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Text: Matthew 21:33-46;Is. 5:1-7;Phil. 3:4b-14  Jim Gronbeck 
Theme:  “We Press On”     Pentecost 18A 
 #928        October 8, 2017 
 
 
 It’s been another rough week for our country.  It seems as if there is 

some kind of a disaster occurring each week lately. But the Mass Shooting 

in Las Vegas, the worst mass shooting in our country’s history, seems to 

have shaken us to the depths of our being.  It’s a horrible, unspeakable, act 

of terror.  It is evil to the core. 

 We pray for the victims of all the recent disasters—from hurricanes, 

floods, and wildfires to evil done at the hands of humans.  In the midst of 

these tragedies what do we do? Where do we turn?  

 I am led to Psalm 130 – turn with me to Psalm 130 in the front part of 

your hymnal.  [The Psalms are numbered as the beginning of our hymns 

and songs, for they are the songs and heart of the people of God.]  Let’s 

read it together.   

 We call upon the Lord to give us strength, to help us find courage, 

and to call us to act together in LOVE for one another.  In the midst of 

these tragedies we must be clear—totally and completely clear—this is 

NOT a punishment from God, nor is it God’s will or part of God’s plan for 

us.  This is evil; plain and simple. 
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 God does expect things from us. That is the part of the LAW that is 

still with us.  God expects that we would treat His vineyard with respect, 

and respect the others who are living and working in the vineyard.  God 

expects that we treat His Son with respect and follow His ways.   

 But sin enters in to the equation.   We are sinful people who do not 

deliver what God expects of us.  We fail and are given the sentence of 

death for our sin.  God, then, calls us to repent, and as the Psalm we read 

and our lessons for today remind us, God is more than willing to forgive. 

 We live in a sinful and broken world; we are a part of both the world 

and the sin.  Humanity has fallen.   Tragedy, such as we witnessed in Las 

Vegas, strikes as a result of the brokenness and sin of the world.  The 

natural disasters that are a part of our world are not brought about because 

God is punishing humanity; if that were the case then we would all fall 

victim to those disasters because we are all sinful. We all deserve 

punishment such as the lessons for today point out.   

 But God is present to work through the tragedies to bring about the 

good that we hear about.  When we hear of people giving their lives to 

protect others, when people risk their lives to rescue those hurt or in 

danger, when we see the good in humanity shining through the darkness of 

the moment, then God is at work.   
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 St. Paul writes to the Philippians of his desire to know Christ and the 

power of His resurrection.  He wants to what it is to follow Christ through 

the ups and the downs of life.  He has known both wealth and poverty; he 

has known triumph and tragedy.  And through all that he experiences in life, 

Paul’s desire is that he grows closer to Christ and the power of Christ’s 

forgiving love.  He wants to share in the sufferings and death of Christ so 

that he will share in the joy of the Resurrection and the life of a Christian. 

 So Paul writes: “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”  The words, “I press on…” are the 

words that we need to hear today.  Press on toward the goal of knowing 

Christ better and more deeply; press on toward the goal of sharing Christ’s 

love and grace with others;  press on toward fulfilling the goals and mission 

that we have set before us here at Zion.  Press on to fulfill our mission 

statement of serving and witnessing in Jesus’ name.  Press on to do the 

work Christ has called us to do.  We ask what we can do to turn back this 

tide of violence and evil in the world around us, and the answer is to “Press 

on.”  Keep on being a witness of the love of Christ to the people in the 

world around you.   

 Have you seen the bags of coats and clothes that are filling up a 

corner of the narthex?  These are being collected for Humble Walk Church 
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and Pastor Jodi Houge’s ministry in St. Paul.  Jodi will be here to preach for 

the WELCA Thank Offering Service next Sunday.  We are responding to 

the love and grace of God as we share our abundance with others.  Today 

is Stewardship Sunday, the day we commit ourselves to ministry in this 

church and throughout the world around us.  We remember that 

Stewardship is not simply giving money to the church—in fact that’s NOT 

what stewardship is all about.  Stewardship is about responding to Christ’s 

grace and mercy; it is about doing something positive in the world where 

we hear so much negative; it is about ministry.  Stewardship is about 

sharing our blessings with others:  not just our immediate neighbors, but 

our neighbors in St. Paul, in Houston, TX, in Florida, in Puerto Rico, in Las 

Vegas, in Jamaica, in the Philippines, and wherever people are in need.   

 There is so much this congregation does--and can do—to Press On 

in the work of the Gospel!  There is a world that desperately needs to hear 

about God’s love and to know Christ Jesus as their Lord and Savior.   

 This Stewardship Sunday we can remember the tragedies in the 

world around us, and cry out to God for help, but we can also be reminded 

that God has blessed us to be a blessing to others.  We fulfill the mission 

statement “to serve and witness in Jesus’ Name,” and our Vision Statement 

to be a place where all people will experience a vibrant lifelong journey in 
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faith…” as we “Press On” to do the ministry God in Christ has called us to 

do.   

 “Press On” in Christ to be people who share His love in all areas of 

life.  Your generosity and love is very apparent in so many ways.  Thank 

you for the blessing that you are and can be to the world around us. 

 AMEN        1083 


