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 Today’s Gospel is known as “The Great Commission.”  These are the 

final words of Jesus recorded in Matthew’s Gospel.  This is the hallmark of 

the Christian witness to the world, the impetus for mission and ministry 

here and abroad.   

 But what exactly is a ‘commission?’   

 Salespersons quite often get a commission—a percentage of the 

amount they have sold; 

 The military has a term ‘commissioned officer’ and a ship is 

commissioned to active duty; 

 A thief may get caught while in the commission of a crime; 

 When a vending machine quits working we may say that it’s ‘out of 

commission; 

 If you want an artist to paint a special scene or portrait, you would 

‘commission’ them to do the piece.   

So what is the “Great Commission” all about?  Did Jesus gather His 

disciples one last time in order to make them officers? Did he offer them 



2 
 

incentives for any converts they made?  Did he want them to make a 

portrait of Him before he ascended? 

 The basic meaning of ‘commission’ is a granting of authority.  

Jesus told the disciples when He had them all together (except for Judas): 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  No creature is 

beyond Jesus’ care, beneath His notice, or past His reaching or knowing.  

Jesus is the One through whom God has acted to save His creation and to 

bring His rule to bear on the world.   

 From the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel, the authority of Jesus has 

been the focus of his writing.  Matthew has been setting up and outlining 

the authority that Jesus has as the Son of Man.  Now, at the end of the 

story, after the miracles, the teachings, the crucifixion, and the resurrection, 

Jesus’ authority is fully established.   Jesus is the King of the Universe, the 

One in whom God has made the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world.   

 With His authority firmly established, it is now time for Jesus to pass 

the authority for doing ministry in His name, on to the church.    

 Jesus’ Great Commission is very short.  Yet, it has become the 

marching orders for all Christianity.  When you drive through the 

countryside, you invariably come upon a country church somewhere along 

the way.  When you drive through our cities, as well as our small towns, 
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churches seem to be located every few blocks.  They may be large or 

small, but scattered throughout the countryside and conspicuously placed 

in a city are the results of The Great Commission.  There are Christian 

Churches located in most countries worldwide.  Jesus commanded His 

disciples to begin their ministry in Jerusalem and branch out to the ends of 

the earth, as we read from last Sunday’s text from Acts.  His authority over 

all things, given to His disciples and then passed on to all the baptized, is 

made visible in the witness of the Christian Church around the world.  What 

began with an itinerant preacher and a few faithful followers, has grown to 

include people from all parts of the earth.   

 The growth of the Christian Church is due to the work of the Holy 

Spirit.  Luther reminds us that the Holy Spirit “Calls, gathers, enlightens and 

sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth and keeps it united with 

Jesus Christ in the one true faith.”  The Holy Spirit is the presence of God 

the Father and of Jesus, God’s Son, moving and working in and among the 

people of God.  Last week we celebrated the coming of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost when the Spirit moved the disciples to become bold witnesses 

for Jesus Christ.  Have you taken notice of the Holy Spirit’s work around 

you this week?  Jesus’ Great Commission was Jesus’ great promise to be 

with us throughout our lives.  In our baptism Jesus’ promise to be with us 
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always takes hold as we pray for the Holy Spirit to come to the baptized 

person and live with them.  I have witnessed the Holy Spirit at work through 

Stephen Ministry and through the everyday caring of friends and family.  

We prayed for the Holy Spirit’s presence at our NWMN Synod assembly 

and we believe the Spirit was there. We learned more about the many 

ministries the synod is involved with, and how the Spirit works through us in 

this way. 

 Today, as we celebrate the Trinity, Jesus calls us to continue in faith, 

to search for ways in which the Gospel can reach still more people.  We are 

called as the disciples were called to:  “make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Jesus prefaces this with “Go.” It isn’t wishy washy.  Jesus doesn’t 

say, “If you feel like it be my disciples,” or “don’t go out of your way to share 

my love with others,” and Jesus doesn’t say “don’t offend anyone by telling 

them about Me.”   

 Jesus said, “Go. Make disciples. Baptize. Teach them.”  There is a 

sense of urgency to the call when Jesus issued it, and that has not 

changed.  In fact, it may be more urgent to spread Jesus’ love and 

salvation now more than ever.  We have a mission.  We are commissioned 

to a particular task.  We have a purpose and a goal. 
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 The exciting part about this is the part the Holy Spirit plays.  The Holy 

Spirit works through each of us in ways that we may not realize or 

understand at the time.  Just think for a moment:  Years ago people 

believed that their faith was something to be kept to themselves.  This still 

persists in different ways today.  If this were really followed, the church 

would have died out long ago. We would have been long lost to our sins 

and condemned to death.   But here we are, with churches stretching 

across the countryside, throughout cities, and across the world.  It is not to 

our credit, but the Holy Spirit has led and inspired the people of God 

throughout the ages to grow and to continue to spread the Good News of 

salvation in Jesus Christ.   

 When we realize the great gift that has been given us in Jesus, when 

we understand that our salvation is a free gift from Jesus in His suffering 

and death, we will understand the need to share that message of love with 

the world around us.   

 The word is out about Jesus.  The Holy Spirit is on the loose—

unstoppable.  The Holy Spirit works through you to bring about the 

fulfillment of Jesus’ Great Commission and promise.  He will be with us in 

whatever we do, wherever we go, and will lead us in the mission of the 

church—the people of God.    AMEN   1140 


