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 When I was a kid I really wanted to be a broadcaster.  I wanted to be 

announcing the news, saying, “This is Jim Gronbeck reporting for 

Eyewitness News”… 

 But, alas, here I am, watching my high school friend, Kevin 

Wallevand, reporting.  Actually I majored in Broadcasting in college, but 

God’s plan for me changed my plans.  I have never regretted the decision 

because I have the privilege of reporting what God has in mind for us. 

 St. Peter reports for us, today, sharing the news of Jesus on the holy 

mountain.  Peter reports that as one of the disciples with Jesus on the 

Mountain of the Transfiguration he was an eyewitness to the revealing of 

Jesus as God’s own Son, God’s Beloved child.  Peter heard the heavenly 

voice and was with Jesus on the mountain when He conferred with Moses 

and Elijah.  So Peter brings us “Eyewitness News” of Jesus being revealed 

as God’s Son on the final Sunday of the Epiphany Season. 

 This is an absolutely amazing story!  Peter, who shares his version of 

the story with us, along with James and John, went with Jesus up on the 

top of Mt. Tabor. It is a huge, high mountain with a flat top, and there they 

witnessed the visit of Moses and Elijah, the two great figures of Israel’s 
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past, conferring with their friend and teacher Jesus.  Mountains are places 

of revelation and connection with the divine in the Bible.  Moses, 

representing the Law—the Commandments of God—and Elijah, the 

greatest of God’s prophets—by their very presence with Jesus showed just 

how important Jesus was.  Moses and Elijah are heavenly beings, now, 

and carry the same extreme brilliant light of heaven with them to this event.  

As the disciples stand in amazement, Jesus is transfigured before them—

His earthly form takes on the glory and majesty that truly is His!  The 

disciples get a glimpse of their Lord and friend as He was, and as He will 

be.  They see the Son of God in all His glory.   

   Then, making the scene even more intense, God speaks to the 

disciples reiterating the blessing from Jesus’ baptismal experience.  God 

said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with Him I am well pleased.  Listen to 

Him!”   They fall face-down on the ground, not daring to look up for fear and 

awe had seized them.   

 After God had finished speaking, it was all over and Jesus came over 

to reassure them.  They had indeed, been eyewitnesses to something 

amazing!  For most of us in today’s techno-crazy world, it is tempting to 

view the gospel’s testimony of the transfiguration of Jesus as so much 

mythology, or legend.  This is certainly something that scientific analysis 
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cannot explain.  It certainly wouldn’t be a part of the TV show, ‘Big Bang 

Theory.’  It is tempting, then, to simply put this story away and not give it 

much thought.  After all, what can we do with such an outlandish story?  

How do we make sense of it today, some 2,000 years later? 

 Here’s where the author of II Peter steps in.  Our Second Lesson is 

the story of the Transfiguration as told by St. Peter and passed on to 

Christians who were waiting for Christ’s return amid persecution.  In 

retelling this story, the author and the community of believers become one 

with the three disciples.  The story passed on by Peter is assumed into the 

fabric of our faith communities.  It then becomes our story, passed down 

and retold to be a source of courage, inspiration, and hope for all believers.   

 When we experience events—both exciting and tragic—in our 

country such as the Viet Nam War, the astronauts landing on the moon, the 

explosions of the two space shuttles, or the events of September 11, 2000, 

they become our shared experiences.  Even though we may not have been 

directly involved in them, or we may not even have been born then, as 

Americans we share these, and other, experiences as a collective body.  

They are part of our being citizens of this country. 

 Peter’s amazing story of the Transfiguration puts us squarely into the 

whole history of our salvation.  It is our story as much as it was Peter’s 
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story.  That’s why the community of believers has so painstakingly 

preserved it for us.  This story truly upholds the power and presence of 

God, and God’s Son, in the midst of our world today.   

 The challenge this Transfiguration event puts before each one of us 

this morning is this:  “How do we incorporate this into our lives and our faith 

stories? How do you make sense of this story and how does it impact your 

life?”   

 One of the ways we can do this is to become more aware of the 

‘epiphanies’ – the in-breaking of God in the world around us.  God comes 

to us at times in those awesome, mountain-top experiences we may or may 

not yet have had, but God also breaks into our lives in far subtler ways.  

The more we open our minds up to the ways God works among us—and 

He does work among us—the more we can see those moments for what 

they are.  When people reach out to one another in love during times of 

need, desperation, or loss, God is at work.  The unconditional love of a 

spouse, child, or friend can be a time when God is at work in your life.   

When you experience a moment of true clarity or peace, when you find the 

direction you’ve been searching for, God is at work.  These are unexpected 

events usually, such as a moment in prayer, or at the altar during Holy 

Communion.   Be open to those times, and don’t dismiss them, and you will 



5 
 

be blessed by them.  Be open to the times when you are led to share 

yourself with someone who may or may not be reaching out for Christ’s 

love.  The work of the Holy Spirit is ongoing in this world, and the Spirit 

works through ordinary people and events to make these epiphany events 

all around us. 

 The Season of Epiphany may be coming to a close with this 

Transfiguration Sunday, but the epiphanies never end.  That is because we 

worship and we serve a living Savior whose presence is always among us.   

 As Peter, James, and John were lying prostrate on the ground before 

the three heavenly figures, and following the voice of God urging them to 

listen to this One among them, Jesus came to them.  Jesus touched them, 

and said, “Get up and do not be afraid.”  Heavenly beings naturally inspire 

fear within sinful mortals, but in every case in the Bible, they all repeat 

those words, “do not be afraid.”  We need not fear the presence of God in 

our midst.   

 When the disciples were able to look up, Jesus was alone with them.  

When all is over—when Moses and Elijah are gone, the voice of God is 

quiet, Jesus’ face and clothing have returned to normal, and the disciples 

are left in holy awe—all that is left is Jesus.  They are once again alone 
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with their teacher, their Lord, their friend.  God’s own beloved Son does not 

leave them.   

 Soon enough the disciples will walk with their Lord down into the 

valley—a valley filled with darkness and fear.  But yet Jesus remains, 

reaching out and touching them with His love, forgiveness, healing, and 

peace.  In times of darkness, fear, or in the ordinary stuff of life, we need to 

look for those epiphany moments, those times of the in-breaking of the 

Kingdom of God in our midst, and give thanks that we too, are not alone.   

 At the very close of Matthew’s Gospel, following an event so 

miraculous it was hard to comprehend, the Risen Jesus once again gathers 

His disciples on another mountain and promises them that He will be with 

them even to the close of the age.   

 So it is with us. 

  AMEN      1353 

 


