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 Here on the edge of the prairie we are no strangers to wind.  Calm 

days are a rarity, and thankfully, even though we don’t often have the 

dangerous tornadic winds, we do have our share of wind storms.  Last 

winter was especially windy.  Lying in bed at night, listening to the howling 

of the northwest wind, I feel very thankful for a safe, secure home.  Those 

howling, fierce winds often continue through the night and I listen to the 

wind and wonder what things will look like in the morning.  We have lost 

many trees to strong winds.  We have picked up many broken branches 

due to the strong winds.  And on the larger lakes the wind can do quite a bit 

of damage to docks, lifts, boats, and the shoreline.   

 We like to think of the Holy Spirit as a wind blowing through the 

people of God, stirring us up to carry on the ministry Christ has intended for 

us.  The Day of Pentecost marks the Advent of the Holy Spirit following the 

Ascension of Jesus.  Luke tells us the Holy Spirit came on the scene in a 

fierce and mighty way:  “Suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the 

rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they [the 

disciples] were sitting.”  There was nothing gentle or calming about the way 

the Holy Spirit showed up that day.  I liken it to those times when I’m lying 
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in bed listening to the howling of a fierce Northwest wind.  When it’s finally 

done blowing, we don’t know what to expect. We don’t know if we’ve lost 

trees, branches, shingles, or if there is a snow drift in front of the garage 

door so deep we will have to shovel our way out of the house. 

 The Holy Spirit made its entrance ‘like the howling of a fierce wind’ 

that changed the whole landscape of the life of the followers of Jesus 

Christ.  Once it quit blowing nothing was the same.  There were tongues of 

fire resting on them and they suddenly had the ability to speak in different 

languages—languages they knew nothing about!  There were signs and 

wonders—miracles happening like never before!   

 The apostles, who were huddled in a locked room out of fear of 

reprisals from the Jews, were now boldly proclaiming to the crowds from all 

over the known world at the time, the Good News of Jesus Christ!  How’s 

that for an exciting church meeting!?  It set the stage for all the ones that 

have followed!  

 In this amazing, incredible, awesome event the Church was created.   

 Church is what happens when the Holy Spirit creates more than we 

could ever have done on our own.  We Christians are nothing without the 

Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the driving force behind every good thing that 

happens in the Church.  The Holy Spirit is the driving force moving us off 
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dead center and inspiring the people of God to be the people of God to 

the world!  Jesus has called us to spread His love, tell of His salvation, and 

to bring all the world into His Kingdom.  Jesus has entrusted us with 

carrying on the Church until the time when He returns to take us to our 

eternal home.   

 But without the Holy Spirit, we are lost; we are powerless; we are 

unable to function as His disciples.  The Holy Spirit is not some vague 

spiritual experience; it is not a gentle breeze blowing on the horizon.  The 

Holy Spirit is God; it is God active and present in the world today.  The Holy 

Spirit is alive and it is a driving force for good in this world.   

 Through the work of the Holy Spirit this congregation functions to be 

the hands and feet of Christ.  Through the Holy Spirit the people of Zion 

share the gifts of God with people who need food, who can’t afford clothing, 

who are having trouble paying a bill or finding help to do some work around 

the house.  Through the Holy Spirit’s leadership quilts are made to warm 

the bodies of God’s people and prayer shawls are knitted to bring comfort 

and share love to others.  The world feels the generosity of God’s people 

as we share our resources with Lutheran World Relief, The ELCA Hunger 

Appeal, and the worthwhile projects in and around The Northwestern Minn. 
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Synod.  Through Mission Jamaica children are shown love, fed, clothed, 

and cared for; homes are constructed for people; and lives are changed. 

 Through our Stephen Ministry God’s love is poured out on folks who 

need someone to listen, care, and love them.   

 But there is always more to do.  The Holy Spirit will not let us rest on 

our laurels or become complacent.  There are many people who simply do 

not get what Christianity is all about.  There are so many people who do not 

realize what Christ has done for us or take their faith for granted.  The face 

evil still is present in us and in the world we live in.   

 The Holy Spirit is the presence of God in us and in our world.  The 

Holy Spirit works through people like you and me to accomplish God’s work 

in the world.  The Holy Spirit comes to us in our baptism and ‘goes with us’ 

throughout our lives to lead us, to call us to repentance, to show us God’s 

love and forgiveness when we need it, and to stir us out of complacency 

when we forget our calling.   

 The Spirit is with us in all we do: as we face the challenges of difficult 

situations, as we battle our demons or walk with someone who is, as we 

work to recover from life-changing events and fear the future, the Spirit of 

God goes with us.   
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 The Promise of Pentecost is not that we will have a life that is free 

from suffering. It’s not that we won’t face difficult times, hardships, or have 

our faith tested; the promise of Pentecost is that the Spirit of God goes with 

us and leads us through whatever we face.  We have this ‘power from on 

high’ with us, but so often we do not open ourselves up to let the Spirit work 

its miracles of faith and grace.  That is the challenge we face and the need 

of the world: to open our hearts, minds, and souls to the work of the Spirit 

and let the power of Pentecost blow through the world. 

 AMEN        1109 

  

  

  


