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 “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to those who are being saved it is the power of God.”  So 

says St. Paul in 1 Corinthians.   

 Here we are on April 1st joyfully proclaiming “Jesus Christ is Risen!” I 

wonder what it was like for those first witnesses of the Resurrection.  

Faithful Mary Magdalene got up early and trudged along the path outside 

the city gates to the place where her Lord was buried.  Why was she doing 

that?  Jesus was dead, entombed in his final resting place, sealed with a 

stone so large it she could not possibly roll it away.  It was all over. Done. 

Ended.  The promise of a Savior had been wiped away with the crucifixion.  

But wait…something was dreadfully wrong…the stone has been rolled 

back!  

 April Fools?!  What did this mean? She raced back to tell Peter and 

John (the disciple Jesus loved) and told them, “They have taken the Lord 

out of the tomb and we do not know where they have taken him.”   

 The two disciples looked at her, “Mary, is this your idea of an April 

Fool’s joke? Because if it is that is a pretty rotten thing to do.”   
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 But they sensed the terror in her voice and headed out to see for 

themselves.   

 When they got to the tomb it was just as Mary said.  Jesus’ body was 

gone.  His grave clothes were simply lying where Jesus had been.  The 

cloth that covered Jesus’ head neatly folded in a place by itself.   

 John writes that the two disciples saw, one believed, but they did not 

as yet understand the scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead.  Then, 

curiously, they returned to their homes.   

 Had someone really played a cruel “April Fool’s” joke on them?  It 

was just too amazing to comprehend that Jesus might have been raised to 

life.   

 Mary hung around after the two disciples went home.  She sat 

outside the tomb weeping.  As she wept, she looked inside the tomb and 

saw two angels sitting where they had laid Jesus’ body three days earlier.  

The angels asked her why she was weeping.  Then she caught a glimpse 

of someone behind her.  He also asked her why she was weeping.  It 

wasn’t until Jesus called her by name that she realized who it was.  It was 

Jesus!  He was alive!   

 It was no cruel joke, Jesus was truly alive!  Jesus told her that He 

could not stay but that she needed to go and tell the others.  Mary raced off 
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to tell them.  This time, they might have been thinking she was still telling 

that cruel April Fool’s joke, but she insisted that he was alive.  She told 

them what Jesus had said. 

 So here we are some 1,000 years later, proclaiming to one another, 

“He is risen!”  How do we understand this story?  What point of view are we 

coming from?  Each of us comes to Easter, with the wonder of Jesus’ 

resurrection, from different places in our faith and in our lives.  For some of 

us, the idea that a crucified Jew could lay in a tomb for three days, and 

then be back alive and among us is what we’ve always believed.  “It’s no 

April fool’s joke, you may say.  I have always believed in the truth of the 

resurrection.”   

 Others of us may see all these flowers and hear the joyful Easter 

music and say, “I’m just not sure. It all seems so hard to understand….hard 

to believe.”   

 Some of you may come to this joyful morning full of happiness.  

Easter Sunday is your favorite Sunday of the year.  You have been looking 

forward to this Sunday for a long time.   

 Others may be in the gloom rather than in the light.  You may have 

just lost someone whom you love.  Things may not be going well for you at 
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home, or at work.  Recent events in our country may have shaken your 

faith.  You may be thinking all this joy is rather oppressive.   

 Easter’s grand story begins in the dark.  John uses the theme of light 

and dark in powerful ways in His Gospel.  Mary goes to the tomb in the 

dark.  Jesus’ followers are really in the dark about their faith in the 

resurrection.  The darkness depicts the mood of their souls and their lives.  

One aspect of this story puzzles me: Mary didn’t look into the tomb and 

proclaim, “He is Risen!”  She didn’t jump to the assumption of the 

Resurrection.  Her life the past few days had conditioned her and the 

disciples to be in that dark place.  They missed the cues of the 

Resurrection.  They struggled with their faith not knowing what was going 

to happen following the crucifixion.  

 The same thing happened with the disciples.  They even entered the 

tomb—one believed, but yet there was no exuberance, no joy, no trying to 

convince the others.   

 Mary struggled mightily with all this until she encountered the risen 

Christ and He called her by name, “Mary!” Jesus said.  Immediately she 

knew this whole thing was no joke.  Jesus was right there before her!   
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 In John chapter 10, Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice and they 

follow me.”  No one understood what Jesus meant when He said that, but 

now it all becomes crystal clear.  Jesus calls us by name, and we respond.   

 Jesus has called us by name in our baptisms and He promises us 

eternal life.  To “see the Lord” is to believe in, receive, and trust the Lord.  It 

is to know somewhere inside each of us that this is no April Fool’s joke.   

 As I said, we all come at this from different places in life.  Most of us 

identify with one of the three main characters.  Sometimes events in our 

lives or the way we were raised may lead us to question. We may need to 

hear Jesus call our names in one way or another.  Some of us may not 

have even thought about whether or not this story is real.  We may not 

have had to rely on our faith in desperate times.  We may not have heard 

Jesus calling us.  Some of us will go home today and think this was all a 

nice service, but don’t really know what to think about Jesus.   

 What is important is the promise behind today’s Gospel:  Jesus is not 

captive to a grave.  Jesus is Risen!  He is alive!  He has gone on ahead of 

us and He is moving in and around us.  He is reaching out to you; He is 

calling your name; He is forgiving you and loving you.   

 You may not realize it, you may not even understand or believe it 

fully, but it is true.  Jesus is alive and He has defeated death and the devil 
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for all eternity.  You see, the April Fool’s joke is not on us or the disciples.  

It is on the devil!  Jesus won the Victory and has claimed us as His own!  

 Back to the cross:  The message of the cross IS foolishness to those 

who don’t believe.  The power of this Easter story is that the cross is where 

our sins were forgiven.  The joy of this day is that Jesus has defeated death 

and lives forever!  

 We will go home today forever changed because of this event.   

 Alleluia!   Amen!       1254 


