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 Listening to the news this past week I was amazed at how much 

things in our world have changed.  I used to marvel at how much life had 

changed in the past 100 years—advances since my parents were born.  

 But the advances continue.  I’ve been a pastor for 34 years already! 

When I started out in my first parish near Cloquet, we had a hand-crank 

mimeograph to run off bulletins, the newsletters, and such.  I was ecstatic 

when someone donated an old AB Dick copy machine.  It used paper from 

a huge roll, had liquid ink, and took up a large part of my tiny office. When I 

was able to buy a used electric typewriter I thought I had really come up in 

the world! My phone hung on the wall, had a round plastic disc with holes in 

it.  We had to put our fingers in the holes and twist the disc to dial a 

number.  We made coffee in urns that held 30 – 100 cups of percolated 

coffee.  We washed up the dishes by hand in the sink and dried them.   

 Worship has changed also.  We had only the traditional style of 

worship with an organ.  Bulletins basically gave out the page numbers in 

the hymnals; it was too much work for a volunteer secretary to type out 

everything on those mimeo sheets.  I thought I was on the cutting edge of 

technology here when we purchased an overhead projector!   
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 Well, enough of that!  I’m starting to feel like a dinosaur!  The point is, 

we have come a long way in just the past 34 years.  With each of the 

technological advances we have enjoyed, and still continue to be amazed 

at, new ethical questions arise.  We are dealing with moral and ethical 

questions that had never entered anyone’s mind even a generation ago.   

 That news report indicated that Barbara Streisand had admitted that 

she had cloned two dogs—for $50K each!  The news people felt that she 

should have gone to a dog pound to get her new pets rather than cloning 

them!  That really hit me.  Cloning wasn’t seen as going against nature and 

God’s activity in Creation.  It was just seen as unnecessary because of all 

the unwanted pets living in shelters.   

 New ethical problems arise all the time.  Our privacy is constantly 

being threatened by the interned hackers.  Sexting pictures are putting our 

young people at risk morally and physically for the rest of their lives.  

Thieves are stealing everything from our medicine to our identities.  Drug 

use is escalating and violence associated with drugs is threatening to get 

out of hand.  There are places along the So. Cal. Border where the govt. 

will not let citizens go because of the danger posed by the drug cartels who 

are ruthlessly murdering of anyone who gets in their way.   
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 Texting and driving is an ethical issue that we never thought of 10 

years ago.  Texting and driving affects the lives of innocent people as much 

as it puts the texters at risk of death.    

 Our huge advancements in technology are truly a gift of God—IF we 

can keep our focus and use those things for the good of all.  When we start 

to become selfish and use them for our own purposes without regard for 

the safety or well-being of others—such as in texting—we fall into the trap 

that was set for Adam and Eve by the serpent in the Garden of Eden.   

 Our age-old human desire and sin is our desire to be like God.  We 

have struggled with this from the Garden on.  We want to be in control.  We 

have an insatiable appetite for more and more—whether it be material 

things or control over others.   

 It is in the midst of this desire for more that the cross looms before us.  

Paul says that for those who feel that there are no limits to where humanity 

can go, the cross and the death of our LORD Jesus Christ is pure 

foolishness.  Will we go so far that we lose sight of God and feel as if 

technology or our own devices will be our savior?  Will we shirk our need 

for the cross?  Will humanity once again be like those who constructed the 

huge Tower of Babel to try to contain God in their world?  What are the 

ramifications of cloning humans should it ever come to that?  Can we clone 
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a person to replace a loved one?  Will our technology take the place of real 

and true relationships?  Will larger portions of humanity feel they no longer 

need God, but can get along without God? 

 This past month we lost a true servant of our Lord in the person of 

Rev. Billy Graham.  Billy Graham was someone who was very adept at 

pointing out our need for God and our need to repent and follow God.  He 

was one of a kind who had a true gift for reaching people and turning their 

lives around.  He will be deeply missed. 

 One of the themes I will remember about Billy Graham is his used of 

this passage from 1 Corinthians.  He talked a lot about the foolishness of 

the cross to those who are perishing.  The cross, for those who believe in 

Christ, is the place where we have been saved.  Jesus took our places on 

the cross and died for our sins, for our fallen and sinful state as humans, 

giving His life that we might find life.  Only in the power of our baptism and 

the daily repentance of contrite children of God will we find solace and 

forgiveness.  Our lust for power, control, knowledge, will leave us empty 

and searching for help.   

 Paul wrote, “God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 

God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.”  We dare never lose 

sight of the cross before us.  We have hard questions and many 
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temptations facing us each day.  We have many in the world around us 

trying to convince us that we do not need anyone but ourselves.  We hear 

about the foolishness of the cross and salvation found in our own selves 

and our technology.   

 Jesus faced off with those who had turned the Temple of God into a 

marketplace.  He was so intense and angry because He realized people 

were using those means of sacrifice and power to control others.  He came 

to purify the Temple and return the worship to God.  He came to save us 

from the things that separate us from God and distance us from God’s love.   

 Our ethical and moral questions will never go away.  We will always 

be challenged by humanity’s desire to be God.  It will be up to us, as 

humble servants of Jesus Christ, to keep ourselves and the world focused 

on the cross and our Savior.  Then the technological advances that come 

our way will be wonderful blessings from a gracious and loving God to 

make our lives and our world a better place.  

 There is an old cartoon where a boy is shown hanging onto a tree 

limb over a steep cliff.  Hanging on for dear life, he calls out,  “Help!”  

Suddenly a voice from the clouds answers, “Let go.”  The boy considers 

this for a moment then answers, “Anybody else up there?” 
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 That is our dilemma.  Human wisdom would have us hang on and 

bank on someone else try to solve our problem.  Only a fool would let go 

and trust the voice.  Yet isn’t that what we’re challenged to do each day—

Let go and let God?   

 We are called to be fools by the world’s standards.  We are called to 

trust in SomeONE and Something we have never seen.  WWe are called to 

take the leap of faith, placing our lives directly in God’s hands, trusting only 

in God for our salvation.  The cross is foolishness to those who cannot do 

this.  But to those who can trust God, it is the power of God for salvation. 

 AMEN                                  1364 

 

  

  


