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 I’m ready to jump on the “end of winter” bandwagon!  After our long 

winter season we look for something to cheer about.  Winter seems to be 

hanging on with some degree of ferocity—March, it seems, is bound to “Go 

in like a lion---and out like a lion!”  Friday we were in Redwood Falls where 

we got 10 – 12 inches of snow overnight! 

 But there are signs of spring—there are rumors of folks seeing a 

robin or two; I’ve heard the Sandhill Cranes; and there are other sightings 

of snowbirds returning!  (Seriously, it’s really nice to see our snowbirds 

slowly checking in again!) It’s also maple syrup-ing time; ice fishing is 

wrapping up; mud puddles and muddy roads signal the break in the 

weather. 

 We cheer the signs of spring!  We joyfully jump onto the “End of 

Winter bandwagon” as we enjoy the warmth of the sun.   

 Jumping on the bandwagon is a pretty old phrase.  My dictionary 

says that a bandwagon is “an elaborately decorated wagon used to 

transport musicians in a parade.”  It also says that a bandwagon is “a 

cause or party that attracts increasing numbers of adherents.”  So to jump 
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on the bandwagon is to support a person or cause whose fortunes seem to 

be rising. 

 Spring fits that definition for me.  So does Palm Sunday!   

 Palm Sunday is the entrance into the holiest time of the Christian 

calendar.  It’s the grand parade that kicks off Holy Week.  We celebrate 

with a parade of our own: the Sunday School and Choir processing in to 

our worship service waving their palm branches singing praise to Jesus as 

He ‘rides on’ into Jerusalem.   

 Palm Sunday is about jumping on The Jesus Bandwagon.  We 

know that the Kairos, or critical hour, was at hand.  Jesus entered 

Jerusalem on a donkey, similar to a newly crowned king or a king victorious 

in battle would enter the capitol city.  People lined the streets, throwing their 

coats down on His path and waving palm branches to celebrate.  They 

were shouting, “Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 

the Lord—the King of Israel!”   

 That’s quite a statement.  They shouted praises to the “King of Israel” 

as they jumped on to the “Jesus Bandwagon.”  People who may not have 

known Jesus, or who Jesus was, may have gotten wrapped up in the 

hoopla surrounding His triumphal entry and joined the celebration.  All the 
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attention and praise Jesus received actually signaled something much 

darker and more frightening for Him.   

 We know what happened as the week between Palm Sunday and 

Easter progressed.  The bandwagon that was full of cheering people took a 

sharp turn and by 3 pm on Friday most of them had jumped off the Jesus 

bandwagon.  Only a few remained with Jesus as He took His final breath.   

 The challenge, then, is to remain on the bandwagon when times get 

difficult or it becomes unpopular.  It’s like standing up for what we believe is 

right.  It gets more difficult to stand for something over the long term.  Fads 

come and go, causes come and go, and it is difficult to stand for something 

when others lose interest and move on to something else.   

 During the Second World War it was not easy to stand against Hitler, 

but German Lutheran pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer did just that.  Bonhoeffer 

could have stayed in the United States just before the outbreak of war, but 

he chose to return to Germany to stand for what he believed was right.  

During the war, Bonhoeffer was involved in attempts to over-throw Hitler’s 

evil rule and he was arrested.  Just a short time before the end of the war, 

as the Allies were overrunning Germany, Bonhoeffer was killed by the 

Nazis.  He followed his beliefs in Jesus Christ and it cost him his life.  It 
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would have been much easier to fall in line with the Nazis, but Bonhoeffer 

could not do that. 

 Standing up for our beliefs in this day and age can be difficult.  Our 

country is polarized and each side wants to claim they are correct and they 

are following Jesus’ teachings.  But Jesus has not changed.  Jesus calls us 

to love one another.  Jesus even calls for His followers to love their 

enemies.  Jesus calls us to look out for the poor and the ones who are 

unable to speak for themselves.   He calls us to feed the hungry, clothe the 

naked, and show genuine love and concern for all.   

 Jesus made waves and He made enemies when He went against the 

social conventions and the powerful religious leaders of His day.  It wasn’t 

popular or easy to ride on that bandwagon.  But Jesus had come for all 

people and called everyone to repent and follow Him.   

 As we go about our ministry here at Zion one of the things that is 

becoming more of a challenge is finding folks who are willing to become 

involved either in leadership or in serving.  Our Action Groups are 

struggling to find leaders who are willing to organize the month’s activities.  

Those who do lead are finding it more of a challenge to find folks who are 

willing to serve.  Committees and Teams are finding it hard to replace those 
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who go off their teams.  It seems it is generally more difficult to make 

commitments and follow through on them.   

 It’s really difficult with so many things going on to find time to do what 

we may feel is important.  Time with family, time for leisure, time for 

volunteering is precious and we struggle with finding enough time to do 

what we feel is important.   

 As this week unfolds, as we move from the grand parade and the 

joyous shouts of praise, let’s remember the path our Lord Jesus took for us.  

Come to the Seder Meal on Thursday and experience the move from 

Passover to sacrifice.  Remember the love and the inner struggle Jesus 

faced for us as He agonized on the cross on Good Friday.  Remember also 

the call to discipleship that the followers of Jesus are called to make each 

day, whether it is popular or unpopular.  Remember the Love that was 

made real as our Lord gave Himself for us.  Following Jesus isn’t about 

jumping on or off a bandwagon.  It’s about Jesus and being the hands and 

feet of Christ today.  It’s about leading and it’s about serving. 

 Then we can come next Sunday and join the chorus of praise to our 

Victorious Lord and Savior, who by the love and grace of God has given us 

New Life. 

 AMEN        1108 


