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 Our funeral service begins with this statement:  “When we were 

baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into His death.  We were buried 

therefore with Him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we to might live a new life. For if we 

have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united 

with Him in a resurrection like His.”   

 Does this sound familiar?  I hope so!  This was read as part of our 

Second Lesson this morning.  This is the bold proclamation at the time of 

our deaths that reminds us that our salvation does not depend on us.  

When we reach the end of our human life, our hope lies not in our 

accomplishments, but in Christ Jesus alone.  We talk of the waters of 

baptism as the point in which we are “buried with Christ.”  In our baptism 

we die the death to our Old Adam—the sin we have been born into—and 

we are raised, resurrected, with Christ Jesus to our new life.  We still sin, 

and we are still sinful people, but we have been adopted into the family of 

Christ and are made heirs to the Promise of eternal life with our Father in 

Heaven.  As God’s children we are forgiven and loved beyond our human 

understanding.   



2 
 

 In our Gospel, Jesus says that there is nothing that goes on without 

our Heavenly Father’s knowledge.  God is deeply concerned with the lives 

of His children, and we know that when we bring our thoughts and feelings, 

our cares, problems, and fears to God in prayer that they are heard.  God 

hears our prayers and knows our thoughts.  Jesus says that God knows 

when every little sparrow falls to the earth, and God knows the number of 

hairs on our heads.  God knows our thoughts, our actions, and what we say 

to and about others.  The amazing thing is that God still loves us in spite of 

all our faults and failures!   

 St. Paul expounds on this feeling and on the wondrous love and 

forgiveness of God.  Paul had just concluded talking about the sin that we 

all are born into and live in as a result of the Fall of Humanity in the Garden 

of Eden. He goes on to write that as a result of our sins we are condemned. 

But that is not the end of the story for us because of the suffering and death 

of Jesus.  Paul proclaims that in Jesus we have been justified—made 

righteous and holy in God’s eyes.  If we are made righteous before God, 

then are we to keep on sinning so that God’s grace will just grow and 

grow?   No!, he says.   

 Paul reminds us of the infinite love of God in Christ by reminding us 

of the power of Baptism.  All who are baptized are baptized into the death 
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and resurrection of Jesus our Savior.  That is what is emphasized in our 

funeral service.  This reminder gives us hope and reminds us of the great 

love of God our Father.   

 Each time we baptize an infant it is a great reminder of the power of 

Christ over sin and death.  We are reminded of the free gift of grace that is 

given in baptism.  The tiny infants are not able to speak for themselves.  

They rely on their parents for everything from food and clothing, to love and 

nurture.  They can do nothing on their own; they are completely dependent 

on their parents.   

 A tiny child can neither accept nor reject God.  This reminds us of our 

relationship with God.  We depend on God to provide everything we need 

to survive and thrive physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  It is truly God’s 

activity in baptism, there is nothing that we bring to the table.  God has 

given us all things and has promised us eternal life in Jesus Christ.  God 

accepts us as we are, not as we feel we should be, or as others feel we 

should be.  God accepts and loves us as we are. 

 Baptism is the beginning of our life in Christ and our life as a child of 

God.  God is present with us from the beginning and gives us the gift of 

faith, the power and presence of the Holy Spirit of God, and God promises 
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that He will never leave us.  There is nothing we have done or ever could 

do that would cause God to stop loving us.   

 The late John Ylvisaker, who wrote the song, “Borning Cry” reminds 

of God’s presence throughout our lives.  The last verse of the song always 

chokes me up:  “When the evening gently closes in, and you shut your 

weary eyes, I’ll be there as I have always been, with just one more 

surprise!” 

 That surprise is shared with us in Paul’s beautiful proclamation today:  

“For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly 

be united with Him in a resurrection like His.”  God is with us from the 

beginning of life—from the time of our conception—to the end of our earthly 

existence. And the end is not really the end at all—because it holds for 

believers ‘the Great Surprise!’ 

 And so, Paul writes that we do not continue to sin so that grace may 

abound.  Instead, Paul shows us that the life of the redeemed Christian is 

to be lived in the joy of the resurrection.  We joyfully live as Christ calls us 

to live, because we do not live to prove our worth to God.  God knows us 

intimately, better than we know ourselves, and God loves us for who we 

are because we are His.  We are God’s children, claimed by God, and our 
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response is to live giving our lives in service to this amazingly generous 

and loving God.  

 Rejoice, Christians, for you are called and chosen, redeemed and 

forgiven, by the grace and love of Jesus Christ! 

 AMEN        1026 


