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 What does it take to bring people together—to be unified to work 

together?  A common cause; a goal; or sadly, a tragedy are some of the 

reasons people come together to support or help one another.  It could be 

for a common goal of raising money to help someone in need, or to raise 

funds for a project that is important to people.   

 It seems that hurricanes and other natural disasters can bring our 

national leaders together to work for the common good, when other things 

have failed to unite them.  Often this is only for a short while.  It seems that 

it takes something like a shooting, a terror attack, a threat from another 

country, or some other drastic situation to get our splintered country to act 

united.   

 On a local level this may be true to some extent, but generally we 

tend to look out for our immediate neighbors’ needs with support and 

kindness.  Supporting our friends and neighbors here and abroad is an 

important part of our faith and our calling as Christians.  It can be 

challenging to us to look to the good of others, but when we take the time 

to understand and empathize with someone our compassionate nature 

seems to shine through.   
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 Many things seem to be challenging us at this time:  hurricanes, 

intolerance for others, militarism and threats from abroad, hatred or ill-will 

toward others, past hurts or negative feelings, health concerns, family 

struggles, all seem to be calling us to come together to act for the good of 

all.   

 In our Tuesday morning study we are studying Luther’s Small 

Catechism.  We are just starting our study of the Ten Commandments and 

Luther’s understanding of what they mean for us.  St. Paul today reminds 

us that the Commandments are still in effect, even after the Resurrection.  

Paul says that the key to understanding and keeping the Commandments 

is Jesus’ command to love one another.  Loving others as we love 

ourselves is a key factor in our relationship with Jesus.  In loving others this 

way we see their needs and their desires as equal with our own needs and 

desires.  This is really a huge challenge for sinful people!  We naturally look 

to ourselves first.  We think of others after we have been satisfied.  It is a 

common part of our sinful human state.  St. Paul says it is time for us to 

wake up and take notice of what is going on around us.  Time passes 

quickly and the needs of others are important as well as our own needs.   

 Today [at our 10:00 service] we share in the baptism of Mason 

Michael Tichy.  We remember that God has chosen us, called us His own, 
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and has redeemed us from sin and death, by uniting us with the death and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  In the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

we see how much God’s love for us changes things.  We have the supreme 

example of Jesus’ love as He welcomes sinful human beings into His 

amazing Kingdom.  We see how our being adopted into the Family of 

Jesus Christ has given us new life and has united us with Christ and all the 

baptized.  We know by faith that little Mason has died the death to sin that 

Christ died, and in the water of baptism has been raised to live with Christ 

forever.   

 When someone loves you, they show their love through their actions, 

reminding you by what they do that you are loved.  It may be with a gift or a 

card on special occasions such as:   birthdays, wedding anniversaries, or 

Valentine’s Day.  You also need to hear that you are loved.  Having 

someone express their love for you by saying, “I love you,” is an important 

part of your relationship.  We all need to hear that we are loved and 

accepted for who we are, without having to try to be someone we are not.   

 Hearing the Word of God in our lessons and through the sermons 

each Sunday reminds us of God’s love.  We hear how God has chosen us 

as His own; we hear how Jesus loves us and learn how we are best to live 

as His children.  The Word of God is the power behind the sacraments of 
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Holy Communion and Holy Baptism.  “Water by itself is just water,” and “it’s 

not the eating and drinking that brings us forgiveness of sins” says Martin 

Luther.  Rather, it is the Word of God along with the water, the bread, and 

the wine, that gives life and power to these everyday elements.  The Word 

of God in the Bible is the power of God, the love of God and the 

forgiveness of God, all wrapped-up in Jesus.   Its life-giving power is 

paramount.   

 Both the Second Reading and the Gospel teach us about God’s love 

and forgiveness as a type of “Code of Conduct” for us as Christians.  We 

are called to love; not only in times of disaster, hardship, or trouble, but 

always.  This is difficult for humans to do.  Jesus teaches us that we are to 

work together and when we have problems we are to work together to 

solve them.   

 There is a neat story about forgiving those who have hurt you.  It’s 

called “Leaking Sins,” and is part of a collection by William White.   

 One of the men in a certain community committed a serious sin.  The 

council called a meeting and requested the Teacher to attend.  When he 

refused to come they sent a delegation telling him the matter was most 

urgent.  “Since you insist,” he said, “I will come in about 30 minutes.”   
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 When he arrived at the meeting of the council, the Teacher entered 

the room carrying a leading jug on his back, filled with water.  The 

members of the council asked, “Teacher, what is this?” 

 “All day long,” the Teacher replied, “my sins run out behind me and I 

am unaware of them.  Yet despite my blindness to my own sin, today I am 

asked to judge the error of another.” 

 When they heard the words of the Teacher they forgave the man who 

had sinned and said no more.  (Stories for the Journey) 

 Sometimes we get carried away with our own ideas of right and 

wrong and we forget to look at ourselves and see our own sin.  We think 

we are right and we don’t take time to listen to others’ ideas and beliefs.  I 

am no different.  It can be difficult to see both sides of an issue, to take time 

to understand someone else’s perspective, or feel the hurt and pain that 

others are feeling.  When we take time to seek out those who have hurt us 

and when we listen for understanding when we have hurt someone else, 

then we understand the call to love one another.   

 We are called to ‘Put on Christ,’ to clothe ourselves in the love and 

forgiveness that has been shown us by our Lord and Savior.  Love is the 

fulfilling of the Law. 

 AMEN       1190 
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