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 It is said that America loves an underdog.  In most of the competitions 

or races, underdogs hold a special place in our hearts.  We want to see the 

underdog achieve, do well, or win (except when they are going against a 

team we are rooting for!).  For me, a lifelong Twins fan, the 1991 Twins 

were a great example of this.  The year before, both the Twins and the 

Atlanta Braves were last in their respective divisions.  Then the next year 

they met in the World Series.  It was a series that went the full 7 games and 

was won by the Twins in the 10th inning of the 7th game!  Jack Morris 

pitched a complete game and it was an incredible 1-0 finish!  I still think it 

was one of the best World Series’ in recent history. 

 If this underdog concept works in our secular life, does it work in 

relation to our faith and salvation?  Do we pull for the religious underdogs?  

OR, maybe we need to ask, who ARE the religious underdogs? 

 Jesus tells a parable about the underdogs in our Gospel today.  It’s 

about the “Laborers in the Vineyard.”  The owner of the vineyard went to 

the market where the day laborers gathered, waiting to be hired for the 

day’s work.  He hired a group early in the morning, agreed on the common 

day’s wage, a denarius, and sent them out into the field to harvest his crop.  
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Then, at several other times during the day, the owner went to the 

marketplace and hired more workers until the last hour of the day, when he 

hired some more workers.   

 The time came to pay the workers, and they went in reverse order of 

how they were hired.  When the first workers saw the denarius given to the 

workers who were there only an hour, they started to salivate thinking they 

were really going to get a lot more than anticipated.  But to their chagrin, 

they were paid the same as all the others ahead of them.  They were 

outraged and confronted the owner with this obvious injustice.  The owner 

reminded them that they were paid exactly what they had agreed on in the 

beginning. The owner didn’t owe them any more than they received.   

 If we Americans are true-to-form, this should be our kind of parable, 

shouldn’t it?  The underdogs are paid generously and become equal to the 

others.  For whatever reasons, the ones hired last now had adequate 

resources to buy food for their families.  It’s a parable that should give us a 

good feeling, right?  Except that in the end, the underdogs become the 

ones who were hired first, don’t they?  Don’t you feel a bit of frustration for 

the ones who worked all day in the heat, only to get paid the same as the 

last ones hired?   
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  So after hearing this parable and letting it sink in, it’s hard to know 

who to root for—it’s hard to know who the underdog truly is isn’t it?  Jesus’ 

parables were not intended to leave the hearers with a good feeling.  

Instead, they were meant to stir things up and strike a raw nerve with those 

who were feeling comfortable with themselves.   

 So where does that leave US?  This is a similar parable to the one 

Luke tells about the Prodigal Son.  There seemingly is something wrong 

with the way things end up.  Isn’t this where our notions of fairness and 

unfairness get tossed into the air?  What ends up is the concept Jesus 

explains, “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”   

 Wow, that’s really a challenge!  In the Kingdom of God, there are no 

favorites.  The problem here is that we are like those first hired, so this 

seems terribly unjust.  When I think of things on their terms, I realize that 

there is nothing more aggravating than someone who doesn’t pull their 

weight on a job, or project we are supposed to do together.  Or, if you get 

paid by the hour, having someone sluff-off while you are working hard is 

frustrating.  The sluff-off will get paid as much as you, and yet the person 

doesn’t do as much. 
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 When this happens we begin to harbor envy for the one who isn’t 

carrying their share of the load—whatever that may be.  Resentment builds 

because of the inequality in the situation. 

 In terms of our faith as Christians, most of us will identify with the 

workers who were hired first.  We have been living the Christian life and 

doing our best to honor God.  When someone leaves the faith and lives a 

life contrary to what we try to live, it can be difficult to see the generosity in 

God’s grace sometimes.  Sure, we are happy when someone comes back 

to faith, or repents from a life of crime, or turns to faith later on in life, but 

sometimes there is a prick of envy that shows up.  

 When a murderer on death row or someone in prison for a serious 

crime becomes a Christian, it can be hard to believe.  Is it just for show, or 

for sympathy?  We don’t know—only God and the person know for sure.  

Maybe we run into problems understanding this because our country 

doesn’t work the way God works.  We believe in hard work and earning 

your way through life.  The basic economic theory is “there are no free 

lunches.”  This means that whatever we get we have to pay for and earn.   

 So when we hear of folks not doing their fair share we get upset.  But 

this parable is not about how WE see things.  This is about how GOD acts 

in the world toward us and toward others.  God’s justice is not based on 
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works righteousness or earning our way to heaven.  God sees all who 

believe in Jesus as His children.  In Isaiah 55 God reminds us, “My 

thoughts are not your thoughts, and my ways are not your ways.” We do 

not have the capacity to think like God, we cannot be fair in all things like 

God, and our sense of justice is not God’s sense of justice.   

 This parable Jesus told reminds us that God sees things differently 

than we see them.  The challenge for us is to look at life and others through 

the lens of the Bible and to see that the gift of grace that we have been 

given is a free gift. This grace is extended to any and all who come to faith 

and trust in Jesus Christ.  The grace we have been given we have not 

earned. It is all freely given us through the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.   

 Here Jesus challenges us to share our faith story with others and to 

live by the grace that we have been given. He challenges us to give of 

ourselves to help others.  He calls us to love one another as He loves.  We 

are all underdogs because of sin, and we are all made righteous in Christ.   

 AMEN       1197 

 

 


