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Have you ever thought about why, after performing a great miracle, 

Jesus would command people to say nothing about it?  When Jesus was at 

the house of Simon the Pharisee, Jesus cured many who were sick, and 

healed many who were possessed by demons, but He would not permit the 

demons to speak because they knew Jesus.  Jesus cleansed a leper and 

sternly warned him not to say anything to anyone.  Jesus cured a deaf man 

and ordered him to say nothing to anyone of what Jesus had done.  

Following the Transfiguration of Jesus with Moses and Elijah on the 

mountain, Jesus ordered the disciples to keep silent until after the 

resurrection.  People have asked me why it is that Jesus would do 

something so wonderful and then command silence.  Why didn’t Jesus 

want others to know?  If He was here to spread the Good News, why keep 

it to Himself?  If He was accomplishing the purpose God had outlined for 

Him, shouldn’t He be gung-ho about telling people?  

Today we are given a bit of an insight into the purpose of Jesus’ 

ministry, and we discover the answer to that nagging question about the 

silence.  This story from John 12 actually takes place just after Jesus’ 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem which we will observe next Sunday.  Jesus 
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and the disciples are in Jerusalem preparing for the Passover.  There were 

some Greeks who had also come to worship in Jerusalem during the 

Passover.  These Greeks, people who believed in God but were not 

Jewish, came to one of Jesus’ disciples and asked if he could lead them to 

Jesus.  They wanted to speak with Him, presumably because they had 

heard of Him from far away and wanted to meet Him. 

For John, this event signified the spreading of the Good News of 

Jesus to the Gentiles and to nations far away.  For Jesus, the request from 

the Greeks was the signal that His mission was being accomplished.  

Others in countries far away were hearing of Him and wanted to know more 

about the salvation Jesus was bringing to the world.    Phase I of Jesus’ 

mission dealt with the spread of His word of salvation.  Now, Phase II was 

set to begin.  In response to the request Jesus said, “The hour has now 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” 

This time was not based on chronological time. The Greek language 

uses the word, KAIROS.  It was a Kairos time, when things that occur on a 

timeframe “all their own.”  The change of seasons is set calendar-wise to 

occur at a certain date and time chronologically, but the actual changing of 

the seasons varies greatly.  Likewise, a doctor may give an estimated time 

for a woman to deliver her baby, but the baby comes at a Kairos moment-- 
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when it is truly good and ready—unless of course, medical science 

intervenes.   

So too, with Jesus.  “The hour has come,” Jesus said.  The time is 

right, the world is ready for the next part of the mission.  Prior to this, the 

world was NOT prepared for Jesus to be revealed in the manner in which 

He will shortly be revealed.  Leaks in the silence were a regular 

occurrence, just like in Washington, DC and they became the occasions for 

the Jewish leaders to plot to destroy Jesus.   

The first sign of the time being right was that, in the raising of 

Lazarus, Jesus angered the religious leaders and they began plotting His 

death.  They couldn’t accept a miracle such as this—it was too serious a 

threat to their way of life and to the status quo.  The second sign came 

after Lazarus was raised and his sister Mary anointed Jesus with costly oil 

while He was visiting Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.  Jesus referred to this 

incident as His anointing for burial.  It became one more step closer to the 

cross.  The third sign came when they entered Jerusalem with that great 

celebration beginning the final days of Jesus’ life.  Finally, with the arrival 

of the Greeks, everything was complete.  Jesus was ready to move to 

Phase II which was His arrest, crucifixion, and death.  Phase III would 

come three days after His death! 
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This event is an important turning point in John’s Gospel.  The focus 

now shifts to the cross and the glorification of Jesus in His death.  Through 

death, Jesus offers the fruit of His ministry for the fulfillment of God’s plan 

of salvation.  His death is like the planting of the seed which brings about a 

great harvest of people into the Kingdom, much the same as the planted 

seed bring about a new plant which leads to a great crop.  In order to reap 

the harvest, the seed must be planted.  In order for the cycle of life to 

continue and to flourish, the seed needs to give itself up for the plant and 

the eventual harvest.  Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice of His life, giving it 

as the seed to give life to the multitudes.   

Through this simple example of the wheat, Jesus is teaching us that 

the cycle of life begins with the One who dies and gives His life so that 

those who believe in Him might live.  The harvested multitudes then find 

themselves confronted with the nurturing of the world.  In order to 

accomplish this, the people must change as the wheat changes into flour.  

Jesus teaches us that in order for us to fulfill our purpose we will need to 

follow Him in willing obedience.  We need to ask ourselves, “What is Jesus 

calling me to do?”  “What is my purpose in life as a part of His glorious 

Kingdom?” 
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Youth are people who are searching for their niche in life, the place 

where they will find fulfillment and meaning.  There seems to be a Kairos 

time coming with the youth who are trying to make changes so our schools 

will be safer places.  They have stirred up the politicians enough and are 

not backing down on their push for change, so it seems to be the right time 

for some kind of change.  

 This is also true for the Kingdom of God.  But this isn’t limited to 

youth.  We all search for our purpose and for our calling in life many times 

during our lifetimes.  As fellow Christians, we all have a stake in helping 

someone realize their calling and discover the ways God is leading them 

through various junctures in life.  There are many who ask as the Greeks in 

today’s Gospel:  “We wish to see Jesus.”   

The Kingdom of God is made up of many who are searching for 

something meaningful, struggling with personal or family problems, 

suffering from grief or illness, even floundering with deep personal issues of 

self-worth and identity.  We are like that wheat that is ground into flour, 

changed and refined so that we might in turn bring life to others.  Parents 

so often give of themselves so that their children might grow, be 

strengthened, and nurtured into healthy adulthood.  As fellow believers in 

Christ, we help nurture the faith in others.  As we love one another, care for 
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each other’s needs, listen to someone’s story, we have the opportunity to 

share the faith with them.   

A grain of wheat that is allowed to remain in a storage bin until it 

spoils is a grain of wheat wasted.  People who keep their faith, their talents, 

and their story of Jesus to themselves waste a chance to witness to the 

world.  We are given life that we might in turn give life to others.  We are 

challenged to realize the love of Christ within us and learn to love ourselves 

and our Lord enough to let it show.  When we find ourselves the ones who 

are hurting, in trouble, or suffering, we need to be reminded that our Lord 

comes to us through the love of others.  We can be open to the ways 

others show Christ’s love and open ourselves up to the healing power of 

Christ.    

 May we allow ourselves to be formed into the unique person 

Christ would have us become.  May we discover His presence and strength 

in our lives when we struggle, and may we give of ourselves as our Lord 

has given Himself, to serve the Kingdom of God here among us.   

 AMEN      1415 

 


