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 These days with our cell phones and internet access almost 

anywhere, there is very little time when we are ‘out of touch.’   Being in 

Jamaica is for me a time when I’m closest to being ‘out of touch.’ To avoid 

large international phone fees, I leave my phone on ‘airplane mode’ which 

means I cannot make or receive calls or texts.  I end up using the camera 

on the phone and I found out I could use the WI FI when staying at the 

resort.  So, I wasn’t completely out of touch, just partially.   

 Still, we are so used to having a phone with us at all times that when 

it’s unavailable it feels a bit disconcerting.  Life has changed radically since 

the cell phone became popular.  One of my colleagues was leading a 

retreat for some professional people and asked them to put their cell 

phones in a box during his retreat.  He said it was amazing how anxious 

they became to have to give up that tie to the outside world!  

 When I think of a wilderness area, I normally think of someplace like 

a national park or the Boundary Waters Canoe Area.  There we are in 

remote areas that place us on our own so-to-speak.  We are a lot more ‘out 

of touch’ there than we are here, for instance.  
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 The wilderness that Mark is writing about in today’s Gospel is a place 

that is removed from the rest of civilization, a place set apart for Jesus to 

be alone to focus on His mission from God.   

 Mark records Jesus being baptized by John, hearing the blessing of 

God the Father that He was God’s Son, the Beloved.  Right on the heels of 

this extraordinary event the Spirit that came to Jesus in baptism, drove 

Him out into the wilderness.  That’s an interesting verb to use: drove.  The 

Spirit didn’t gently lead Jesus, the Spirit drove Him away to be tested and 

to prepare Himself for the work that He was sent to do.   

 Today, on this first Sunday in the Season of Lent, we are drawn to 

the idea of Jesus in the wilderness.  A huge part of the Lenten season 

centers on this idea of wilderness:  the wilderness of our souls and of our 

lives. Last week we heard the story of the Transfiguration; we learned 

about the Mountain-top experience that Peter, James, and John had with 

Jesus.  Mountain-top experiences are those times when we feel close to 

God or Jesus in a special way.  Sometimes these are called “God 

Moments.”  We may feel God at work in our lives or we may witness God 

working through others.  
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 Today we have left the mountain and ventured into the valley, so-to-

speak.  The wilderness was a place of testing and tempting for Jesus as He 

was driven off the mountain-top experience of His baptism.   

 The wilderness can be an unfriendly place; a place where we can 

exist, but certainly not a place where life is enjoyed or celebrated.  Our own 

wilderness experiences are times in our lives when experience difficult 

situations or when we feel alone.  A wilderness experience can also be a 

time when we feel Satan tempting and testing us to get us to follow him.   

 I would say that as a country we lived through a wilderness 

experience this past week as we had to deal with yet another school 

shooting.  We are shocked and rocked to our core when seemingly safe 

places such as schools become places of tragedy and horror.  There are 

truly no words that can cure the hurt, heal the trauma, and make us feel 

better.  I can’t imagine the horror of parents, teachers, staff, and students 

who are dealing with this mass killing.  We can only pray, but prayer is a 

powerful thing.   

 The power of this season of Lent is our reminder that we have a God 

who has lived in the wilderness.  We have a God who has become one of 

us—who has come down from the mountain and ventured into the valley of 

our sorrow and pain.  As such, we have a God in Jesus who knows what it 
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is like for us—who has not shied away from the worst that society and this 

world can throw at us.  He has not backed down from His encounters with 

Satan but Jesus has overcome them.  He has been tested and has 

suffered pain, humiliation, and yes, even a cruel painful death—for us.   

 Jesus is not out of touch with what it is like for us.  Jesus has not 

“turned His cell phone off” but remains in touch with us and with what it 

means to be human.  Jesus cries with all who suffer, who feel the pain and 

agony, whose hearts are fearful because of the school shooting or any of 

the struggles we face on a daily basis personally and as a group.   

 When events such as this happen, or when other tragedies strike, we 

often hear “Why couldn’t God prevent this? What kind of a God would let 

something like this happen?”   

 Many people, theologians included, have struggled with this and 

concluded that God must not be all-powerful as we have been taught.   

They feel that an all-powerful God would be able to stop these things from 

occurring.  They come to the conclusion that we are really on our own then 

when tragedy strikes.  

 I can’t buy into that way of thinking.  My experience and my faith tell 

me that this is a great deception about what it is to be God.  As He hung on 

that cross suffering and dying, Jesus was tempted by those grisly 
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onlookers to come down from the cross.  They teased Him, “Come down 

from the cross, if you are God!”  Satan tempted Jesus to use His Godly 

powers for His own benefit.  But that wasn’t God’s plan.  God, in Jesus, did 

not take himself off the cross.  God, in Jesus, did not shirk the pain and 

agony that He felt.  Jesus, on the cross, died.  He stretched out His mighty 

arms and died.  FOR YOU and ME.   

 Could God have prevented the mass shooting in Florida?  I don’t 

believe that is the question that is most helpful here.  God can do what God 

has planned, but we do not know God’s plans—they are too lofty for us. 

 What I do believe is that God in Jesus embraces us from the cross.  

Jesus opens His loving, forgiving, caring, strong arms and holds us when 

we are shaken by the tragedies of this world.  Jesus has shown us that we 

have a God who reaches DOWN from the cross to enfold us, heal us, and 

comfort us.  Jesus is weeping with those students and parents, teachers, 

staff, and yes even medical and law enforcement folks.  Jesus walks with 

us in our wilderness moments, in our times of great distress, loneliness, 

hurt, grief, and pain.  He never leaves us, but is with us and carries us 

through. 

 In Jesus, God shows His power in mercy, love, grace, and 

forgiveness.  In Jesus, God has promised New Life and the certainty of 
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eternity in His perfect Kingdom.  Until then we follow His lead and bring 

hope and comfort to others as we share the promise of a future in His 

presence.   

 AMEN       1238 


