was begun by the first apostles.   

 Today is also Mothers’ Day and we honor our mothers who have 

raised us with love, forgiveness, compassion, and patience.  We give 

thanks to God for faithful mothers who have shared the Christian faith with 

us and have shared God’s love with us.   

 Yesterday we celebrated the marriage of Chelsey Enerson to Nate 

Fischer.  We rejoiced with them as they began their new life together as 

husband and wife.  Even though we were not all present, our unity as a 

family of Christ is extended through those of us who participated. 
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 This week we gather as part of the Community of the Faithful to give 

thanks to God for the salvation that is ours through Christ Jesus.  We 

gather to uphold and strengthen the families of Don Berge and Gene 

Haring as we celebrate their lives and their faith.  We share their sorrow in 

the loss of their loved ones, while we remember the promise of the future 

through faith in Christ. 

 In our Gospel Jesus prayed to God that all who believe might be 

protected from the evil one.  He did not pray to take us out of the world with 

all its sorrow, trouble, and pain, but Jesus prayed for our protection from 

the one who is out to destroy us.  Jesus prayed that we might be unified in 

purpose and belief and so be sanctified (made holy) through Him. 

 Our unity as Christians begins here in church and extends to our daily 

lives.  We are a family who supports and cares for each sister and brother 

in Christ.   Our unity is not found by agreeing with each other on every 

detail of the Christian life.  Our unity is found in acknowledging our belief in 

Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  Our unity is constantly tested by the 

evil one but we know that the Holy Spirit is with us to guide us and show us 

what Christ is calling us to do.   

 Peter was given the task of building the Church.  We are given the 

task of carrying the Church forward.  I’m confident that with the Holy Spirit’s 
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presence the Church will persevere—regardless of our own mistakes and 

failures along the way.  After all, it’s lasted this long.  The real challenge 

facing the Church today is:  Can we remain faithful while we carry on this 

ministry?  Can we trust the Holy Spirit to guide us as we go through each 

day? 

 AMEN        1034 

  


