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 They had a successful family business. They were well-respected in 

their small community, consistently filling the need for a regular food 

supply.  Their friends were also successful business men.  As fishermen, 

they worked long, hard hours not only fishing, but tending the nets and 

getting the fish to market.  But as with most businesses of that era, they 

lived largely day-to-day and needed the regular catch of fish to keep going.  

Peter and Andrew, along with James, John, and their father Zebedee, were 

fishermen on the Sea of Galilee, some 2,000 years ago—the only 

freshwater lake in the region. 

 One day, Peter and Andrew were casting their nets into the water as 

usual.  James, John, and Zebedee were over in their boat mending their 

nets, getting them ready for another day of fishing. It was a normal, 

everyday routine for these people. 

 But then something incredible happened.  Jesus, having just endured 

40 days of tempting in the wilderness by the devil, was in Galilee walking 

along the shore of the big lake.  He called to Peter and Andrew out in the 

lake, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”  Immediately they 

came ashore, leaving their boat and nets, and followed Jesus.  Then, going 
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a little further, Jesus found James and John.  He called to them also and 

they dropped what they were doing, left their father Zebedee with the boat, 

and followed Jesus. 

 Let’s step back for a moment and think about what happened.  These 

four men, fishermen with families and successful businesses, left it all to 

follow this person standing on the shore – whom they had never met!  What 

on earth possessed them to do this?  Who was this man and what did He 

mean by saying, “I will make you fish for people?”  Maybe these men were 

suffering from that ‘middle-aged crazy’ syndrome we hear about!  What 

else would possess these solid, ordinary, established men to run off with a 

stranger?  It really doesn’t make sense! 

 How would you respond to Jesus’ call to follow Him?  Could you 

leave your home, your job, your career, even your family, to follow Jesus 

without knowing where or for how long? And then consider how it all 

ended?!  What questions would you ask Him?  Would they be paid for their 

work?  I heard the benefits were ‘out of this world!’   

 We aren’t told that these four men went back to pack their bags, or 

even to tell their families good-bye.  They simply left and followed Him.  I 

wonder what old Zebedee thought as he watched his boys run off, leaving 

him with all the responsibilities of their business!?  Chances are they may 
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have stayed right there in Capernaum, at least for much of the time, as it 

was Jesus’ home-base for His ministry. But their focus was on Jesus. 

 Most of us know how difficult it is emotionally to move from one 

community to another; or from one job to another.  To strike out with 

someone you just met, on a journey you don’t know anything about, seems 

far-fetched at best.  What was it about Jesus that inspired those men to 

leave everything and follow Him?  

 It is interesting to note here that Jesus called these men to an active 

life of teaching, preaching, and healing.  They were thrust into the thick of 

Jesus’ mission and ministry by answering His call to become disciples.  

They didn’t sit around listening to lectures, debating theology or policy, they 

were called to action.   

 Where are you called to serve Jesus today—in your life?  And 

really, we’re all called to follow Jesus and serve Him in some way. In 

answering Jesus’ call, how do you follow His call to bring the Good News 

of Jesus to the world in which you live? Do you feel called to teach Sunday 

School, serve on the church council or a ministry team that interests you?  

Do you feel called to look into one of the ministry positions we have 

opening up?  Do you feel as if you are doing Jesus’ work when you serve 
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on the Action Group, or maybe even as a Stephen Minister?  Maybe you 

feel called to go on a mission trip either in our area or overseas.   

 Jesus often calls us to do His work in the everyday things we 

encounter.  It could be getting a phone call to help someone in need, sitting 

at the bedside of someone who is sick or dying, or comforting a friend who 

has experienced a death.  Answering Jesus’ call for you might involve 

sharing your story of what Jesus means in your life with someone who may 

need to hear about your faith—maybe even at an Adult Forum. 

 The thing that sticks out for me in this amazing story is that Jesus 

calls ordinary people to do His work in the world.  He doesn’t go to the rich 

and powerful, the influential and popular; He trusts us with the task of doing 

His work—whatever form that may take from day to day.  Answering Jesus’ 

call to discipleship is ‘taking the leap of faith,’ bringing His love and 

forgiveness to bear on the world around us, wherever we are, whatever 

we’re doing.  Answering Jesus’ call to discipleship is taking a risk in helping 

someone, in sharing your story of faith, or caring about someone.   

 Jesus may not be calling everyone to drop whatever it is we are 

doing—our families, our careers, our homes—to go off to some faraway 

country as a missionary.  Some are called to make career changes—we 

have seen this with some of our past interns who have gone into the 
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ministry, leaving homes, careers, and the security they enjoyed behind.  

Most of us are called to ministry right where we are living, working, and 

playing.  Martin Luther called this the priesthood of all believers.  We are, 

by virtue of our baptism, called to be disciples in every aspect of our lives.  

We are called to live and act as Christians in all we do, in church and out 

of church.  We aren’t expected to be perfect, we are sinners in need of 

forgiveness, but we are called to be witnesses of what Jesus has done.   

 A friend and member of one of my former churches shared a powerful 

story with me once.  He and his wife were at a motorcycle rally in eastern 

Canada.  They were sitting around a campfire with a number of other 

people when one man said to my friend, “You’re a Christian, aren’t you?”  

He was taken back by that statement and said “Yes I am, why do you ask?”  

The man responded, “I could just tell by the things you said and the way 

you act that you are a Christian.”  My friend took that as one of the highest 

compliments he had ever received.  He wasn’t out on the street corners 

talking about Jesus to anyone who walked by; he was living out the 

Christian life in a way that others took notice of and responded to.  The two 

men had some good discussions after that and my friend really felt as if 

Jesus had led him into that place to be a witness.   
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 Jesus says to each of us, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 

people.”  That’s an exciting and powerful thing.  Be open to the ways Jesus 

is calling you to share your story and His love each day.   

  AMEN        1229 


