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 The Parable of the Sower is an interesting parallel with the spread of 

the Gospel.  Spreading the Word of God from Jerusalem to the ends of the 

earth is an overwhelming task.  It can sure seem overwhelming when one 

looks at the enormity of the task, the difficulty of even getting people to talk 

about Jesus and His love for us, along with the modern thought that we 

don’t want to impose our faith on people of other religions.   

 As a farmer, sowing seeds by hand in a large field could seem like an 

impossible task.  Looking at the huge fields we have these days, and the 

modern technology used to do everything from tilling the land to planting 

and harvesting, this parable must seem impractical—even comical—to the 

modern day farmers! 

 There is another story that takes place in the early days of our 

country that reminds me of the connection of the seeds with the spread of 

the Word of God.  It also shows the enormity of the task of spreading the 

Word of God and how just one person can make a huge impact.  You all 

know the story, or at least you have heard it when you were young.  It’s the 

story of John Chapman, who was born in 1774 in Massachusetts.  We 

don’t know much about his early life, but he apparently was well educated.  
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By the age of 25 he had become a nursery man and had planted many 

apple trees in the western portions of New York and Pennsylvania.  Some 

of the orchards in those areas are said to have originated from his apple 

trees.     

 When the rich, fertile lands lying south of the Great Lakes and west of 

the Ohio river were opened for settlement in the early 1800’s John 

Chapman was among the very first to explore the new territory.  This is the 

area comprising the states of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois today.  

For nearly half a century the man who became known as Johnny 

Appleseed roamed this territory.  When settlers arrived in the land, they 

found his apple trees ready for sale.   

 His manner of operation was simple.  He went into the wilderness 

with a bag of apple seeds on his back until he found a likely spot for 

planting.  There he would clear the land by chopping out weeds and brush 

by hand.  Then he planted his apple seeds in neat rows and built a brush 

fence around the area to keep out the straying animals.  His nurseries 

varied in size from one acre to many acres.   

 He did all the work himself, living alone for weeks at a time with only 

the Indians and wild animals for company.  He became a friend to Indians 

and animals alike, and settlers readily welcomed him into their homes.    
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 John Chapman was a deeply religious Christian man as well as a 

practical businessman.    Somewhere, somehow, he had caught a vision of 

the wilderness blossoming with apple trees, orchard after orchard of 

carefully nurtured trees, giving a promise of a fruitful harvest for the new 

settlers who arrived in the territory.  He endured the hardships of the 

wilderness life as he worked to make his dream come true.   

Johnny Appleseed sold his trees for a few pennies each, accepting 

any of the coins that were current on the frontier.  From those who had no 

cash, he accepted the promise to pay at a later time.  He would even 

accept used clothing as payment, and as he was a small man, his bartered 

clothing usually fit him poorly.  This led to some of the humorous 

descriptions of his appearance in those early years.   

He preferred to walk throughout the frontier, carrying his precious 

apple seeds and the simplest of camping gear on his back.  He would 

return each fall to the apple orchards in western Pennsylvania to retrieve 

the seeds that were discarded from the cider presses.  He washed them 

carefully and packed them in bags for planting in the spring.   

There is no way to estimate how many millions of seeds Johnny 

Appleseed planted in the hundreds of nurseries he created in the new 



4 

 

territory between the Great Lakes, the Ohio and the Mississippi rivers.  This 

was his gift and service to humanity.   

He never married, but he loved to be with people.  He was a 

welcomed guest at every cabin he happened by.  It is said that following a 

simple meal, Johnny Appleseed would tell stories to the settlers, or read to 

them from the Bible he carried with him.   

He had been living near Fort Wayne, IN when he got word that some 

cattle had broken through a brush fence around an orchard some 20 miles 

away.  It was a raw spring day, and on his return trip he came down with a 

disease known as ‘winter plague.’  He died March 18, 1845. 

Johnny Appleseed was an example of someone who took up the 

cause of planting the seeds of hope and faith as he attended to his vision of 

apple orchards on the new frontier.  He has become a part of American 

folklore, yet his dream and commitment are a great witness.  

Seeds, whether they are trees, vegetables, or seeds of faith, first of 

all need to be planted.  As the story of Johnny Appleseed reminds us, we 

plant one seed at a time and wait for God, through the Holy Spirit, to bring 

about the growth.  The Parable of the Sower teaches us about the faith of 

the one who scatters the seed, and the extravagance of the amount of 

seed that is scattered.   
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But sometimes a seed that is planted seemingly will not grow.  

Sometimes, if the soil is too cool, it may be a long time before it 

germinates.  If the soil is too wet, the seed may rot before it can grow.  If it 

is too dry, the seed may lie dormant until it receives the proper moisture.  I 

read about a seed was discovered with a dinosaur fossil.  The seed was 

soaked in water, and low and behold, the seed began growing!  No one 

really knows how many million years old it could be, but it started growing 

following the nurturing care of the water!   

Within the church and the people of God, the same thing happens 

with the seeds of faith, and the working of the Holy Spirit.  We can pray for 

faith to grow in someone for years before it finally happens.  It may take a 

life-changing event—either catastrophic or joyful—to bring about the proper 

nourishment for the seed of faith to sprout and grow.  Other times, seeds of 

ideas are planted and come to fruition years later.  Programs such as 

Stephen Ministry began as ideas that came to fruition years later.  I have to 

believe that someone, sometime, planted a seed in LaVerne and it was 

nurtured into a lifetime of faithful service to the Lord as our church organist.  

And there’s a faithful pastor who planted a seed and nourished it within me 

and a number of others to become pastors. 
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God works through each of us in different ways, and in ways we 

might not understand or realize, to plant seeds of hope and faith in people.  

I’m sure that when you think back on your life, or when you think about 

someone you know, you can see how a seed planted much earlier can still 

bear the fruit of faith.   

The challenge for us is to plant the seeds.  We have to catch the 

vision that Christ gave us of a world knowing and worshipping Him.  

When we understand His love for us and the overwhelming grace Jesus 

has shown us, it is a natural response to plant or nurture seeds of faith in 

lives around us.  

 God Bless you in your work as sowers of the seeds of faith!  

Remember always, that it is with the guidance of the Holy Spirit that growth 

takes place.  We can plant; we can nurture; but it is up to the Holy Spirit to 

take it from there. 

AMEN!        1369 

 

 

 

 


