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 So what’s the deal with the snake, anyway?  Was it God’s sense of 

humor?  Was God trying to get into the Israelites’ heads by having snakes 

torment them?  The Israelites had been complaining about their situation 

since they were led into the wilderness.  They were in the wilderness on 

their way to the Promised Land—a land flowing with milk and honey, as 

God had told Moses.  But here they were, out in the middle of nowhere, 

without adequate water and food.  They were sick and tired of their 

situation.  They even thought Moses had led them out there to let them die.  

How quickly they had forgotten their situation as Pharaoh’s slaves back in 

Egypt!   

 So they started grumbling.  And God, who might have gotten a bit 

tired of hearing their grumbling, put those creepy snakes among the 

people.  When they complained, they were bitten by a snake.  Many of 

them died.  Soon they caught on to what God had done.   They repented of 

their sin and asked Moses to get God to remove the snakes.   

 To keep them honest, God left the snakes among them.  But God had 

Moses make a bronze snake and put it on a tall pole.  Whenever they 
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regressed and were bitten by a snake, all they had to do was repent, and 

look up toward the pole.  When they saw the snake, they were healed.  

 But why the snakes?  Were they a reminder of the sin of humanity in 

the Garden of Eden?  Was it because snakes slither around and could 

work their way in and among the people?   

 Maybe it goes back to the Garden of Eden, but people don’t 

necessarily like snakes.  They seem to be the symbol of evil, a creepy thing 

that has a certain degree of danger associated with it.  So, thinking about 

the Israelites, how could this very thing that torments us and is associated 

with evil, be the very thing that saves them?  When they saw the bronze 

snake, they were healed, saved from death. 

 Nearly 800 years after this event, King Hezekiah of Judah destroyed 

the very pole that Moses had made.  Hezekiah was making huge reforms 

to the religious life of the people—he was cleaning house so-to-speak.  He 

destroyed the pole, because over the years the people began to worship 

the bronze serpent on the pole.   

 It wasn’t the pole that saved the people; it was the act of looking up 

toward heaven.  The pole got the people to focus their vision and thoughts 

upward, toward God instead of on themselves.  In looking up toward the 
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pole, the people were acknowledging God as the One who brings the 

healing. 

 Now, fast-forward to the cross.  The cross was the hated, cruel 

instrument of torture and humiliation in Jesus’ time.  Death on the cross 

was the worst kind of death.  It was reserved for the worst of criminals, the 

ones the Romans used to make a statement.   

 Jesus said that the cross is the place of His exaltation.  Jesus 

referred to himself as being ‘lifted up’ on the cross in the same manner 

that the snake was lifted up on the pole.  The cross is the place where we 

lift up our eyes and our hearts toward heaven.  We look upon the cross and 

we see God who gave His only Son for us.  We look up and are reminded 

that Jesus died for us and that we are God’s beloved children through our 

baptisms.   

 So that very thing that torments and frightens—the cross—is the very 

thing that saves.  It is the act of looking up that gets us as humans to 

acknowledge that we are powerless over sin and death.  We are not able to 

save ourselves; we need to look up and be reminded of our God and that it 

is God who saves, not us humans.  The snake on a pole and the cross 

serve to remind humanity that left to our own devices we will fail and 
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fail miserably.  We need the cross, we need to look heavenward and 

get/keep in touch with the God of our salvation.   

 In light of the recent tragic events in our country, there are many who 

are lashing out and it seems that prayer is undergoing a lot of scrutiny 

lately.  The editorial pages of the Fargo Forum have been interesting in this 

respect.  Roxane Salonen, a religion writer for the Forum, had a powerful 

article on prayer, saying that we need to begin with prayer and not simply 

jump into the political sphere to find solutions to the problem of the violence 

we face.   

 This has garnered a strong reaction by folks who say that the time for 

prayer is over, that prayer does nothing and we need action.  They say 

prayer has not been effective in the past, and that it is just pious words to 

make us feel better without effecting any change or action. 

 Is that all prayer really is—pious words that do nothing but make us 

feel better?  In our Tuesday Bible Study time we are just beginning a study 

of Prayer.  We talked last week about Revelation 3:20 and Jesus’ words, 

“Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking.  If you hear my voice and open 

the door, I will come in to you and eat with you and you with me.” Jesus 

teaches us in this verse that “to pray is to let Jesus come into our 
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hearts.”  Prayer is an act of faith.  It comes out of our helplessness and our 

turning to God for help.   

 Prayer prayed in faith leads to something; it brings us to someone 

greater than ourselves.  It opens the door for Jesus to come in to our hearts 

and effect change within us and for the world.  Prayer does work!  It is not 

idle chatter!  Prayer can change our hearts and minds.  The father of one of 

the students killed in Florida said on national TV that he could feel the 

power of prayer giving him energy he never thought he’d have!  He said it 

is real in his life!  Prayer can direct our thoughts to something greater than 

you and me.  Prayer reminds us that WE CANNOT SAVE OURSELVES.  

We certainly cannot solve this climate of violence, hatred, and disrespect 

that we have created for ourselves.  Things are only getting worse.  We 

need to turn to God in our hearts and as a people to help us.  God can and 

will direct us.  God will lead us.  But we have to open that door that Jesus is 

knocking on and let Him in.  We cannot dare to think that we can solve our 

problems.  That is the lie of the Great Deceiver.  We need prayer in earnest 

now because we need to cast our eyes toward heaven and put our faith 

and trust in God.   

 How can we act if we haven’t prayed?  Where do we turn for wisdom, 

insight, and healing?  People of faith believe that God is still active in the 
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world—that God works through us—so our prayers will lead to action—

informed, positive action—not knee-jerk responses made in fear, hatred, or 

anger.   

 Prayer brings our fears, our hopes, our anxieties, and our joys all 

before God.  Those who are clamoring for an end to prayer don’t 

understand prayer.  They don’t understand faith in God.   

 Prayer IS action.  It leads to something more than we can feebly do.  

So, pray, people!  Pray as if the future depends on it—because it does!  As 

Moses lifted up the serpent, and as Jesus was lifted up on the cross, we 

need to fix our thoughts and our vision toward God.   We do not know what 

the end result will be, but I believe that God will direct us to effect the 

change of heart that we are so desperately looking for at this time. 

 AMEN        1297 

  


