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 Last Sunday we heard Peter’s bold confession of faith in Jesus as the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God.  It was a glorious moment for the 

disciples and Jesus alike.  Peter was commended by Jesus who said that 

upon Peter’s confession, the Church will be founded.  We know that in our 

baptisms the Holy Spirit comes upon us and nurtures our faith through the 

witness of many faithful persons until we make that confession of faith 

ourselves.   

 Today’s Gospel follows right on the heels of Peter’s bold confession.  

This is where the ‘rubber hits the road,’ so-to-speak, in terms of Jesus’ 

work with the disciples.  Following the confession Jesus began to teach the 

disciples and show them many things about His ministry.  It was not an 

easy time for them.  Imagine how they felt when, upon realizing that the 

Son of the Living God was walking with them, He started telling them of His 

impending suffering and death.   

 This kind of talk goes against everything human inside us.  Finally the 

Messiah had come to free Israel from the grips of its oppressors and 

restore its glory as a nation.  Now this Messiah was teaching them that the 
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religious leaders would be the very ones who would put Him to death.  

Confusion reigned supreme among the disciples.   

 Peter, once again took the lead and rose to Jesus’ defense.  He 

would see to it that nothing of sort would happen to Jesus.  Could you 

imagine how Peter felt when Jesus told him to get out of the way, for he 

was acting as a stumbling block to God’s plan of salvation? Peter’s 

misunderstanding represents a way Satan would work to block Jesus from 

the way of obedience, the way of the cross.  Jesus needed Peter on board 

with His plan, not Peter’s ideas, and so Jesus commanded Peter: “Get 

behind me!”  Jesus needed Peter on His side, and would gain Peter as a 

follower once again.  It was Peter thinking selfishly, and only in human 

terms, of what he wanted for a Messiah, and not Peter following Jesus and 

God’s plan of salvation.   

 That’s a pretty common human thing to do, isn’t it!?  We may get an 

idea of what we think is best for the church, or ourselves, or someone 

else, and go charging ahead without stopping to check and see what God 

really has in mind.   

 I’m reminded of a story I read, told by John Trotti of Union Seminary 

in Virginia.  He related an old mountain story in which an elderly man is 

fishing on the bank of a pond.  A little boy suddenly jumps into the pond 
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and panics.  The little boy thrashes about in the water, crying out, “Help 

me! Help me!” The old man continues to sit on the bank and watch his 

fishing line bob up and down, undisturbed.  

 The little boy continues to cry out, “Help me!”  

 Finally, the old man says, “Boy, put your feet down.” 

 The pond was only about three feet deep.  The little boy does, 

touches the bottom, and easily walks to the shore. 

 Peter was a bit like that boy who panicked.  He heard Jesus talk 

about His suffering and death, and jumped in without stopping to think 

about what he was really saying.  We’re like that too, when we don’t take 

time to listen to God in prayer, asking God to lead and direct our decisions 

and actions.   

 In Peter’s defense, little could be more self-defeating and foolish than 

taking up a cross.  The cross was a cruel instrument of torture, humiliation, 

and death.  It was, in those days, a sign of defeat not victory.  Once again, 

Jesus turns the world upside down making the cross the point of victory for 

all who will follow Him.  The cross is where Jesus turns the tables on the 

devil, sin, and death.  The devil initially saw the cross as his victory, but 

later realized the victory belonged to God.  The cross is, from God’s point 
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of view, where true life is found and the way that we see the ‘Son of Man 

coming in His Kingdom.’    

 And so Jesus calls all who would follow Him to take up the cross and 

follow Him.  He calls us to go against what our common perceptions of 

success and glory are all about.  He says, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves, take up their cross and follow me.  For 

those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 

my sake will find it.” 

 In the wake of the devastating Hurricane Harvey, people are asking, 

“What can we do to help the victims?”  What can we do to provide aid to 

the people who have lost their homes and everything else in the storms 

and the flooding?   

 Bishop Wohlrabe has an excellent article in the newsletter “Northern 

Lights” on the NW Synod website.  He lists three things that we should 

do at this time:  First, pray for the victims, the first responders the govt. 

officials, and the non-profit relief agencies.  This may sound like a ‘no-

brainer’ or not really doing much of anything, but that is really neglecting 

the power of prayer.  Prayer is always important, we can never pray too 

much, and the people directly involved in the situation need our prayers for 

strength, stamina, patience, compassion, and wisdom.   
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 Second, Bishop Wohlrabe writes that our financial contributions are 

vitally important.  We should be helping out with our financial contributions 

to reputable relief agencies such as Lutheran Disaster Response, the 

American Red Cross, and the Salvation Army.  If you choose to do this 

through Lutheran Disaster Response, you can make out a check to Zion 

and write “Hurricane Response” on the memo line.  You can also send 

directly to the ELCA with the forms on the table in the narthex.  Our 

church’s disaster response is excellent, has a proven track record of getting 

the money to the right places, and will make good use of your money.  

Beware of other places to give, they may not get the money to the right 

places.  Bishop Wohlrabe also writes that we should NOT start collecting 

cleaning supplies, tools, clothing, quilts, etc that would have to be shipped 

down there.  They would have to be stored until needed, and there isn’t 

much storage space available.  Money is much better.  It can also be used 

to stimulate the local economy in the disaster area when supplies are 

purchased down there.  

 Third, he says to ‘resist the urge to gather up a group of volunteers 

and go down there.’  It will be better to wait until the time is right and the 

disaster area can receive your gift of presence and help. 
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 I guess the best advice is to resist the urge to act impulsively with our 

response, but to share whatever gifts of money we can to help the victims.  

There will be time later on when we can offer our physical services.  Pray 

for them, and send your monetary gifts at this time.   

 Helping the victims of the hurricane is taking up our crosses.  It is 

getting involved and making a positive impact on a terrible situation.  As 

Jesus has said, any time we bring even a cup of cold water to someone in 

need, we are following our Lord’s call to take up our cross.   

 And also, sometimes in our lives when we are at the end of our rope, 

when we have hit bottom, it is there that we truly experience the real 

presence of Christ, the genuine grace of God. It is then that we feel our 

Lord reaching out to us from the cross.  From the cross is where Jesus 

meets us—in our times of greatest need—and His love reaches us and 

enfolds us.  We bear that same cross to others when we reach out to them 

in love no matter when, where, or how we are called to serve.   

 AMEN        1349 

 


