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 One of the most common things when a new baby is born is to try to 

match it up with a parent.  Who does the child look like?  What 

characteristics have been passed on from parents and grandparents to this 

child?  This past week at a volleyball game, Julie and I ran into a young 

couple with a new baby.  We both looked at the cute little baby and agreed 

he looks incredibly like his dad!!  His poor mom says she hears it all the 

time!   In our modern, mobile society where it is rare for families of three 

generations to live in the same area, we may not notice as much of the 

family characteristics passed down from one generation to the next.  

Although, when go back to Henning, I can usually pick out many of the 

children of the people I had grown up with.  Facial features, gestures, even 

voice similarities, gave away family traits and lineages.  And even here with 

the influx of new residents, when parents come to visit their children or 

children come to visit their parents who have moved to the lakes, it is 

sometimes quite easy to put families together.   

 Taking this one step further, these ‘family traits’ that exist superficially 

also exist within us.  We are all products of our environments—who we are 

as people is due in large part to who has raised us and how they have 
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raised us.  Early on in marriage, and as we began raising children, I found 

myself reacting to certain situations the way my dad would have reacted.  It 

caught me off-guard at first.  Julie and I had to sort through those reactions 

to discover who we were as a couple, how we were to interact with each 

other, and how we were going to raise our children.  Society has also seen 

how negative things such as abusive traits and tendencies are passed on 

from generation to generation.  Cycles of violence that are passed on need 

to be broken.   

 So when the prophet Ezekiel is talking about ‘sour grapes’ here, I 

understand him talking about how the actions of the parents are passed on 

to the children, and how the children face the consequences of the actions 

of the parents.  “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 

teeth are set on edge.”   

 But God speaks to Ezekiel and tells him that he can no longer use 

this phrase in Israel.  God fears that the phrase has become an excuse for 

people continuing to live in the sins of the past.  God declares through 

Ezekiel that every person is accountable to God for their actions.  They 

cannot blame their actions on previous generations and escape 

punishment for their sins.   
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 Jesus continues this theme as He speaks to the religious leaders in 

the temple.  They were questioning Jesus’ authority—driving out the money 

changers in the temple, healing the sick, casting out demons, forgiving 

sins.  Jesus caught them in their own attempts to entrap Him when He 

asked them about John the Baptist’s authority.  He then went on to warn 

them that unless they repent and change the ways they do the work of 

God, those regarded as terrible sinners will in fact enter the Kingdom of 

God ahead of those religious leaders.   

 These difficult lessons, even though they hold sinners accountable for 

their actions, bring with them a message of grace.  ‘Grace’ is the 

undeserved love and forgiveness of God in Jesus Christ.  [Using the letters 

in the word grace, you can remember the meaning by thinking “God’s 

Riches At Christ’s Expense.”]  God is calling people to repent from their 

sins—to accept responsibility for their actions, the ways they let God down, 

the hurtful things they say and do—and then to change.  Ezekiel and Jesus 

are also calling us to look inside ourselves to see in our own sinfulness the 

hurt and pain we cause God and others, and break the cycle.   

 As the old saying goes, “actions speak louder than words.”  This is 

played out in the parable Jesus tells.   
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 The illustration Jesus uses about the two sons is about repentance 

and change.  The first son realized that he had done wrong by his father 

and he repented—he changed his mind and went to the field to work.  The 

‘grace’ in these stories comes with the realization of sin and the 

repentance.  God is always waiting for us to turn from our sins to receive 

the love and forgiveness He is so anxious to give.   

 God has given us freedom to respond to His call to serve Him and 

our neighbors.  God has given us the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

respond in love with repentance when we, like the first son, say our ‘no’ to 

Christ.  God, in showing both power and love, gave us the ability to obey or 

not obey.  We can follow God’s call to serve with our lips, our actions, and 

our whole heart.  To not give us this option would not have shown us a 

loving, caring, God—but rather a dictator-type God wanting only to drive us 

into submission and hold us there. 

 We have been called to be followers—followers of the One who has 

willingly laid down His life for us and has promised us the Kingdom of God.  

To answer His call on Sunday with our ‘yes’ and have no intention of 

following through would be like the 2nd son’s response to his father.  Jesus, 

however, knows our sinful side and lovingly calls us to follow—accepting 

and forgiving our faults and failures.  Our response to His great gift of grace 
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is to throw ourselves at His feet and ask for His forgiveness, trusting in His 

mercy, and asking for His Holy Spirit’s guidance in changing our lives.  

Even if we have at one time said our ‘no’ to Jesus in various ways, there is 

always the opportunity to repent and follow Him.   

 Christ’s power is found in His love.  It is found on the cross, where He 

emptied Himself of His almighty power, to die for us.  His power is found in 

His never-ending forgiveness of our sins, and in His complete acceptance 

of us as sinful people.  Christ’s power is manifest in the times when we, in 

our attempts to follow, fall flat on our faces and fail Him miserably.  It is His 

love that reaches out to us from the cross to restore and renew us each 

day.  Let us rest in His love, and answer His call to turn from our sins and 

find the abundant life in Him. 

 AMEN       1126 

   

    

 


