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 We all know those people—the ones who have to have the last 

word—or who need to have a story that is seemingly better than yours.  

You tell them about a fish you caught, and theirs is bigger; their buck is 

bigger with more points, or even their disaster in the kitchen was way 

worse than yours.  You tell a story, and they have one that will top it.   

 I’d call it ‘one-ups-manship.’  It could lead to telling “tall tales!” 

 So, here today we have JESUS talking about the Law.  The law was 

the center-point of the Jewish religion.  The Pharisees and other religious 

leaders were adamant about keeping the law perfectly.  They were worried 

about the way Israel fell away from God and was led into exile in the past 

and they wanted no part of that in the present and future!  They practiced 

and kept the law (or so they felt) perfectly and demanded nothing less from 

everyone else.  They were constantly watching and criticizing Jesus for 

breaking the law by healing on the Sabbath, among other things! 

 Jesus is using a series of antithetical statements to make contrasts 

between the Law, as the Jews had been practicing it, and how Jesus—and 

ultimately God—sees things.  He starts out talking about murder.  That’s a 

Commandment we all feel confident we have not broken—at least I HOPE 
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that’s the case!  Then Jesus adds, “But I say to you… even if we are angry, 

insulting, or call another person a “Fool,” we will be held accountable under 

the law.   

 Then Jesus tackles adultery and states that anyone who has ever 

looked at another person with lust has already committed adultery.   

 Jesus then deals with the touchy subject of divorce.  After that He 

talked about swearing oaths.   

 In each case Jesus adds, “But I say to you…” then He goes on to 

seemingly deepen the meaning and breadth of the Law.  It hits us all right 

between the eyes because Jesus is putting us all in the same ‘boat’ so-to-

speak.  There is no one who is able to keep the Law, and Jesus makes it 

perfectly clear that we all break the law and fall under the same sentence of 

condemnation from a righteous God.  He takes our feelings of self-

righteousness and throws them out the window.  Jesus includes all of us as 

sinners in danger of judgement!   

 Jesus has raised the bar on righteousness.  Who among us is free of 

such sin?  Who among us has not been angry at another person?  We are 

all guilty and are in need of repentance.   

 We are hearing more and more stories about racism, sexism, and 

slavery still being rampant in our society.  We hear of white supremacy still 
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being a force of evil—even after the civil rights struggles of the past 

century. We hear of one group of people condemning another group for 

their stands on social issues.  And to our absolute horror, slavery has been 

recast as human-trafficking. A woman in Detroit Lakes was just arrested for 

running a prostitution business.  We continue to deal with insults, name-

calling, shameful acts of disrespect toward others, and yet we claim to be 

so much more sophisticated than folks a couple millennia ago.  Bullies run 

rampant in schools, social media, workplaces, churches, public arenas 

wherever people gather.  Crime and identity theft are lurking behind the 

scenes on the internet, in stores, wherever people shop or congregate.  

The world is no better in terms of how we treat one another and I have to 

believe Jesus would say the same things to us in terms of sin and our 

desires to elevate ourselves over others.  Our actions continue to condemn 

us in our sin.  We can try to say that we are more sophisticated, that we 

have become better people, that we know more than the ancient folks and 

they were just primitive or ignorant, but the fact remains; we are sinful.  And 

Jesus continues to call humans to a higher righteousness.  In effect, He is 

still saying to us, “You have heard it said…But I say to you…”  
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  Martin Luther has said that in so doing, Jesus has effectively driven 

us all into the arms of a merciful God!  Did you hear that—Jesus has 

effectively driven us all into the arms of a merciful God!   

 Jesus didn’t intend that the condemnation be the end of it.   Most of 

us would be horrified to think that we have ever been racist, sexist, or even 

bullies!  But we all have been guilty of forms of these things in one way 

shape or another.  Historically, the church has held that sin isn’t so much 

the actions we commit that we know to be wrong, but rather sin is an innate 

human condition over which we usually have little conscious control.   

 Remember the words of St. Paul in Romans 7: “So I find it to be a law 

that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand.  For I delight in 

the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at 

war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells 

in my members.  Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this 

body of death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ my Lord!”             

(vv 21-25) 

 That’s where we all fall in—at the foot of the cross.  Thanks be to God 

who has sent His Son to suffer and die for us.  Thanks be to God who has 

freed us from the powerful grip of death and has given us the free gift of 

Life in Jesus Christ. 
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 Jesus has raised the bar as far as righteousness goes.  He has made 

it clear that there is not one person who is worthy to earn their own 

salvation.  Only Jesus, who took our sins on Himself is worthy to be called 

our Savior.   

 Today we have the privilege of taking our sins to the altar and laying 

them at Jesus’ feet.  We are challenged to recall all those sins and bring 

them to Jesus.  He takes them with Him and gives us His very own and 

precious body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins.   

 Leave your sins at the altar, feel the joy of being washed in the 

powerful waters of your baptism and with little Isla today, remember the 

cross that is imprinted on your foreheads for only God to see.  You are 

chosen and loved by God.  You have your sins wiped clean in the body and 

blood of Holy Communion.  Rejoice, and be glad!  Share the love and the 

promise with others as you go forth cleansed and renewed.   

 AMEN         1152 

  

 

  


