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 Have you ever gotten lost?  I mean truly lost—without any idea where 

to go or how you’re going to find your way again?  It can happen so easily.  

We may be out for a walk in a strange place, out hunting in the woods, or 

out for a drive exploring a new part of the countryside, and maybe we aren’t 

paying close enough attention to where we are, we don’t check landmarks, 

and suddenly we get a sinking feeling: we have no idea where we are!   

 I had just purchased my first shotgun.  I wanted to start duck hunting, 

but I had no idea how to go about it.  My dad decided to take me out to the 

infamous Inman Swamp southeast of Henning to help me get started.  It 

was a beautiful day, sunny, fairly warm, and we drove out to a place dad 

had been before, many years ago.  Yep, we started walking among the 

brush, the cat tails, the heavily wooded low areas around the large swampy 

area, and we got totally turned around.   

 It was a little concerning when dad started getting confused about our 

whereabouts.  He knew the area a number of years ago, but of course that 

had changed.  We started thinking we better quit trying to find ducks and 

concentrate on how to get out of the large swampy area.  We truly had no 

idea where we were, and were just heading the way my dad thought was 
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right, when we ran into someone else!  It was a kid a year older than me in 

school who lived nearby.  We asked him how to get back to our car, and he 

could sense we were a little frazzled.  He knew exactly where to go and led 

us out in a short time.   We had been headed the wrong way and needed to 

turn around in order to get out. It felt wrong to go the direction he was 

leading us, but we knew him and trusted him.  It turns out, that was the last 

time dad took me out hunting! 

  Ash Wednesday is our personal spiritual time of the year to take 

stock of where we are headed.  Are we lost?  Do we find ourselves heading 

the wrong way---away from God instead of toward God?  As we begin the 

Lenten Season, this is our gut-check, so-to-speak, to remind us to repent of 

our sin and turn toward God.   

 St. Paul encourages us to begin this Lenten Journey of reconciliation 

with God in our lesson from II Corinthians.  As is the case with Paul’s 

writings, the Good News of the Gospel comes through loud and clear.  He 

says that it was ‘for our sake’ that Jesus became the One who took on our 

sin so that we become righteous—worthy in God’s eyes.  It is not our doing, 

we cannot earn our way to heaven, nor can we claim that it is by our efforts 

or understanding that we have been recipients of God’s grace.  But it was 

‘for our sake’ that the grace of God has been showered on us through 
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Jesus.  Purely out of love for us, God has given Jesus.  We hear this often, 

but does it truly settle into our hearts and minds?  The season of Lent is our 

time to focus on what has been done for us.  This is our time to remember, 

to think about our sin and our need for a Savior.  It is our time to look at our 

lives, to remember that we are ‘dust, and to dust we shall return.’  In what 

ways have we neglected our faith and taken it for granted?  In what ways 

have we wandered away on our own and attempted to do things our way, 

not listening for God’s Spirit to lead and guide us?   

 Lent is also a good time to focus on the work of the Church in 

reaching out to others with the Good News God has shared with us.  This 

year our mid-week services will help us focus on God’s love and on our 

mission partners in this area.  We will hear from them and learn their 

stories and how they are using their resources to help people focus on 

Jesus and the great love our Savior has for us.   

 Can we make a 180 degree turn and leave our sin behind?  I think we 

all realize that we are sinful and need God’s constant love and mercy to 

help us see where we fall short.  Even if we have been regular at worship, 

read the Bible diligently, and spent time in prayer, we still need the grace of 

God in Jesus to forgive us and help us make the 180 degree turn back to 

God.  We may not be lost, but we do need Christ each day.   
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 Let’s take this time, this season, to return to Christ in humble 

devotion.  Let Jesus and the Holy Spirit show you the way of repentance 

and reconciliation.  God has given His Son for our sake and is eager to 

receive us into His arms of mercy.  Let Christ’s love settle into your hearts 

and lead you to His grace now and always. 

 Amen       882 


