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 Do you remember our Easter service?  It was wonderful, wasn’t it?  

We had beautiful plants decorating the sanctuary, the praise team and the 

choir were phenomenal, all three services were packed, and the Easter 

hymns were sung with great gusto and joy. 

 Oh, you don’t remember?  Ooops.  I guess that was last year, not this 

year.  Some 50 days ago on Easter Sunday we met online.  We had good 

music with Carol singing, and two Easter lilies, but it just wasn’t what we 

were used to.  Now we are at the end of the Easter season.  What a 

strange time it has been for us.  But even though we weren’t able to 

celebrate Easter as we would have liked, it still happened!  It’s not about 

us, or about some terrible pandemic, it’s all about Jesus our Savior.  We’ve 

been getting used to a new routine for worship, having these online 

services, but still there is a restlessness to see our church family once 

again.   

 Ever since Easter Sunday Jesus has been coming and going, 

showing up in unexpected places, and blessing the disciples and the 

faithful followers.  Jesus has walked with them, broken bread with them, 
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appeared in locked rooms with them, shown them His wounded hands and 

side, and has stirred a powerful new faith among these wary followers.   

 Today we’re taking a step back, so-to-speak, to the night of Jesus’ 

arrest.  Jesus is praying for His disciples and His followers in the Garden of 

Gethsemane.  Jesus is praying for God to protect them and keep them 

together when He returns to His Father.  This was a confusing, frightening, 

doubt-filled time for them.  Jesus prays that as they move through the 

crucifixion and resurrection, they would be united in their faith and 

protected by the Father as they faced an exceedingly difficult time.   

 We can be assured that as we pass through the deep waters of this 

Covid-19 pandemic that we do not go on our own.  Jesus prays for us as 

well.  We are the disciples of this day and age who are struggling with 

confusion, doubt, and a frightening new world.  This is a humbling 

experience for the whole world as we navigate these new waters.  As 

common citizens as well as our govt. officials, we are learning more about 

our vulnerabilities, our responses to a disease that seems to be changing 

readily, and we are beginning to envision a new world such as we did after 

the terror attacks of 9-11.   

 And we ask, “How does God protect US as Jesus had prayed in John 

17?”  We have the people, technology, and resources to muster to work 
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through this disease.  We have been given all these things through God 

who is so gracious to us.  God has blessed us with each other, and though 

many of us cannot be together, and many of us are not on the front lines of 

this research, there are many who are doing remarkable things.  We have 

members of this congregation who are taking great risks doing testing in 

labs; others developing a testing apparatus that is being used across the 

country; nurses working long hours; first responders who put their lives on 

the line to keep us safe; so even in this congregation God is at work 

through the lives of God’s people to protect us and lead us through this.    

 Our prayers should be for unity of spirit, cause, and commitment as 

we go forward.  We do need each other.  That is firmly established, and 

Jesus reminded us of this as He prayed for our unity.  As a country we 

need to work together even more—to get past the divisiveness and work to 

heal our divisions with one another.  Our prayers for one another should be 

for patience; self-control; a spirit of cooperation; and a concern for the 

welfare of others—physically, economically, and spiritually.   

 This Easter Season has reminded us that we have a Savior who has 

overcome the gravest of all things: sin and death.  He has given His life for 

us and has been raised by our God out of total and complete love for us.  

We live because Jesus lives!  We have a future because of what Jesus has 
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done for us.  We live in hope as we go about each day, knowing that our 

God has blessed us in so many ways.   

 But a lot lies at our feet as well.  Soon we might be able to start being 

together more and more, and as we do, let’s remember what it feels like to 

be apart—so we can continue to work together for unity and cooperation 

between all people.  We can continue to work toward a spirit of 

togetherness, working for the health and welfare of others, and for the 

growth of the Kingdom of God.   

 We know that Jesus prays for us as well as for the disciples.  We 

know that the Holy Spirit is working in and among us as we worship 

separately and together.  We are not alone; we are God’s children now and 

always.   

 Jesus promised that when He ascended to return to the Father, He 

would send the Holy Spirit, the Advocate to be with us.  Next Sunday we 

will celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit as we celebrate Pentecost 

Sunday.   

 Each of you are special in God’s heart; know that whatever it is you 

are going through now; you are not alone.  God’s Spirit is within us and 

guides us through the days of uncertainty and times of fear. 

 AMEN        944  


