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 Who knows you the best?  Who is probably the one person who 

knows you so well they’d be able to answer questions for you?  Would it be 

your parent?  A spouse?  A really good friend?  

 When we were applying for intern pastors each year I had to fill out a 

series of questions on my style of ministry, my way of handling issues, my 

personal responses to situations that might come up, and so on.  We had a 

couple of clergy families over for dinner during one times and the topic of 

applying for interns came up.  They asked what kind of personal questions 

were on the application.  As I told them the questions, Julie was able to 

know my responses immediately!  It was quite evident how well she knows 

me!  Frightening even!  We had a good laugh about how well spouses 

know each other!   .   

 What is that relationship like with the person who knows you so well? 

Hopefully we all have someone like this.  Do they call you out when you’re 

being disingenuous?  Do they help you to understand a different point of 

view at times?  Or do they use it to gain influence over you or get you to do 

something you don’t want to do?  Hopefully it’s a positive relationship! 
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 There are plenty of passages in the Bible that point out how well God 

knows us.  Isaiah 49 teaches us about that today.  Isaiah wrote of his 

calling by the LORD: “The LORD called me before I was born, while I was 

in my mother’s womb, he named me.”  Psalm 139 also tells how God 

knows us intimately:  “O LORD, you have searched me and known me.” 

The psalmist also says that God knows what we’re thinking and what we’re 

going to say even before we say it. (That has to make God cringe 

sometimes!)  It was God who formed our inward parts and knit us together. 

God saw us and knew us while we were in our mother’s wombs.  

 It’s absolutely amazing how well God knows us!  We have been 

known to God, and loved by God, from before we even came into being.  

The psalmist proclaims that there is nowhere we can go to get away from 

God’s presence.   

 This God who knows us so well, has spared no lengths to reach out 

and bring us back to Him.  Today’s Gospel sheds more Epiphany light on 

the ways God knows us and how God has made Jesus known in the 

everyday world in which we live.   

 John the Baptizer has been the central figure in our lessons for nearly 

two months.  We have heard of John leaping in the womb of his mother 

Elizabeth upon Mary’s visit with her.  Now today we have John nearing the 
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end of his prophetic journey of preparing the way for the Messiah.  John the 

Baptist boldly and openly proclaims to his followers—his disciples—that the 

Messiah is Jesus, the One who is now present among them.  This was only 

possible because God had revealed Jesus as the Messiah to John.   

 When John had done this, two of his disciples—his followers—started 

following Jesus.  When Jesus stopped to ask them what they were up to, 

they said they wanted to see where He was staying.  Jesus simply said, 

“Come and see.”   

 There must have been something very compelling about Jesus.  

Shortly after that Andrew went to find his brother Simon Peter and told him 

they had found the Messiah!   

 Come and see.  These are the words that invite us to follow Jesus as 

well.  Come and see; experience the life-changing faith that can happen 

when we come in contact with the Messiah—our Savior.  Following Jesus 

changed those disciples forever, and following Jesus can change us also 

when we let Jesus into our hearts.   

 Come and see; be a part of what it means to be saved and forgiven 

by Jesus, the Light of the World, who came to take our sins to the cross 

and die in our place.  “Come and see; the One who knows you intimately, 

who has known you from your mother’s womb. 
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 Come and see; experience for yourself how following Jesus can fill 

you with the grace and the love of God as you share the story of Jesus’ 

love.  He knows us so well—each of us—we all have a story of faith to 

share. 

 Come and see; Jesus invites us and commissions us to go out and 

spread His grace to those we meet each day.  Make a difference in the 

lives of those you are led by Jesus to reach.  Live as someone filled with 

the joy and the peace of knowing Jesus your Savior.  Bring Jesus and His 

forgiveness to others and let others in on what it means for you to live in 

grace.  Melt the icy brokenness of our current climate in this country as you 

deal lovingly and gracefully with others.   

 Jesus calls us to invite others into the Kingdom and into the life of 

grace with the invitation, “Come and see.”  There are a myriad of ways 

that we can share this invitation.  It doesn’t have to be an invitation to 

church.  The biggest change others can see is how we respond to one 

another and to strangers.  How do we share His love here at church among 

our friends, sisters, and brothers in Christ?  How do we accept, forgive, 

and speak kindly with one another?  Where does the grace and love of 

Jesus break into our hearts and result in kindness, forgiveness, and 

peace?   
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 And then, how do we take that same invitation Come and See with 

us as we meet up with people during the week?  How do we treat our 

sisters and brothers? How can others observe and want what Jesus can 

give them by seeing the way we deal with them?  Can others see a change 

in the way we respond and live? Do we act and live in God’s grace as we 

deal with others in our daily lives?   Can we invite by the example of our 

lives?  

 Discipleship is a journey.  It’s a journey filled with adventure, growth, 

grace, and sharing.  Jesus invites us, and all people, to join the adventure.  

The invitation is now for us to issue.  Come and see the One who knows 

you and who died for us, has given us new life, and a joy that is hard to 

explain, but easy to see.   

AMEN       1101 

  


