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 A desperate cry goes out.  The action of the story begins: “So the 

sisters sent a message to Jesus, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  

People in desperate need call out to their friend, Jesus, appealing for His 

help in their desperate situation. 

 The story of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus is a powerful example of the 

friendships and the relationships that Jesus wove with people—people who 

weren’t even His disciples.  Mary, Martha, Lazarus, and Jesus were “close 

personal friends,” as Sid Hartman would describe it!  John records that they 

had shared dinner together before and Mary was the one who anointed 

Jesus with perfume and wiped His feet with her hair.  They all shared a 

‘close personal friendship.’   

 As such it seems strange that Jesus would get the news of Lazarus’ 

dire condition…and just wait on it.  John was befuddled by this reaction, as 

he writes, “…though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 

having heard that Lazarus was ill, He stayed two days longer in the place 

where He was.”   

 That’s not what we aspiring pastors were taught in seminary!  In our 

Pastoral Care classes we were taught that it was a high priority to go to 
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someone who was very ill, dying, or to a family that had just experienced 

the death of a loved one.  There had to be more to it than Jesus being 

preoccupied, or unconvinced that this was an emergency.   

 Two days Jesus waited.  It must have seemed like an eternity to Mary 

and Martha.  Jesus was only two miles away at the time.  He could have 

been there in short order. 

 As this Corona virus grows in intensity across our nation, we are 

waiting as well. We have now been ordered to stay home in the hopes of 

slowing the spread of the virus and to lessen the burden on our healthcare 

system.  It’s been a few weeks for us here in Middle America, and much 

longer for folks on the coasts, in Europe and Asia.   

 As Americans we’re not used to waiting.  I’m fairly impatient when it 

comes to waiting, those who know me will tell you.  I know some of you are 

dealing with a little ‘cabin fever’ already, but it’s not even close to being 

over yet.  It’s going to get even more pronounced as time progresses.   

 Our officials are doing a good job of trying to prepare us for the long 

haul.  But we are used to getting things NOW.  I don’t see this playing out 

that way, however.  This is going to be a test of our resolve and our 

character, it seems.  
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 So we too are waiting. Just like Mary and Martha.  We wait in the 

hope that God will act quickly and spare us the awful effects of this storm of 

a virus that we’re facing.  But what if it takes a while?  What if we don’t get 

our desired results quickly? What if we are hunkered down in our homes for 

a few weeks or longer? 

 We know that God will act.  We know that we belong to Jesus and 

that in spite of all we face, we are in Jesus’ care and keeping.  We can rest 

secure in our baptismal promises that our future and our hope is secure in 

Him.   

 Jesus told the disciples that Lazarus was merely sleeping.  When 

Jesus and the disciples left for Bethany, Thomas made a comment that 

they would most likely die there with Jesus. But when He finally did get to 

Bethany, Mary and Martha met Him saying, “Lord, if you’d been here, our 

brother would not have died.”  Lazarus had been dead four days. As the 

KJV so elegantly states, “by this time he stinketh.”  There wasn’t a lot of 

hope.  They expected to find death there because the Jews there were 

waiting to stone Jesus. 

 But with Jesus we never know what to expect, and this was no 

different.  Jesus had the tomb opened, and in a loud voice—loud enough to 

wake the dead—He yelled, “Lazarus, come out!”  And the dead man 
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came out, wrapped in the cloth of death.  Jesus told them to unbind him 

and let him go. 

 This is a great story for us as we struggle with these difficult times.  In 

the midst of what seems dark, dangerous, and deadly, Jesus comes to 

bring life.  Jesus comes to us this week to remind us that in Him the 

darkness is not dark, even death is not the final answer.   

 We may struggle with the fact that Jesus doesn’t come in and wipe 

this virus away, and put our lives back into their normal routines.  We don’t 

have the answer to why this is so rampant and frightening.  We don’t know 

why it seems as if Jesus is slow to respond.  We probably never will know 

those answers this side of heaven.   

 What we do know is that Jesus is here.  Jesus has come, and the 

world is His.  We are His children.  Death, disease, fear, or the unknown do 

not have the last word for us.  Our healthcare professionals are working to 

care for as many as possible and they need our help and cooperation.  God 

is with them, and God is with us.  With Jesus present, there will be Life 

coming out of death and despair.  There is hope.  There is the Promise that 

we are not left to our own devices.  That is what the season of Lent 

reminds us:  The cross is front and center to proclaim a Savior who took 

the cross for us.  This Savior proclaims to us as He did to Mary and Martha, 
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“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, though 

they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will 

never die.”   

 Jesus is here.  Jesus is with us.  With Jesus there is always hope and 

there is always life.   

 AMEN      1013 
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The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, your Son came into this world to free us all from sin and death.  Breathe 

upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 

you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 Almighty and most merciful God, your Son Jesus comes to us in the midst of our 

sickness, heartache, fear, and death.  You assuage our tears and calm our fears; help 

us to find strength, courage, and patience to wait for you to lead us through this difficult 

time.   

 Be with our healthcare professionals who are on the front lines of this fight.  Lead 

our scientists and researchers to find treatments, or a cure; guide our  paramedics, law 

enforcement officers to keep peace and order as they too risk their lives for others. 

 Bless our government officials to act always in the best interests of our people 

and guide their actions with wisdom, grace, and understanding. 

Lord of all, we pray for all those who have health concerns, needs, or who suffer from 

unseen illnesses.  Bring healing and comfort to those who have lost loved ones, or are 

dealing with life losses.  We remember those dear to our hearts now… 

 Be with our loved ones who are separated from us now.  Bless all who worship in 

their homes to feel your love and presence each day.  Bring us all to that day when we 

will gather again to worship and bless you with all joy and gratitude. 

 We ask all these things in the Name of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who 

died and rose for us.    AMEN 

Join with me in the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  AMEN 
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 The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  AMEN 

 

 

  

  


