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 This is what it’s all about.  Tonight, we come in the darkness and cold 

to hear the words that changed the course of history.  We come, because 

we need to hear those words.  We come to worship, to praise God, and to 

celebrate the angel’s message to the shepherds.  We come as the 

shepherds came to the manger, to see if this is really true, if it is as God 

had promised.   

 Long ago, in the time of Isaiah the prophet, God promised 

deliverance for His people.  Our lesson from Isaiah 9 contains God’s 

promise given through the prophet to God’s people.  Isaiah was initially 

writing about the coronation of a king for Judah, but his words contained 

the promise that endured throughout the failures of the earthly kings.  It is a 

promise of deliverance from the bondage and oppression of the world.  It is 

a promise of hope, of a great light given to those who walked in darkness.  

It is the promise of the dawning of a new day, a new age, in a child born to 

be King.  Isaiah’s promise was for a king who would establish peace, would 

reign with justice and righteousness, and whose authority would expand 

continually and whose reign would know no ending.   
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 With this as the background, comes the visit of the angel to the 

shepherds.  Those shepherds never in their wildest dreams expected such 

a thing to happen.  They were among the lowest classes of society at the 

time.  They weren’t well-respected, wealthy, or prominent citizens.  They 

had the job few others would do:  tend someone else’s sheep and protect 

them from dangerous animals, shelter them from bad weather, and guide 

them to find the sweet grass for grazing.  The shepherds, however, were 

the recipients of angel’s visit.  As terrified as they must have been, they 

gathered their wits about them enough to hear the message:  “… see, I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this 

day in the city of David as Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord…”    

 The lowly shepherds heard the announcement of the birth of the 

Messiah—the Christ!  This Messiah was born in a place where animals are 

kept, and his crib was the animals’ feeding trough.  Again, this is not the 

way Isaiah or any of the other OT prophets would have imagined.   

But this is how God did it.  The “Good News of Great Joy” came first 

to those who really needed to hear it.  The Messiah came to those who 

truly needed the hope and the presence of God.  He came to those who 

were receptive and waiting.  The shepherds hurried off to ‘check out’ the 

angel’s story.  Maybe they were just hurrying off to see if they had been 
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hallucinating about this far-fetched event!  Or they could have been so 

overwhelmed by this supernatural appearance that they just did as they 

were told rather automatically.   They must have wondered why this 

happened to them as well.    

The marvel of this story isn’t the angel’s appearance to the 

shepherds—although that was truly awesome!  The marvel of this story is 

that God acted.  Period.  For God to reach out to us despite our sinfulness 

is truly marvelous.  The story isn’t about how worthy the shepherds were, 

or how influential they were to those in power, the story is about God acting 

through this baby to reach out to us.  God came to those who were 

receptive.  God came to those who had the courage and faith to believe.  

God came to those who really needed to hear the ‘Good News of a Great 

Joy.’  The message wasn’t just for the shepherds, or the poor, or the 

outcast, it was for all people.  The story was for all who would hear and 

believe. 

We have come tonight, much like the shepherds came to the manger 

that holy night.  We have come looking for a Savior, a Messiah, and we 

have come to see if the story is true.  We have come because we need this 

Messiah.  We are broken and sinful, we are grieving, we are lonely, we are 

concerned about the future, we are looking for security, and amidst the 
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uncertainties of life we are looking for God’s Word of hope.  We have come 

to hear again the angel’s announcement:  “I am bringing you good news of 

a great joy for all the people.”  The news we are looking for is this:  “To you 

is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”   

To quote the words of a song by MercyMe, “It’s not just good news, it’s the 

BEST NEWS EVER!”   

 For us, in the wake of all the uncertainties of our nation’s 

leadership and the drama that keeps unfolding, the news of a Messiah—a 

Savior for the least of people to the greatest of people is great news.  For 

our farmers—reeling after another difficult growing season and harvest—

this is great news.  For all who are facing health issues, personal crises, or 

are struggling with financial concerns—this is great news.  It is powerful for 

each of us to know that God has become one of us—knowing our fears and 

our struggles—and has given us His own Son to save us. The news of 

Immanuel—God with us—announces God’s love and presence.  We aren’t 

alone to struggle through, we have the Son of God in our midst to offer 

hope and to give us the strength to carry on.  Really, this IS the Best News 

Ever! 

The story is true!  The news is for us!  Jesus has come!  God has 

emptied Himself and taken human form!  The spectacular news is that it is 
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for us!   God has entered our lives never to leave us.  God has come to 

give hope, bring security, and share His love with us--people who do not 

deserve it--but who need it so desperately.    

God is with us!  God is present in Jesus in the ups and downs of life 

to guide us, forgive us, bring us back to Him, and to remind us of His never-

ending love.  The Good News of Jesus’ birth in the lowly manger in 

Bethlehem is that God is going to go to any lengths to bring us back to Him.  

Jesus comes to meet us where we are and give us hope through His 

common, ordinary birth to common, ordinary people.   

Let us join the chorus of angels singing praises to God for the best 

news we could ever receive that has come to us this night!  We rejoice in 

Jesus’ birth and celebrate the gift of a Savior who has come to give us life.   

 Merry Christmas!                                

  AMEN                         1150 

 


