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Text: Matthew 28:1-10      Jim Gronbeck 
Theme: “Easter People…Good Friday World”  Easter Sunday A 
 #1040       April 12, 2020 
 
  
 “We are Easter people living in a Good Friday world.”  This is a quote 

from Dr. James Hofrenning, a former religion prof. at Concordia.  I came 

across it as his family referenced it in his recent obituary.  Apparently it was 

a phrase Dr. Hofrenning used frequently. 

 That really stuck with me as I thought about our situation in the midst 

of a pandemic and celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus.  We’re in the 

midst of a stay at home order with much of our economy and country shut 

down as we try to avoid spreading the deadly virus.   

 We are Easter people.  We identify with the two Marys who went to 

the tomb expecting to grieve and pay respects to their dead friend.  The 

two women walked right into the greatest drama imaginable!  They show up 

at the tomb Jesus had been occupying since His horrible crucifixion the 

Friday before.  Just then the earth starts heaving and shaking 

uncontrollably as it had at the moment Jesus died.  Then, a mighty angel 

from heaven appears and rolls away the stone that was sealing the 

entrance to the tomb!   

 It must have reminded them of the time Jesus commanded the stone 

covering Lazarus’ tomb be opened.   
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 Except for the soldiers who stood guarding the entrance.  They were 

there to prevent the disciples of Jesus from sneaking in and stealing Jesus’ 

body.  These seasoned men—warriors, protectors of the status quo—were 

so struck with fear they fainted and were ‘out like a light.’  The presence of 

a mighty heavenly warrior will do that!  

 Amidst this high drama we might expect to see Jesus Himself saunter 

out of the tomb, wrapped up as Lazarus was when Jesus called him out.  

But when the stone was rolled away, the tomb was empty.  The 

Resurrection had already taken place in the darkness, while the tomb was 

sealed, before the stone was removed.   

 The tomb was empty.  The women had actually witnessed a post-

resurrection scene.  Jesus was out.  In fact, following the angel’s directive 

to “go and tell” the others Jesus has been raised, the women encountered 

Jesus Himself!   

 Jesus is on the loose. He appeared to them as they ran off to tell the 

incredible story of Resurrection.  They fell at His feet, grabbed on to them, 

and worshiped Jesus.   

 “Do not be afraid,” the women heard Jesus tell them, echoing the 

words of the angel.  The women were the first witnesses to the 
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Resurrection of our Lord, and they were the first to spread the news 

following the directives to “Go and Tell.”   

 We are Easter people.  We are the ones left with the incredible 

story, the true story, the story of love and forgiveness.  We are the ones 

who now live in the joy of Easter!  We have the same directive from the 

angel and from Jesus:  The tomb is empty!  The Lord is out on the loose!  

Go and tell the world what an amazing story of love we are privileged to 

believe. 

 We are the Easter people, living in a Good Friday world.   That 

statement could not be more accurate for us this Easter Sunday!  The 

world that we inhabit today is the same world that was filled with fear, 

death, and uncertainty when we went to bed.  It is a broken world we live 

in.  It seems as if we are living a nightmare that isn’t vanishing when we 

wake up each day.   

 We are the modern church of the diaspora.  We are not able to 

worship our Risen Lord in the safe space that we are accustomed to 

worshipping Him.  We are out in the world, dispersed in small groups of 

Christians who are huddled in our homes and safe spaces, until the 

destroying storm passes by.  We are dispersed.   
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 But we still have our voices.  We still have our ability to “Go and Tell” 

the amazing news, the story the world needs to hear over and over again.  

We have the joy and privilege of proclaiming, “Jesus is Risen!” (To which 

the Easter people respond, “He is risen indeed!”)  

 This is the angel’s message for us: “Go and Tell.” Tell a fearful and 

broken world that this is not all there is.  Tell that neighbor, that co-

worker, that child or spouse next to you that there is hope and there is 

salvation because the tomb is empty!  “Jesus is Risen!”  (He is Risen 

Indeed!)   

 It’s not just during this pandemic that we need to hear and share this 

message.  We need to share it always.  Have you become complacent?  

Have you taken the joy of Easter for granted?  Have you kept this story to 

yourself for too long?   

 Go and Tell.  We have a great problem here.  We can’t worship in our 

beautiful building.  But we still are the Easter People.   We are right in the 

midst of the Good Friday world—a world struggling with fear, with 

confusion, with a lack of faith.  Some of us have friends or relatives who 

have been afflicted with the Covid 19 virus.  Some of us have lost loved 

ones or people we knew.   



5 
 

 But this world has known fear, confusion, and death for centuries.  

We only now, in the midst of this event, realize that things are by and large 

out of our control.  In the midst of this terrible storm we need something 

solid to hold on to, something that is unshakeable.  That is our faith.  That 

is the One who suffered and died on our account, and now has been raised 

from death.   

 We have the most incredible story to believe, to rejoice in, and to 

share!  Jesus has conquered death and sin, has suffered horribly for our 

sin and has won the Victory!  This hope is ours as we battle the forces of 

sickness, death, fear, and isolation.  This story doesn’t depend on our 

being in a worship building to make it real.  The story depends on us, out in 

the midst of life, working, sheltering in place, and telling the story we have 

to tell.   

 We’re not left to our own devices.  We’re not left to figure things out 

on our own.  Jesus is Risen!  He is alive!  Because Jesus lives we will live 

too.   

 Praise God for the gift of New Life in Jesus Christ!  Praise Jesus for 

taking our burdens on Himself and overcoming them!   

 We are the Easter people living in a Good Friday world.  But that’s 

just the beginning of the story.   
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 “Jesus Is Risen!”  “He is risen indeed!” 

 ALLELUIA!    AMEN!     1102 

  


