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 Happy New Year!  I trust that you had a safe, enjoyable, Christmas 

holiday.  My family’s celebrations were very enjoyable.  With our children, 

spouses and friends, and grandchildren, it was busy, even hectic, but it was 

so much fun.  With our grandchildren around I was reminded of the 

excitement children have about their presents!  They would sit and wonder 

about them and try to get us to open even just one a little early!  The 

waiting and the expectation are a major part of the fun for the parents—

mainly because parents love to torture their kids!  -- Right kids?! 

 Unwrapping presents is usually a revelation.  Sometimes, the secret 

gets out, but usually it is a surprise.  After trying to guess what it is you’re 

getting, you finally get to the revealing of the beautifully wrapped packages.  

At last you get to see what it is you have been imagining, hoping for, trying 

on in your mind, and what has been hidden from you.  Sometimes your 

hopes are realized, other times the revealing of the package might be a 

total surprise.  Either way-- whether you get what you were hoping for, or 

are totally surprised, opening the packages is a revelation. 

 Theologically speaking, the word revelation is most often thought of in 

association with the Revelation of St. John—The book of Revelation in the 
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Bible.  Revelation has been defined as a ‘manifestation of divine will or 

truth.’  So, it is God’s revealing His will and truth to His people, making 

known what once was hidden concerning God and His desires for us.   

 In our Gospel today, John makes the claim that no one has ever seen 

God.  Everyone in the ancient world would have fully agreed with John.  In 

the OT, God says to Moses:  “You cannot see my face; for no one shall see 

Me and live.”  (Ex. 33:20)  No one in OT times would have ever thought it 

possible to see the face of God. 

 Even the ancient Greek philosophers recognized this fact.  Plato once 

said, “Never man and God can meet.”  Another Greek, Celsus, supposedly 

laughed at Christians for calling God ‘Father,” because “God is way beyond 

everything.”  In the ancient times God was far from being within the reach 

of the average human being.  No one would have disagreed with John 

when, in verse 18 he said, “No one has ever seen God.” 

 Left at this point things might look a little bleak for the human race.  

But fortunately John goes on to proclaim, “It is God the only Son, who is 

close to the Father’s heart, who has made Him known.”  In other words, if 

you want to know what God is like, look to His Son. 

 John sets us up for knowing Jesus as God’s Son by going all the way 

back to creation.  He refers to Jesus, a part of God, as “the Word.”  Jesus, 
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the Word, is equal to God; like God He has always existed.  John tells us 

that this Word, this part of God, became flesh—He became human. Jesus, 

who always was and always will be, became fully human as well as fully 

divine.   

 Christmas, John proclaims, is the time when the Word became 

flesh—human—and lived among us, experiencing all we experience.  Who 

is this Jesus Christ that John writes about, and whom we worship?  Who is 

Jesus to you?  What difference does knowing Jesus is fully divine and yet 

fully human mean to you?  Why is it important that He was born and lived 

here on earth, and now lives eternally with God in heaven? 

 We have just begun a new year and a new decade.  2019 is in the 

history books now.   For some of us, it was a good year, filled with success, 

joy, peace, love, and happiness.  For some of us it was just an average 

year, no better or worse than most others.  And, for some of us, 2019 was 

a year marked by sorrow, sickness, or difficulty of some sort.  Personally, 

maybe you want to forget 2019, or maybe it was a year in which you grew 

much closer to your Lord and Savior.  Maybe this was a time when you 

unwrapped the real Jesus and His presence became important in your life.  

Maybe something happened that brought you closer to this One who 

deeply loves and cares for you.  Maybe this gave you a reason to change 
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your life. Maybe the events of the past week have you concerned about the 

future 

 If 2019 was just an average, run-of-the-mill year, my hope and prayer 

is that 2020 will be a year in which you will experience the Messiah in a 

deeper, more personal way.  How will our faith, and Jesus the Messiah, 

give you hope for our world or the challenges our country faces? 

 Getting to know Jesus better may be quite an eye-opener.  Finding 

Jesus amidst the problems, struggles, and even in the joys of life, will bring 

you hope and comfort.  You will see the Light of Christ leading and guiding 

you as you make your way through the year.  

 Finding Jesus might also strike a raw nerve for you.  Jesus calls us to 

repent and turn from our sins, the things we are doing which are hurtful to 

ourselves, our families, and others—including God.  Maybe you won’t be 

ready to change, or won’t even want to change.  But Jesus will keep after 

you, like an unrelenting adversary.  He may even feel like an adversary at 

times.  That is because He is attacking the old, sinful self that doesn’t want 

to change or let go of old ways.  Don’t push Jesus aside when He calls you 

to change, but listen and follow Him.  He will always be with you to help you 

with whatever you resolve to do. 
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 Get to know Jesus this year in ways you haven’t known Him before.  

Grow in your faith, in your knowledge of Scripture, and grow in your 

commitment to serve Him.  John stresses that we need to know who Jesus 

is, before we can truly worship Him.  We need to unwrap this gift. John also 

tells us that Jesus is the revelation of God to us.  The more we can get to 

know Jesus, the more we know about God.  The closer we come to Jesus, 

the closer we come to God.   

 God continually crashes into our world exposing our human failings.  

We may think of ourselves as a package, wrapped up so that others cannot 

see what lies inside us.  But God, in Jesus, knows us intimately and is able 

to see through that neatly wrapped paper, exposing either our needs or our 

sin.   

 But God doesn’t leave us there.  God has brought us the Light of the 

World to show us the way to live.  God has broken into the darkness of our 

lives to Light the way for us to discover the gift of salvation.  So when we 

unwrap the gift of Jesus, and get to know Jesus, the Light of God shines in 

our lives showing us the way to God.   

 Each New Year brings with it a sense of hope and expectation for a 

better year—whether we have had a good year, an average year, or a 

terrible year.  It is because of God’s revelation of Jesus Christ, the Word 
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made flesh, and the Light of the World, that our lives our filled with hope 

and expectation.  We know that we can meet the challenges ahead of us in 

2020 whatever they may be. 

 Unwrap your gift of Jesus this year.  See what a difference this gift 

will make in your life.   

Have a blessed 2020! 
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