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 A prominent church architect once stated: “The most important part of 

a church is the front door.”  What do you think of that statement?  “The 

most important part of a church is the front door.”   

 My first thoughts are that the altar or the baptismal font might be the 

most important part of the church.  Or, in Midwestern Lutheran circles, the 

Kitchen might be the heart of our churches!  

 But, the front door is the first thing people encounter when entering a 

church.  When you enter for the first time, what do you see?  Zion folks, 

think about what you see when you step foot in Zion.  Two sets of doors 

are intended to keep the winter cold outside where it belongs.  The first 

doors are glass—clear which lets light in and allows us to see inside easily.  

The second set are big, heavy doors which are more of the traditional type 

doors designed to be reminiscent of older churches of long ago.  Maybe 

they were designed to be strong and give stability to the entrance, helping 

keep out the elements.   We tend to keep them open for worship services 

for ease of entering and a more welcoming appearance.   So is the purpose 

of a door to keep people out or to welcome them in, making them feel more 

secure and comfortable?   
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 In planning for a new church building in my former parish the regional 

architect for the ELCA had told me that an experienced church architect is 

very important.  One church hired an architect who had no church building 

experience.  Everything was fine until they had their first funeral in the 

building.  The architect had installed front doors with a non-removable 

metal post between the doors.  This is common in commercial buildings, 

but they weren’t able to get the casket through the doors and into the 

church!   

 Today we break from the Easter texts to celebrate “Good Shepherd 

Sunday.”  It is the day we remember Jesus as the Good Shepherd who 

cares for His people and welcomes them into His family.  In our Gospel 

from John, Jesus calls Himself the gate (or door) for the sheep.  The 

shepherd keeps the gate (or the door) secure so that the sheep find a safe 

place to be while they eat and rest.  Jesus says that the job of the shepherd 

is to keep the sheep safe.  He knows the sheep by name and they know 

His voice.  There is safety and peace inside this pasture because the One 

who keeps the gate is known and trusted.   

 What makes you feel safe these days?  Where do you find peace?  

For most of us it is in our homes.  We have been safe in our homes for 

around 6 weeks now.  Our homes are places of refuge from the storm that 
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is this Coronavirus.  Our homes are where we find shelter and hopefully we 

find peace there as well.   

 The sheepfold that the Good Shepherd welcomes us all into is a 

much larger place.  I think of those who are homeless, those who have lost 

their homes, and those who reside in nursing homes, and group homes.  

These are places where the Good Shepherd dwells.  Jesus is so much 

bigger than any ideas of home that we might have.  Jesus opens the gate 

to His sheepfold—His place of safety—to all who want to find the peace, 

salvation, safety, and joy that He gives.   

 Even though our church doors are always open, and we are free to 

come and go, to pray and worship on our own, it is not safe for us to be 

together now.  That is a hard pill to swallow, we have traditionally felt the 

need to be together to worship, study the Bible, and enjoy one another’s 

fellowship.  More and more, people seem to be getting anxious, antsy, or 

wanting to “be done” with the current state of affairs.  But, if all works out 

well, we should be able to start gathering later this month.  That will be 

good news!  That will be exciting!  But we need to be careful until this is all 

past.   

 As we wait, and we begin to do a few more things, we remember that 

the sheepfold Jesus welcomes us into is bigger than any church building or 
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home.  Jesus is saying that as the gate, or door, for the sheepfold, He is 

the way to get to the life-giving pasture of the sheepfold.  Jesus is the only 

one who brings the safety, love, and grace, for His followers.  Jesus is the 

embodiment of the Good Shepherd we heard about earlier in Psalm 23.  

Jesus cares for us, His sheep, even to the point of death and beyond.  

Jesus is the way to life everlasting in the presence of God.  Jesus is the 

One who opens the gate, or door, on Easter morning and leads us through 

to the life-giving pastures of our Heavenly Father.   

 Even though we are not worshipping together and our lives are really 

in a jumbled state right now, Jesus stands waiting for us as we are and 

where we are.  Jesus will keep us safe—the shepherd is looking out for His 

sheep now and always.  Jesus will be with us, will keep us safe until the 

time when it is safe to worship once again.  We are urged to draw closer to 

our Good Shepherd, to listen for His voice and heed His call, knowing we 

are safe and secure with Him.   

 Jesus, the gate, urges us to keep vigilant in caring for others and 

making sure that others find the security and peace of the sheepfold we are 

a part of.  There are many bright spots that remind us of how we are caring 

for one another.  One of them I see each day at church: there are masks 

that people are making and they show up at church for those who need 
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them.  What a wonderful gift of love for others!  So many of you are sewing 

and doing things for others.  It is a blessing to be a part of the family of our 

Good Shepherd, now and always. 

 God bless you as you work, live, shelter, and share the joy of your 

faith in ways that Jesus leads you.   

 AMEN       1065 


