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 When you want to accomplish something but don’t want to be seen, 

or detected, darkness affords the greatest cover.  Deer hunters strive to get 

to their deer stands before it is light in order that they have a better chance 

of surprising the deer before the sun comes up. Thieves work most 

effectively under the cover of darkness (so I’m told!) to keep them from 

being detected.  Darkness provides the cover needed to help someone be 

undetected or accomplish whatever they’re trying to do.   

 Being undetected must have been on Nicodemus’ mind when he 

made his way to Jesus.  The situation intrigues me.  What was Nicodemus’ 

reason for going to see Jesus?  Was he afraid of repercussions, or 

embarrassed?  Did he use the darkness as cover so the other Pharisees 

wouldn’t know about his visit?   

 For a Pharisee to be going to visit Jesus in the middle of the night 

was highly unusual, highly suspect.  Nicodemus was a religious official, a 

member of the Jewish ruling council, called the Sanhedrin.  They were 

critical of everything Jesus did and were watching Jesus like a hawk.   
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 It appears that Nicodemus was trying to protect his reputation for 

going at night.  He wasn’t sure about what Jesus was saying but seemed to 

be giving him the benefit of the doubt that others were not doing.  

 Nicodemus does give Jesus a sort of compliment, saying that only 

someone sent from God could do the things Jesus was doing.  John, in his 

Gospel, uses the theme of darkness to represent unbelief.  Nicodemus 

going to Jesus in the darkness represents for John, the fact that 

Nicodemus doesn’t really grasp or believe all that Jesus is doing and 

saying.  John began his Gospel writing about the light and darkness motif. 

He refers to Jesus right from the beginning as the ‘Light shining in the 

darkness’ and the darkness not being able to overcome the light.  It’s our 

Christmas Gospel, used during the candle lighting ceremony.   

 Nicodemus obviously wants to learn more about Jesus.  But their 

conversation about being ‘born from above’ confused Nicodemus.  He 

couldn’t get past the obvious to catch Jesus’ point.  He was probably sorry 

that he even went to see Jesus at all. Their crazy conversation about being 

born again with Nicodemus thinking that Jesus meant literally being born 

over and starting new, must have left both of them frustrated.   

 Jesus explains that he is talking about being born of water and the 

Spirit—what we interpret as being baptized.  Jesus told Nicodemus plainly 
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that those who follow Jesus are being misunderstood and rejected.  This is 

most likely how John saw things when he was writing this letter to the 

believers who had been expelled from the Jewish Synagogues.  They were 

ostracized because of their beliefs.   

 All this leads to probably the most well-known verse in John’s Gospel:  

verse 16:  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in Him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 

 Where Nicodemus was struggling with accepting Jesus and His 

message, and where John was dealing with Christians who were expelled 

from the synagogues, here Jesus plainly states that everyone who believes 

in Him will have eternal life.  It is a stretch for Nicodemus and the Jews, but 

after Jesus is crucified Nicodemus shows his faith by requesting the body 

of Jesus for burial.   

 For us, in this tumultuous time, these words come through loud and 

clear for those who believe.  Faith in Jesus is the key to working through 

our problems, our fears, and our disagreements.  When we are faced with 

things like the Coronavirus and all the heated political rhetoric, we can turn 

to our faith to remind us of what is really important.  We need to work 

together for the common good of all people.  Jesus did not come to 

condemn the world; instead, He came to save the world.  Jesus came to 
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bring new life and new hope for us.  He came to pull us out of the muck of 

the arguments and disrespectful ways we treat one another and talk with 

one another, to give us a new vision of what we can become when we 

follow Him. Jesus came to give us hope as we face the fears of this new 

virus that is ravaging so many and looks like it is spreading.  Jesus calls us 

to love one another enough to work together for good.  Maybe we can learn 

to put aside the hurtful things that are being said and work together to solve 

the problems as the Holy Spirit works to guide and lead us.   

 As we interact with one another in various ways—both on a national 

level, but also on a personal, local level—we can use these two verses to 

remind ourselves that we are called by Jesus to work together and share 

each other’s burdens.  It is so easy to get caught up in misunderstanding 

which leads to disagreements and ultimately hurts our relationships with 

others and with Jesus.   

 Jesus calls us to come to Him in the Light and be people of the Light 

who share that Light with others.  We have the Holy Spirit to lead us, to 

show us and teach us how to live together as people of God, and we need 

to be open to the Spirit’s presence in our world.   

 The Gospel gives us an indication that Nicodemus must have come 

to the Light when he went to the officials to ask for Jesus’ body following 
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the crucifixion.  We don’t know just how the whole story of Nicodemus’ life 

played out, but John has shared the whole point of Jesus’ life and death 

with us.  Jesus came that we might shed the darkness of the world and live 

in the Light of God.  He came that we might have life now and for all 

eternity.  He came not to condemn but to love and give life to all who 

believe.  Our focus is to live as Jesus has shown us and to share His life 

and His love with the world around us.  It all starts with us listening to the 

Holy Spirit.   

 AMEN  

  

  


