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 How are you feeling today?  I mean, really feeling?  I sincerely hope 

you’re all healthy.   Are you feeling:  nervous?  Anxious?  Concerned?  Are 

you feeling scared, or frightened?   

 We never know what the future will bring, do we?   This Coronavirus, 

or COVID 19, has the potential to be a real game changer for our country—

or should I say, for the whole world.  It has me a bit on edge.  The news 

media has been talking about it for a while now.  It wasn’t until they started 

cancelling hockey, basketball, and when the March Madness tournaments 

became March Sadness, that it really hit me this was a serious event.   

 As of Friday, many area nursing homes and hospitals have closed 

their doors to visitors.  The Henning girls and boys basketball teams had 

their tournament games cancelled.  Many large city churches have gone to 

online worshipping.  Our Synod Bishop, Bill Tesch, has called for a video 

conference call for all pastors and other rostered leaders this Monday 

afternoon.  Bishop Bill also said that Governor Walz has said that meeting 

places with more than 250 people should consider alternative worship 

ideas.  (We usually worship less than 180 this time of year, so we are 
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encouraged to have a distance of about an arm’s length away from each 

family grouping.   

 The future seems uncertain.  How long will all this last?  When or will 

things return to normal?  How well-stocked is your supply of Toilet Paper?!  

(I had to throw that in!  Our daughter Kristen was out shopping and needed 

TP.  She went to 2 Targets, a Walmart, and Walgreens to find it.  Nearly 

everyone was out.)  It seems there is a bit of panic and paranoia taking 

place also.  

 Our Second Lesson from Romans has some important words for us 

as we think about the present and ponder the future.  St. Paul writes that 

because we are justified, or made right with God, through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, we have peace in our relationship with Him.  We are the recipients 

of the grace of God through the death and resurrection of Jesus our Savior.  

We can even go so far as to boast in this relationship, but not because of 

what we have done, but because of what God in Christ has done for us.  

This was a free gift that is given to each of us in our baptisms.   

 To ‘boast’ or ‘rejoice’ in our faith and in our suffering means that we 

have the confident assurance that even though we must suffer, we know 

that we are not alone, that we have the power of the Risen Victorious Christ 

who has claimed us for all eternity.  Therefore, when we fall upon hard 
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times, when we suffer, we know that because Christ is with us we will have 

the strength to endure, and we will grow stronger in our faith.  This will also 

have an influence on our lives to strengthen our character, to make us 

people of faith who trust and rely even more on Jesus to see us through all 

things.   

 This passage has a strong reminder that the Holy Spirit is the power 

and presence of the Risen Lord within each of us.  The Holy Spirit has 

been given to us—in baptism—and the Holy Spirit brings God’s love to us 

in marvelous ways. 

 So in this time of uncertainty and confusion, we, the people of God 

can bring the love of God to others who are struggling.  We can bring a 

meal (or some good, homemade soup from Zion) to someone who is shut 

in or may be under the weather.  We can help the ones who need help and 

we can pray.  We can pray that this pandemic we are facing will quickly 

play itself out without causing more loss of life and panic.  We can try to 

keep our lives and our routines as normal as possible, while also learning 

new ways of keeping good hygiene and taking care of one another.  We 

can use this time to grow in faith, to rely and trust on God’s goodness and 

mercy.   
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 Paul writes that “at the right time Christ died for us.”  When we were 

at our weakest and our need was the greatest, Christ died for us.  When life 

was at its darkest time, when sin and death were hanging over all and 

condemning us to death, Christ died for us.  When this coronavirus seems 

to be taking over and we feel powerless, Christ died for us.  When fear or 

grief grips your mind, and tears at your heart, Christ died for us.  This isn’t 

something most of us have face in our lifetimes.  It will be disconcerting, 

nerve-wracking, frightening at times.   

 But at our weakest point, at our times of grief or despair, we have the 

cross.  We have Someone who has come to die for us and has made the 

perfect sacrifice for our sins, for our lives, and offers us the hope and peace 

of resting our fears and troubles in His mighty arms.  He calls us to trust in 

Him. He pleads for us to come to Him and let His Holy Spirit be the guide 

and hope we need to be able to receive and share the love of God.   

 Dr. Roy Harrisville, a legendary seminary professor, has written: 

“[Justification] by faith means that the essential mark of the Christian 

existence is hiddenness, since its progression from suffering to endurance 

to character to hope of sharing the glory of God cannot be measured.” (p. 

79)  So we live in the hiddenness of our faith as we walk together with the 

Holy Spirit and with each other, through this new challenge we are facing.  
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We Christians can boast in our faith and find strength in our faith because 

of the free gift of God in Christ Jesus.  Therefore, let us encourage one 

another and walk together in love as we pass through the valley, looking up 

to the Lord who is our strength and our shield. 

 AMEN         1018 

  


